
These Stones 
A Service of Remembering 

from the Iona Community  
 
 
Welcome to our service this evening. We 
hope you will find peace as we spend this 
time together.  
 
Before we begin our service, it would be 
useful to find a small stone, pebble or rock  
to hold, and have a candle or tealight ready to light. 
Please join me with the words in bold   
 

Opening Responses 
God of all times and places 

We gather in your presence 

God of eternity and each moment 

We take this time as yours 

God of the here and now 

We are here with you 

 

Music 
 

Gathering Prayer  
God of all creation, 

who cannot be contained by our boundaries, by our definitions – 

light from beyond the galaxies, sea without a farther shore –  

you are present in every place, in every moment in history 

you are here and now 

 

 



Help us to know today 

that those from whom we are separated in death –  

by its long silence, its aching absence – 

are each of them in your presence; 

that beyond our horizons, 

beyond our boundaries 

beyond our understanding 

they are held in your embrace 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Bible Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

Music 
 

Bible Reading Hebrews 11:13-16 

 

A meditation on the stones we hold 
 

Time to lay the stones down  
 

Music 
 

Poem  
 

Prayers 
God, we never worship alone.  

We are always surrounded by a great company  

Of those whose life and truth have touched our lives. 

Make us aware today that they are with us and we are with them 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 



We thank you for those 

Who were shining lights in a dark world, and still are; 

Those who in school, office, church or community 

Give us the values or the faith we still live by 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 

We thank you for the lights that shone  

in just one small corner of the world: 

For mothers, grandmothers and sisters,  

for fathers, grandfathers and brothers, 

for children, husbands and wives, 

neighbours, friends and colleagues 

who gave us something never to be forgotten 

and shared a love never to be lost. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 

Eternal God 

you see face to face those we remember tonight. 

Tell them that we love them, that we miss them, 

that they are not forgotten. 

 

Cheer us with the prospect of a day 

when there will be no more death or parting, 

and all shall be well and all shall be one. 

 

May they whom we remember today 

be among the first to welcome us to heaven, 

where, with you in unending love, and in the company of all the saints, 

we will share the feast of your everlasting family. 

 

Until that day, 

keep us in faith, 

kill us with hope, 

deepen us through love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Music 
 

Closing 
May Christ being born anew in your hearts bring light, healing and 

wholeness to us and all your loved ones in this world and in heaven 

 

And the Saints shall tread the pilgrim road, 

before us, behind us, between us, 

surrounding us with the unbounded love of God our creator. 

 

May God bless us and heal us and hold us in love, 

today, tonight and for ever more.  Amen 

 
 

Please remember that we are here to talk to and pray with 

if you ever need us.  God bless you and keep you, today 

and always. 

 

Liturgy adapted from Service for All Souls in Praying for 

the Dawn (2000) Ruth Burgess & Kathy Galloway (Eds) 

Wild Goose Publications  


