
Trinity 2 
 

Readings and Prayers 

Collect 
 
Collect 
Lord. you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ's sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and forever. Amen.    
 
 
First Lesson :   Ezekiel 17: 22 - end   

 

 22 " 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of 

a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a 

high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce 

branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they 

will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the field will know that I the 

LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and 

make the dry tree flourish.  

      " 'I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.' " 

Second Lesson: 2 Cor 5:1-17   

6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body 

we are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and 

would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal 

to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for 

the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

The Ministry of Reconciliation 

    11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are 

is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to 

commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so 

that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the 

heart. 13If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is 

for you. 14For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 

therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

    16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
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Gospel :  Mark 4:26 -34   

26He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 

ground. 27Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 

though he does not know how. 28All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, 

then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 

the sickle to it, because the harvest has come." 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

    30Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 

we use to describe it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant 

in the ground. 32Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 

plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade." 

    33With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 

understand. 34He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he 

was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

 
 
Sermon Text – Trinity 2  Year B 

Faith and trust are the bedrock on which all successful relationship are founded and 

this holds true for our relationship with God as it does for our interpersonal 

relationships. We are people of faith, we all of us trust the Lord God. It goes hand in 

hand with our profession of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour – it is what makes us 

Christians. As such we are called to live in accordance with God’s will.  

So, what are we to make of the gospel reading? Two parables, both about seed. The 

first tells us that once seed is scattered whether we are awake or sleeping, night or 

day, the seed grows until it produces a harvest. The second is about a mustard seed. 

The Kingdom of God is like this incredibly small seed which produces a huge tree, big 

enough to offer shade to birds perching in its branches. As always with scripture is 

helpful to start with the immediate context. If we do that then we will find that the 

passage that immediately precedes today’s reading commences with the parable of the 

sower and also this: 

“Do you bring in a lamp and put it under a bowl of the bed? Instead don’t you put in on 

a stand? 

“ Consider carefully what you hear; with the measure you use it will also be measured 

to you”. 

So if we put that all together it is quite easy to see that the gospel reading is actually 

about our action and the their consequences. As Christians we are called to be lights to 

the world, reflecting Christ’s light in our own small part of the world. Lights don’t tend 

to be too effective hidden away in under a bowl or a bed. Lights need to be visible and 

if light is visible it will have a transformational effect. And what is true of light is also 

true of our words and our deeds. Once we have planted the seed by some word, action 

or indeed inaction, whether we like it or not the seed will grow just like the seed in the 

parable and potentially just like the mustard seed something with very small 

beginnings can, eventually, have a huge impact. 
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With the measure we use……… 

So what measure should we be using? Paul writing to the Corinthians in our epistle 

reading carries on the these and urges all those who are part of the body of Christ to 

live by faith and not be sight. Living by faith means living in the light and being an 

active part of God’s redeeming work. The ministry of reconciliation is how Paul puts it, 

the reconciliation of humanity to God, a work that was begun and finished in one sense 

by Jesus on the cross. 

Sadly the reading stopped short of what to my mind are the most important verses of 

this passage: 

“18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us 

the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to 

himself not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 

through us; we entreat you therefore, on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 

Reconciliation, that is the seed that we are given to plant by our faith. We do that by 

showing the love and light of God in our daily lives. We may never know what harvest 

grows from the seeds we sow, but we can be assured God’s purpose will be worked 

out, His will be done, and His Kingdom will come. 

For us we are called to be ministers of reconciliation. New creations in Christ, sharing 

the message and love of God. It is not easy, and the task may well be difficult; some 

seed will fall on stony ground or get choked by weeds or scorched by the sun, but for 

us, we are just called to sow. 

 

In his name. 
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New every morning is the love 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 New every morning is the love 
 our wakening and uprising prove; 
 through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
 restored to life and power and thought. 
 
2 New mercies, each returning day, 
 hover around us while we pray; 
 new perils past, new sins forgiven, 
 new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 
 
3 If on our daily course our mind 
 be set to hallow all we find, 
 new treasures still, of countless price, 
 God will provide for sacrifice. 
 
4 The trivial round, the common task, 
 will furnish all we need to ask, 
 room to deny ourselves, a road 
 to bring us daily nearer God. 
 
5 Only, O Lord, in thy dear love 
 fit us for perfect rest above; 
 and help us, this and every day, 
 to live more nearly as we pray. 
 
John Keble (1792-1866) 
 
 
Touch the earth lightly – David Ogden 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
 Touch the earth lightly, 
 use the earth gently, 
 nourish the life of the world in our care: 
 gift of great wonder, 
 ours to surrender, 
 trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 
 We who endanger, 
 who create hunger, 
 agents of death for all creatures that live, 
 we who would foster 
 clouds of disaster - 
 God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
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Let there be greening, 
 birth from the burning, 
 water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
 health in God's garden, 
 hope in God's children, 
 regeneration that peace will complete. 
 
 God of all living, 
 God of all loving, 
 God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
 teach us, deflect us, 
 Christ reconnect us, 
 using us gently, and making us one. 

 
Shirley E Murray (1931-2020)  
© 1992 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
 

 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 
 for Jesus restores what sin would destroy; 
 God's power and glory in Jesus we know, 
 and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 
2 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace, 
 the captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
 the outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share, 
 and hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 
3 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice, 
 believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
 His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 
 our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 
 
4 God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 
 in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole; 
 the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 
 and all things cry ‘Glory!’, to God all in all! 

 
 
 
Bryn Rees (1911-1983) 
© Alexander Scott 
(One License 55054) 


