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Introduction: Walking on water? 
 
Gathering 
 
We gather together to worship God, 
who comes to us when we least expect it, 
who calls us out of the safety of our ordered lives 
and invites us to join Him in the adventure of faith. 
Let’s worship God together. Amen.  
 
Hymn: Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult  
 

Prayer 

Gracious Father, 
Revive your Church in our day. 
And make her holy, strong and faithful, 
For your glory’s sake 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 



 

 

Reading: Matthew 14. 22-33 

 
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side,                               
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went                           
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but                             
by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, the wind was                                 
against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the                           
lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified,                           
saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear.  
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be                               
afraid.’ 
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the                               
water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So, Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the                             
water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became                           
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately                         
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did                               
you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat                               
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 
 

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
 

Reflection: Lessons in walking on water - Rt Revd Alan Smith, Bishop of St 
Albans 
 
Intercessions  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Confession 

Lord forgive us when we put our own needs first. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord forgive us when we choose to do wrong. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, forgive us when we treat others badly 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, forgive us when we do nothing as others are treated badly or are in need. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, set us free from sin, and teach us to serve you. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
 
 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion  
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all 
the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful 
redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 



 
 
 
Conclusion 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of god Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 
Hymn: At the name of Jesus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult  

Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult 
of our life's wild restless sea 
day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 
saying, 'Christian, follow me;' 
 
As of old Saint Andrew heard it 
by the Galilean lake, 
turned from home and toil and kindred, 
leaving all for his dear sake. 
 
Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, 
saying, 'Christian, love me more.' 
 
In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
that we love him more than these. 
 
Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, 
Saviour, make us hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thine obedience, 
serve and love thee best of all. 
 

Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 
 

 



 

 

 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind; 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 
O still small voice of calm. 
 

John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) 
 



 

 

 

At the name of Jesus 

At the name of Jesus Name him, Christians, name him, 
every knee shall bow,                                    with love strong as death, 
every tongue confess him                              but with awe and wonder, 
King of Glory now:                                       and with bated breath; 
'tis the Father's pleasure                                he is God the Saviour, 
we should call him Lord,                                he is Christ the Lord, 
who from the beginning                                 ever to be worshipped, 
was the mighty Word:                                   trusted and adored. 
 
Humbled for a season,                                  Surely, this Lord Jesus 
to receive a name                                         shall return again, 
from the lips of sinners                                 with his Father's glory, 
unto whom he came,                                    with his angel train; 
faithfully he bore it                                        for all wreaths of empire 
spotless to the last,                                       meet upon his brow, 
brought it back victorious                              and our hearts confess him 
when from death he passed.                          King of Glory now. 
 
 

Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877) 

 


