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First Sunday Holy Communion 11.00am 

Second Sunday Morning Worship 11.00am 

  (or occasional Messy Church, keep an eye out for       

Third Sunday Holy Communion 11.00am 

Fourth Sunday Morning Worship 11.00am 

Fifth Sunday Service format will vary 11.00am 

 

 Church Services at St Mary’s Church Colton 
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    This month you will see that there are a few requests for  help from you 

all. On page 8 there is a request for help in sprucing up the village hall . 

Whenever I show perspective new clients around the hall I am always very 

proud of the way it looks and how complimentary they are and it is time now 

to give it a lick of paint to keep it looking so nice. I hope you will be able to 

give some time to help.  

The next meeting  to discuss the Colton Summer festival  is 20/2/24 in the 

Greyhound at 7pm. Please come along with any ideas you may have.   

Wishing you all a Happy Easter     

Best wishes                                fiona 
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From the Rector….  
 
Surprise! Some things catch us out unawares, which for those of us 
who like to plan ahead and know what is going to happen can be a 
bit of a shock. Surprises can delight or disturb us – and sometimes 
both at the same time. 
 
This year Easter is quite early, on Sunday the 31st March. The date 
of Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover festival and the lunar 
calendar of 12 or 13 lunar months, which is why Easter dodges 
about from late March to mid-April and can catch us out a bit 
unawares. Christmas by comparison is fixed, always 25th December, 
and our traditions leave us in no doubt that that day is drawing 
near! 
 
Easter traditions, coming at a time of year when we are looking 
forward to Spring rather than hunkering down for Winter are less 
overwhelming; something I welcome. The weeks before Easter and 
especially Holy Week when the church follows Jesus’ journey that 
leads to the cross of Good Friday offer us a chance to reflect on our 
life and the direction we are going. The surprise is that every year 
as we hear about Jesus’ choices they speak to our situation, 
inspiring, challenging and encouraging us in our own life journey. 
 
The “moving target” of Easter keeps us on our toes, providing a bit 
of “dither” in our calendars that stops us becoming too settled in 
our ways. The good news of Jesus is not static and fixed but always 
on the move as it animates us to do good and excites in us a lively 
spirit of hope. It surprises us, delights us and disturbs us with the 
recognition that God has a life journey for each of us to follow and 
is with us in all the plans and surprises we will meet on the way.  
 
“Alleluia, Christ is risen!”; wishing us all a surprising Easter! 
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THE VILLAGE HALL 
NEEDS SOME TLC!  

Our village hall is looking 
a little shabby inside.  Our 
finances do not allow us 
to use professional 
painters and decorators, 
so we need volunteers to 
help us carry out the 
work. We are organising a 

Painting Party to which everyone is most cordially invited.  
Because we need to repaint not only the main hall but also 
the Bellamour Room and the toilets, we are setting aside 
the whole of the weekend of the 23rd and 24th March from 
09.30 on the Saturday morning.  We really would 
appreciate it if as many parish residents as possible could 
give a little of their time over that weekend to help spruce 
the place up!  We will provide all the equipment as well as 
tea, coffee, biscuits and bacon baps!  No need to let us 
know you are coming – just turn up.  All help - no matter 
how little time you can give – would be very gratefully 
appreciated. 

John Macmillan 

Chair, Colton VHMC 
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Colton Friendship Club  
17th January 2024 

 
Judy welcomed sixteen members for the first 
meeting of 2024, which was our annual Beetle 
Drive, hosted by Tony.  Great hilarity followed, 
and the eventual overall winner was Lynne S-
R.  The booby prize was won by yours truly, 
scoring a lowly 59 points!  The ‘Beetles’ that we 

had drawn were then decorated and sent in to the art class (taking place 
in the Bellamour room) for judging - Freda & John’s collaboration was 
deemed the most artistic. 
 
Judy thanked Tony for hosting the beetle drive and then the raffle was 
drawn.   
 
Next month’s speaker (21st February 2024) will be Janet Carleton and 
her topic will be ‘Bringing Freedom & Dignity to the Poor’ 
 
At the meeting on 20th March Priscilla Masters (author) will be talking 
about ‘A Novel Life’ and our meeting on 17th April will be our annual 
luncheon (at the later time of midday – 3.30) with Holly Reynolds 
entertaining us – we will be accepting payment for the meal at the 
February meeting. 
 
If you would like to attend the Friendship Club but do not have transport, 
please contact a taxi company of your choice to bring you (and take you 
home), obtain a receipt and our Treasurer will refund your costs.  If you 
require any assistance getting in and out of the taxi, let me know and I 
will see how we might help. 
 
For any additional information, please contact either Judy Winter 01889 
583 517 or Karen Hill 01889 586 379.   
 
Karen Hill 
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                               ‘From Staffordshire to the Outback’ by Gill Sykes. 

 This book is about 3 Rugeley men from the same family who are acknowledged in Australia 

for the significant contributions they made to the development of the continent. Frederic 

Bonney came to live in Colton at Colton House when he returned from his years in Australia. 

Many of his photographs taken of the people and village of Colton and photos from his time 

in Australia, are in Colton history archives. The book is part history part travelogue.  

Obtainable from Gill Sykes 07791062558 at a cost of £6. 
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Colton History Society 

Colton, photographs from the archives 

Colton Arms Houses that stood at Stockwell Heath. They were nick-
named "The Barracks" and housed the poor of the village. This 
photo was taken circa 1885 by Frederic Bonney who lived at Colton 
House.  

 Mrs Gill Sykes  
Email: gillsykes @btinternet.com 

Colton history Society. The next meeting will be on March 27th at 
2pm. The talk is by David Wilkinson on  The Origins of Stafford. 
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VILLAGE EVENTS 

March 2024 

  

Day Date Event Place Time 

Tue weekly Tai Chi 

  

Village Hall 

  

10:00 am 

  

Wed 6th Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Wed 13th WI Village Hall 7:30 

Wed weekly Art Club Village Hall 10:00 am 

Wed 20th Friendship group Village Hall 10:30 am 

Thur 7th Garden Guild Village Hall 7:30 pm 

Thur 27th History Society Village Hall 7:30 pm 

Thur weekly Post Office Bellamour room 12.00 am 

Thur Bi-Monthly Village Hall Committee 

meeting 
Village Hall 7:30 pm 

Thur 7th 

  

Grey bin 

  

Kerbside 7:00 am 
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colton   community   choir 

INVITE YOU TO COME ALONG    AND JOIN 

OUR GROUP OF JOLLY SINGERS – all 

enjoy a good light-hearted sing. 

No professionals – just enthusiastic 

amateurs who enjoy singing a 

variety of music.  We meet every 

Monday at 7.00pm in St. marys 

church, colton.    .  The Choir have 

performed at the Senior Citizens 

Christmas Lunch at the Village 

Hall, the Carol Service at St. 

Mary’s, Colton, and at liChfield 

Cathedral at the Festival of Light. 

Who knows where to next!! 

!! Do come and join us !! 
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Post Office Services 
at Colton Village Hall 

A wide range of services are available including:  

Postage Stamps, Parcelforce Express, Personal 

and Business Banking (including High St Banking), 

Cash Withdrawals, Cash and Cheque Deposits, 

Currency Exchange, Travel Money, Car Tax and 

Travel Insurance. 

Colton Post Office Services are supplied by Armitage Post Office & Store, 

Armitage. WS15 4BH. Opening Times Mon- Friday 9am - 6pm, Sat 9am - 1pm, 

Sunday Closed 

 Here every Thursday 

12:00am - 2:00pm  
We look forward to seeing you soon 
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04/20 
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Durrant  

Funeral Service Ltd 

“Our family caring for yours at a time of need” 

We are a family run funeral service with over 40 years  

experience.  

We can arrange Burials & Cremations to suit all  

Budgets from £2500 for a Cremation inc all statutory fees. 

(We will price match any quotes you have for the same service) 

81 Fernwood Drive, Rugeley 

 01889 574593  

(24 hours a day) 
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Cathedral Chem-Dry 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning carpets & upholstery   locally, regularly & professionally 

 

33 Darnford Lane, 

Lichfield   WS14 9RW 

 

Website: www.cathedralchemdry.co.uk 

Tel: 01543 418811 

Mobile: 07817038349 

 

 

 

 

Dec20 
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Aug2020 

Jan2021 
Jan 2021 
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