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Introduction: Total authority? 
 
Gathering 

We meet in the presence of the Living God who is, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

Hymn: Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 

Prayer 
Lord of creation, 
whose glory is around and within us: 
open our eyes to your wonders, 
that we may serve you with reverence 
and know your peace at our lives’ end, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 

 



 

Reading: Matthew 21.23-32 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority 
I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 
you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Hymn: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 

Reflection: - The Venerable Dr Jane Mainwaring, Archdeacon of St Albans - ‘By 
what authority’ 

Intercessions  

 

 
 
 



 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Confession 

Lord forgive us when we put our own needs first. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord forgive us when we choose to do wrong. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, forgive us when we treat others badly 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, forgive us when we do nothing as others are treated badly or are in need. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, set us free from sin, and teach us to serve you. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion  
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all 
the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful 
redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
Conclusion 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of god Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 
Hymn: All praise to Christ, our Lord and King divine 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 
first-begotten from the dead, 
Thou alone, our strong defender, 
liftest up Thy people's head. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Jesu, true and living bread. 

Here our humblest homage pay we, 
here in loving reverence bow; 
here for faith’s discernment prayer we, 
lest we fail to know thee now. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
thou art here, we ask now how. 

Though the lowliest form doth veil thee 
as of old in Bethlehem, 
here as there thine angels hail thee, 
branch and flower of Jesse’s stem. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
we in worship join with them. 

Paschal Lamb, thine offering finished 
once for all when thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
cleansing souls from every stain. 

Life-imparting heavenly manna, 
stricken rock, with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
risen, ascended, glorified!   

George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925) 



 
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 

There's a wideness in God's mercy 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in his justice 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgement given. 

For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of our mind, 
and the heart of the eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify his strictness 
with a zeal he would not own. 

There is plentiful redemption 
through the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the head. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss. 

Second half of tune: 
If our love were but more simple 
we should take him at his word; 
and our lives would be all gladness 
in the joy of Christ our Lord.                       Frederick William Faber (1814-1863) 



 
 

 
All praise to Christ, our Lord and King divine 

 
All praise to Christ, our Lord and king divine, 
yielding your glory in your love's design, 
that in our darkened hearts your grace might shine: 
Alleluia! 
 
You came to us in lowliness of thought; 
by you the outcast and the poor were sought; 
and by your death was our redemption bought: 
Alleluia! 
 
The mind of Christ is as our minds should be: 
he was a servant that we might be free, 
humbling himself to death on Calvary: 
Alleluia! 
 
Let every tongue confess with one accord, 
in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and God the Father be by all adored: 
Alleluia! 
 

Francis Bland Tucker (1895-1984) 
based on Philippians 2.5-11 
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