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Family Service 24th March 2024 

Palm Sunday 

Welcome & Notices 

Opening acclamation 

Opening Song:  Make way make way 

Lent Liturgy 

Response:   Hallelujah, my Father  

We say sorry and receive forgiveness 

Song:   When I survey the wondrous cross 

Reading: Mark 15 (selected verses) (Sue Lyons) 

Talk 

Response – Liturgy of the Palms 

Song: Oh to see the dawn 

Affirmation of faith 

Intercessions, Collect and Lord’s Prayer (Julie) 

Offertory Hymn: How Deep The Fathers love 

Offertory Prayer 

The Peace 

Sharing Time 

Blessing 

Final Song:  Rejoice the Lord is King 

Dismissal 

Playout Song:  An Easter Hallelujah 

Refreshments at the back. Prayer ministry at the front. 
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Family Service 24th March 2024 

Palm Sunday 

Welcome & Notices 

 
Opening acclamation 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Opening Song: Make way make way 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
In splendour arrives.  
Fling wide the gates and welcome him 
Into your lives. 
 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
For the King of kings!  
For the King of kings! 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
And let his kingdom in! 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
The prisoners to free. 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
The blind shall see. 
 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
For the King of kings!  
For the King of kings! 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
And let his kingdom in! 
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
Who weep and sigh; 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 
He'll beautify. 
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Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
For the King of kings!  
For the King of kings! 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
And let his kingdom in! 
 
We call you now to worship him 
As Lord of all. 
To have no other gods but him: 
Their thrones must fall! 
 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
For the King of kings!  
For the King of kings! 
Make way! Make way! Make way! Make way! 
And let his kingdom in! 

 Graham Kendrick Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music 

 
Lent Liturgy 

Our symbol today is a palm branch. The crowd spread palm branches on the 
road to welcome Jesus to Jerusalem. 

bring forward the palm 

Bible Reading:   
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus 
was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet 
him, shouting,  “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written: 
“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a 
donkey’s colt.” 

(John 12v 12-15) 

Prayer: 
Lord, we welcome you with gladness;  
we open the gates of our hearts to you as our King.  
Rule in our hearts, we pray as the Prince of Peace.  
Amen. 
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Response:   Hallelujah, my Father  

Hallelujah, my Father, 
For giving us your Son; 
Sending him into the world 
To be given up for all, 
Knowing we would bruise him 
And smite him from the earth. 
Hallelujah, my Father, 
In his death is my birth; 
Hallelujah, my Father, 
In his life is my life. 

Tim Cullen Copyright © 1975 Celebration 

 
Confession 

We are often slow to follow the example of Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We often fail to walk the way of the cross. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the Father of all mercies  
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image,  
to the praise and glory of his name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Song:  When I survey the wondrous cross 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748). 

 
Reading: Mark 15 (selected verses) (Sue Lyons) 

Jesus before Pilate 
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the 
law and the whole Sanhedrin… bound Jesus, led him away and handed him 
over to Pilate. 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 

“‘You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, 
“Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.” 

But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 

Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people 
requested…  

“Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate… But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to get Pilate to release Barabbas instead. 

“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked 
[the crowd]. 

“Crucify him!” they shouted. 

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 
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But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus 
flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

The soldiers mock Jesus 

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace … and called together the whole 
company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a 
crown of thorns and set it on him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king 
of the Jews!” Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and 
spat on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. And when they 
had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him out to crucify him. 

The death of Jesus 

…They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means ‘the place of 
the skull’). And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see 
what each would get. 

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The written notice of the 
charge against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You 
who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down 
from the cross and save yourself!” In the same way the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they 
said, “but he can’t save himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come 
down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with 
him also heaped insults on him. 

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And 
at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice ”My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 

… With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely 
this man was the Son of God!” 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Talk 
 
Response – Liturgy of the Palms 

Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to 
die, and to rise again. Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united 
with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life. 
 
Hold up palms 
 
Prayer 

God our Saviour, 
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah  
to suffer and to die; 
let these palms be for us signs of his victory 
and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and given him the name that is above every name. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 
Song: Oh to see the dawn 

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day: 
Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then 
nailed to a cross of wood.  
 
This, the power of the cross: 
Christ became sin for us. 
Took the blame, bore the wrath –  
we stand forgiven at the cross. 
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Oh to see the pain written on your face, 
Bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Every bitter thought, every evil deed 
crowning your bloodstained brow. 
 
This, the power of the cross: 
Christ became sin for us. 
Took the blame, bore the wrath –  
we stand forgiven at the cross. 
 
Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
quakes as its Maker bows his head. 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life; 
‘Finished!’ the victory cry. 
 
This, the power of the cross: 
Christ became sin for us. 
Took the blame, bore the wrath –  
we stand forgiven at the cross. 
 
Oh, to see my name written in the wounds, 
For through your suffering I am free. 
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live, 
Won through your selfless love. 
 
This, the power of the cross: 
Son of God – slain for us. 
What a love! What a cost!  
we stand forgiven at the cross.  (repeat) 
 Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright 2005 Thankyou Music 

 

Affirmation of faith 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 

cf 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 
 
Intercessions  (Julie) 
 
Responses 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Living God, draw us deeper into your love; 
Jesus our Lord, send us to care and serve; 
Holy Spirit, make us heralds of good news. 
Stir us, strengthen us, 
teach and inspire us to live your love 
with generosity and joy, 
imagination and courage; 
for the sake of your world  
and in the name of Jesus Amen. 
 
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Collect for Palm Sunday 

True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen 

 
Offertory Hymn: How Deep The Fathers love 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss - 
The Father turns his face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon his shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life - 
I know that it is finished. 
 
I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
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Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart - 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 Stuart Townend Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music 

 
Offertory Prayer 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness,  
the power, the glory, 
the splendour, and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you,  
and of your own do we give you.  
Amen 

 
The Peace 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been 
brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace. 

Ephesians 2.13,14 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a (socially distanced) sign of peace. 

 
Sharing Time 
 
Blessing 

May we find in the Crucified One, the forgiveness of sin,  
the renewing power of love and the promise of eternal life. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
 
Final Song:  Rejoice the Lord is King 

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 
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Mortals, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 
 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 
When he had purged our stains, 
He took his seat above; 
 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o'er earth and heaven; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus given: 
 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
He sits at God’s right hand, 
Till all his foes submit; 
And bow to his command,  
And fall beneath his feet: 
 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Rejoice in glorious hope! 
Jesus the judge shall come 
And take his servants up 
To their eternal home: 
 
We soon shall hear the archangels voice 
The trump of God shall sound, rejoice 
 Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Playout Song:  An Easter Hallelujah 

 
Refreshments at the back. Prayer ministry at the front. 


