
St Nicholas, North Walsham: Sunday 9 May 2021 
Celebrant: Reverend Nigel Paterson 

Sixth Sunday of Easter   

 

The Greeting  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father   

and the Lord Jesus Christ   

be with you  

And also with you.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen.   

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 

Words of welcome and introduction  

Prayer of preparation 

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known   

and from whom no secrets are hidden:   

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   

that we may perfectly love you,   

and worthily magnify your holy name;   



through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Hymn: As the deer pants for the water (SP 259) 
 

As the deer pants for the water 

So my soul longs after you 

You alone are my heart’s desire 

And I long to worship you 

You alone are my strength, my shield 

To you alone may my spirit yield 

You alone are my heart’s desire 

And I long to worship you 

I want you more than gold or silver 

Only you can satisfy 

You alone are the real joy giver 

And the apple of my eye 

You are my friend and you are my brother 

Even though you are king 

I love you more than any other 

So much more than anything. 

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us 

therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil And 

confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 1 Cor 5:7,8.  

 

Silence for reflection  

Most merciful God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we have sinned  

in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are,  

and direct what we shall be;  



that we may do justly, love mercy,  

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

Almighty God,   

who forgives all who truly repent,   

have mercy upon you,   

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,   

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal;   

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung by the Choir)  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  we 
worship you, we give you thanks,   

we praise you for your glory.   
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the 
highest. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, receive our prayer.  
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,   

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.  

The Collect  
 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 



 

 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: Acts 10. 44 – 48. 
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 

the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, 47 ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48 So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
A reading from the First Letter of John 1 John 5. 1 – 6. 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we know 

that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4 for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 

conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the one who 

came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98 (Please join in with the words in bold type) 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+5&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30608a


1 O sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvellous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have gained him victory. 
2 The LORD has made known his victory; 

    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the victory of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son   

and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning   

is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

The Gospel:  John 15. 9 – 17    Please stand  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 



kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be complete. 12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 

have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 

go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands 

so that you may love one another. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon: The Reverend Valerie Watts 

 

The Affirmation of Faith  

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  

source of all being and life,  

the one for whom we exist?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  

who took our human nature,  

died for us and rose again?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God  

and makes Christ known in the world?  

We believe and trust in him.  

This is the faith of the Church.  



This is our faith.  

We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession:  

 

The Peace (Please stand)  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they 
saw the Lord.                                       John 20. 19, 20  

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

Hymn: Lord Jesus Christ (NEH 297) 
 

Lord Jesus Christ 

You have come to us 

You are one with us 

Mary’s Son 

Cleansing our souls from all their sin 

Pouring Your love and goodness in 

Jesus, our love for you we sing 

Living Lord 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Now and every day 

Teach us how to pray 

Son of God 

You have commanded us to do 

This in remembrance Lord of you 

Into our lives your power breaks through 

Living Lord 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 

You have come to us 
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Born as one with us 

Mary’s Son 

Led out to die on Calvary 

Risen from death to set us free 

Living Lord Jesus, help us see 

You are Lord 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 

I would come to you 

live my life for you 

Son of God 

All your commands I know are true 

Your many gifts will make me new 

Into my life your power breaks through 

Living Lord 

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table  

Be present, be present,   

Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest:   
make yourself known in the breaking of the 
bread. Amen  

The Eucharistic Prayer  

The Lord is here  

His Spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

always and everywhere to give you thanks,   

almighty and eternal Father,   

and in these days of Easter  

to celebrate with joyful hearts   

the memory of your wonderful works.   
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For by the mystery of his passion,   

Jesus Christ, your risen Son,   

has conquered the powers of death and hell   
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.  
He has placed them once more in paradise  

and opened to them the gate of life eternal.   

And so, in the joy of this Passover,   

earth and heaven resound with gladness,   
while angel and archangels and the powers of all 
creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, (Sung by the choir)  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour  
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and   
wine may be to us his body and his blood; who, in the same night that  
he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and  
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is  
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.   

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of  
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance  
of me.   

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty  
resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your  
kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of  
Christ your Son our Lord. 

  



Jesus Christ is Lord:   

Lord, by your cross and resurrection,   

you have set us free.   

You are the Saviour of the world.   

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks  
and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of  
your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your  
love and unite us in the body of Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Through 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all 
who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship  you, Father 
almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:  

Blessing and honour and glory and power   

be yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer   

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray…  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come;   

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread  

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,   

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

(The choir sing the Agnus Dei)  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 



 

Giving of Communion  

The celebrant invites the people to receive communion:  

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

(The bread is received in silence)  

 

Prayer after Communion (after silence is kept)  
 

God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

  

Amen.  

Almighty God,   

we thank you for feeding us   
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies   

to be a living sacrifice.   

Send us out in the power of your Spirit   

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  

 

 

Hymn: Christ triumphant, ever reigning (SP 267) 
 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

hear us as we sing: 



Yours the glory and the crown, 

the high renown, the eternal name. 

 

2 Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

power and majesty concealing 

by your humble birth: 

Yours the glory... 

 

3 Suffering servant, scorned, ill - treated, 

victim crucified! 

death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 

Yours the glory... 

4 Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 

sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love: 

Yours the glory... 

 

5 So, our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 

ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

this shall be our song: 

Yours the glory... 

 

Blessing and dismissal  

 

May Christ who out of defeat brings new hope and a new 

future, fill you with his new life;  

and the blessing of God almighty,   

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,   

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

   

 With the power that raised Jesus from the dead  

 at work within you,   



go in the peace of Christ.   

 Alleluia, alleluia.  

 Thanks be to God.  

 Alleluia, alleluia.  
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