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This Sunday, 12 July is the fifth after Trinity. At 10am Revd Mike will preside and Revd Owen 

preach at a service of Holy Communion. Please join us as it is livestreamed on the parish 
Facebook group page (Group for St Pauls Kersal Moor and St Andrews Carr Clough) and on 

Zoom (details via email). Our pictures this week illustrate our bible readings for today. 
Readings for 12 July:   (OT) Genesis 25: 19-34               Jacob and Esau  

     (Gospel) Matthew 13: 1-9,18-23   parable of the sower 

              
On Tuesday 14 July the Church of England celebrates the life and work of John Keble (1792-
1866). Let’s take a look at this pillar of High Victorian Anglicanism to see what relevance he can 

have for us today.  
 

How should we order our lives? A core principle of the Oxford Movement (see p.3) was the belief 

that Christians ought to live according to the worshipping life of the Church. An important part 
of this was the Church Calendar, or the Christian Year. The Oxford men taught that this calendar 
should order the worshipping life of a parish and, consequently, the daily lives of the 

parishioners. On Tuesday we remember one of the founders of the Oxford Movement, John 
Keble, an Anglican minister and Pressor of Poetry at Oxford, whose two major literary works 

exemplify this belief.                                                                                                            
The first, The Christian Year, is a book of poems for the Sundays and feast days of the church. 
Published in 1827, it has been described as ‘the most popular volume of verse in the 19th 

century’ and is still readily available. Some of the poems are known to us because we sing them 
as hymns: New every morning is the love; Blest are the pure in heart. The second, Sermons for 

the Christian Year, published in 11 volumes, includes more than 500 sermons written by Keble 
while he was a parish priest, organized topically according to the Church Calendar. It’s difficult 
to get hold of nowadays other than as a selection of excerpts published in 2018 by a firm by the 

name of ‘Forgotten Books’!                                                                                                  
In his time John Keble was considered a master preacher, though today we might find him dull 

and over-long: he wasn’t in the entertainment business! I’ve tried reading a couple of sermons 
and once I’ve got into them, have been challenged by some of his views. In a famous sermon he 
reminded his listeners of Jesus’ relationships with women and how they had influenced him, 

saying that ‘great power has been given to women for good’,  but little opportunity outside the 
home to exercise it-  ‘a deep sense of helplessness, but a deeper sense of duty.’  Despite years 

of ‘women’s lib’, I suspect many women still feel the frustration of trying to combine the career 
they feel called to with the traditional roles of wife and mother.  He preached a fascinating 

sermon on Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-16) as an appeal for working 
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people, however poor, to give money to support the victims of the Irish potato famine. He 
believed that inequalities of wealth were God-given, in order that the rich can help the poor and 

the poor can help the poor, reminding us that it is poverty that has saved us, the poverty of the 
Word made flesh, who “for our sakes became poor, so that through his poverty we might be 

made rich.” Both sermons, read at a time when ‘normal’ life is on hold, made me think again 
about what is of real value in my life.                                                                                                    
One commentator says of him: ‘His sermons combine biblical insight with a pastoral 

temperament shaped by a deep commitment to those in his care. He does not go light on sin, 
yet he has a deep sense of God’s grace to those who seek it. Keble preaches as a shepherd who 

dearly loves the flock that has been put in his care. His concern was to see his congregation 
grow into the knowledge and love of Christ.’  I think this would do well as a reference for 

someone seeking an incumbent’s role in the Church of England today.     Anthea Darlington 
 

Prayers                                                                                                                           

Please continue to pray for those who are ill, including those suffering with coronavirus, for 
those who have recovered and for those who care for them.  We pray for Lillian as she settles 
back into life at home, and for Robert as he helps her; for Marion after a second scan last week; 

for Margaret Robertson on the loss of her husband Drew; for Elijah with a broken wrist; for the 
continued recovery of Alan’s friend Maria; for Sarah’s friends John and Clare who have each lost 

a parent days apart. We pray that God will be with us as we make detailed plans for reopening 
St Paul’s for Sunday services.  We continue for the time being to pray in our homes at 10am 
(Morning Prayer) and at 2pm (Prayer during the Day), and with Revd Hilary as she streams 

Night Prayers to Facebook on weeknights. Holy Communion is on Wednesday mornings on Zoom 
at 10am followed by a virtual coffee morning. Log-in details will go to all regular Zoom users.  
 

Reopening of church buildings for worship: The PCC will hold the first church service with 
parishioners present on Sunday 2 August at 10 am at St Paul’s. A letter will go out shortly to 

everyone on the electoral roll explaining how services will be organised. We need to work 
together as a community to make this a success. We will continue to stream the Sunday service 
on Facebook and Zoom. Wednesday morning worship will continue for the time being via Zoom.  
 

Summer break: the Ministry team will be taking a summer break shortly. This means that 
during the week from Sunday 19 July to Saturday 25 July there will be no Sunday or 

Wednesday services, no Night Prayer, no Coffee Morning and no Newsletter. Urgent 
calls during 13-27 July should be directed to Red Hilary on 07817651408. The next Newsletter 
you will receive will be for the week beginning Sunday 26 July. On that day there will be a live-

streamed and Zoomed service of Morning Praise led by Revd Hilary. 
 

Suggested daily readings for the coming week 13-18 July: Mon: Micah 1.1-5  1 Thess.4.1-8;  Tue: 

Jeremiah 49.7-11  Eph. 4.17-5.2;  Wed: Obadiah 15-21  Matt 13.10-17;  Thur: Isaiah 44.1-5  Hebrews 2.1-

9;   Fri: Ezekiel 39.21-29  Hebrews 6.13-20;  Sat: Exodus 14.9-25  Matt 7.15-20 
 

Suggested daily readings for the following week 19-25 July: Mon: Genesis 32.3-21  Rev 14.12-20;  Tue: 

Genesis 33.1-17  Galatians 4.21-5.1;  Wed: Genesis 35.16-29  Matt 12.15-21;  Thur: Genesis 29.1-8  1 Cor 

4.14-20;   Fri: Genesis 29.9-14  Acts 7.44-53;  Sat: Genesis 29.31-30.24  Matt 12.38-42 
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Although we have no service on 19 July, we hope you will still enjoy the lectionary readings. 
Readings for 19 July: (OT) Genesis 28:10-19a                 Jacob’s ladder 

       (Gospel) Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 parables of the Kingdom 
 

    
 
All you ever wanted to know about…The Oxford Movement. 
It’s something we hear about occasionally in the media or read about in books and papers. But 

what exactly was its role in the Church of England, and what effect did it 
have in the Diocese of Manchester? In 1833 John Keble preached the 

annual Assize Sermon in Oxford to the judges and officers of the court 
exhorting them to deal justly. In the sermon, entitled National Apostasy, 
Keble denounced the nation for turning away from God and for regarding 

the Church of England as a mere institution of society, like the courts or 
parliament, rather than the prophetic voice of God,  commissioned by him 

to teach the people and warn against evil ways.  This influential event 
marked the start of the religious revival known as Tractarianism, named 
after the 90 publications called ‘Tracts for the Times’, written by the 

Tractarians, now more commonly known as the Oxford Movement.  They 
were a group of High Churchmen who argued for the reinstatement of 

some of the older liturgical and devotional customs and traditions from 
before the Reformation as well as adopting some contemporary Roman 

Catholic traditions. They were suspected by many traditional Anglicans of 
Roman Catholic tendencies, and some of their best-known members did 
indeed convert, including St John Henry Newman. They believed in ‘one 

holy, catholic and apostolic church,’ emphasising the importance of the 
ministry and the sacraments, especially the centrality of the Eucharist- it’s 

why many churches today insist on celebrating Holy Communion every 
Sunday. They loved the beauty of symbolism- the wonderful silver 
processional cross from St Alban Cheetwood, now in Manchester Cathedral, 

and the gorgeous vestments worn in their churches (fascinating collection at 
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St Augustine Tonge Moor).  They set up Anglican religious orders for both men and women, 
mainly to carry out acts of mercy (the sisters of the Society of St Margaret were very active in 

Manchester’s High Anglican churches working with the poor), who still work with the poor and 
sick across the world. Some of you will have heard of the Community of the Resurrection at 

Mirfield, and the All Saints Sisters of the Poor who began the children’s hospice movement. 
The bishops refused to give Tractarian priests livings (including Bishop Fraser, whose memorial 
is in St Paul’s, and this remained Diocesan ‘policy’ in Manchester well into the 20th century) but 

in the crowded slums of the fast-growing industrial towns they staffed the new churches being 
built to serve the needs of the people and brought a whole new dimension of attractive and 

stimulating worship to people who worked long hours in the new factories and lived in poor and 
crowded conditions, with little leisure time apart from Sundays, and no place of stimulation or 
enjoyment other than the pub. These churches were known as ‘the House of God and the 

gateway to Heaven.’ The churches in Manchester, including St Alban Cheetwood, St Benedict 
Ardwick and St John Miles Platting, also provided social groups known as Guilds for women, men 

and young people, sewing circles, clubs for sporting and 
social events plus training in skills like carpentry, and in 
the 20th century youth clubs, Scouts and guides and 

Saturday morning clubs as well as Sunday School and 
bible study. They were especially successful at reaching 

out to and involving women of all ages. One innovation 
at St Alban’s was District Visitors, ladies who were 

assigned specific streets which they visited, co-
ordinating the clothing club, the blanket club, the burial 
society and the coal club, all practical ways of bringing 

the wider community into contact with the growing 
Christian community. Attendance at services was huge- 1000 regulars in 1867 at St Alban’s, all 

known to the vicar. Keble’s desire that the humblest members of a parish should embrace in full 
a life of Christian holiness is reflected in their life and witness. I am grateful to Richard McEwan, 
formerly deputy headteacher at St Paul’s Primary School, and member of the Anglo-Catholic 

History Society, for much of the information about the great Anglo- Catholic churches in 
Manchester, alas no longer with us (St Alban closed and was demolished in 1994), whose role as 

a beacon of light and hope in their communities can never be underestimated.  Anthea Darlington 
[Pictures: John Keble; St Alban Cheetwood processional cross; St Alban Cheetwood] 
 

Special prayer for John Keble’s commemoration: 

Grant, O God, that in all time of our testing we may know your presence and obey your will; that 

following the example of your servant John Keble, we may accomplish with integrity and courage what 

you give us to do and endure what you give us to bear, through Jesus Christ Our Lord who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one god now and for ever. Amen. 
 

If you are feeling down at the moment, as many of us are, wondering whether life will ever 
return to normal, Jean Dyson recommends Be Still with God Ministries led by Revd Mo Surrey, 

Quiet Days now on Zoom. Check out the website for more detail: www.bestillwithgod.org.uk  

‘God expects his people to remain faithful, and he will remain faithful in return.’  Revd Mike 
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