
St Nicholas, North Walsham: Sunday 16 May 2021 
Celebrant: Reverend Nigel Paterson 

Seventh Sunday of Easter   

 

The Greeting  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father   

and the Lord Jesus Christ   

be with you  

And also with you.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen.   

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 

Words of welcome and introduction  

Prayer of preparation 

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known   

and from whom no secrets are hidden:   

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   

that we may perfectly love you,   

and worthily magnify your holy name;   

through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



Hymn: The head that once was crowned with thorns (NEH 134) 

 

The head that once was crowned with thorns 

is crowned with glory now; 

a royal diadem adorns 

the mighty Victor's brow. 

 

The highest place that heaven affords 

is his, is his by right, 

the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

and heaven's eternal Light; 

 

The joy all of all who dwell above, 

the joy of all below, 

to whom he manifests his love 

and grants his Name to know. 

 

To them the cross with all its shame, 

with all its grace is given; 

their name, an everlasting name; 

their joy, the joy of heaven. 

 

They suffer with their Lord below, 

they reign with him above, 

their profit and their joy to know 

the mystery of his love. 

 

The cross he bore is life and health, 

though shame and death to him: 

his people's hope, his people's wealth, 

their everlasting theme. 

 

 

What God has prepared for those who love him, he has revealed to us 

through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything. Therefore, let us in 

penitence open our hearts to the Lord, who has prepared good things for 

those who love him.    1 Corinthians 2. 9, 10 

 

Silence for reflection  



Most merciful God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we have sinned  

in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In 
your mercy, forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are,  

and direct what we shall be;  

that we may do justly, love mercy,  

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

Almighty God,   

who forgives all who truly repent,   

have mercy upon you,   

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,   

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal;   

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung by the Choir)  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. Glory to 
God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.   
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the  Father, 
receive our prayer.  
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. For 
you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,   

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.  

The Collect  

 

O God the King of glory, 



you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: Acts 1.15-17, 21-26. 

 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 

numbered about one hundred and twenty people) and said, 16 ‘Friends, the 

scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 for 

he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’ 21 So 

one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until 

the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness 

with us to his resurrection.’ 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed 

and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these 

two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 

from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ 26 And they cast lots 

for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 

apostles. 

This is the word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of John 1 John 5. 9-13. 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is 

the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10 Those who believe in 

the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe 

in God[c] have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God 

has given concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God gave us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; 

whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.13 I write these 

things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+5&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30617c


This is the word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 1 (Please join in with the words in bold type) 

  
1 Happy are those 

    who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, 

    or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
3 They are like trees 

    planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

    and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 
4 The wicked are not so, 

    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, 

    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son   

and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning   

is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

 

The Gospel:  John 17. 6-19.    Please stand  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 Jesus said in prayer, ‘I have made your name known to those whom you 

gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 

they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given 

me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 

and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 

asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 



been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have 

given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 

destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am 

coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 

my joy made complete in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and 

the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I 

do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of the 

world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16 They do not belong 

to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have 

sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they 

also may be sanctified in truth. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon: The Reverend Valerie Watts 

 

The Affirmation of Faith  

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  

source of all being and life,  

the one for whom we exist?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  

who took our human nature,  

died for us and rose again?  

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God  

and makes Christ known in the world?  

We believe and trust in him.  

This is the faith of the Church.  

This is our faith.  

We believe and trust in one God,  



Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession:  

 

The Peace (Please stand)  

God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a 

pledge of what is to come has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 

Alleluia.                                                   2 Corinthians 1. 22. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

Hymn: All for Jesus (NEH 272) 

 

All for Jesus--all for Jesus, 

this our song shall ever be; 

for we have no hope, nor Saviour, 

if we have not hope in thee. 

 

All for Jesus--thou wilt give us 

strength to serve thee, hour by hour, 

none can move us from thy presence, 

while we trust thy love and power. 

 

All for Jesus--at thine altar 

thou wilt give us sweet content; 

there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee 

in thy holy sacrament. 

 

All for Jesus--thou hast loved us; 

all for Jesus--thou hast died; 

all for Jesus--thou art with us; 

all for Jesus crucified. 

 

All for Jesus--all for Jesus-- 

this the Church's song must be; 

till, at last, her sons are gathered 

one in love and one in thee. 



 

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table  

Be present, be present,   

Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest:   
make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. 
Amen  

The Eucharistic Prayer  

The Lord is here  

His Spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For he is our great High Priest 

who has entered once for all 

into the heavenly sanctuary, 

evermore to pour upon your Church 

the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 

He is the one who has gone before us, 

who calls us to be united in prayer 

as were his disciples in the upper room 

while they awaited his promised gift, 

the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost. 

Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing 

as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of praise:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, (Sung by the choir)  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  



Hosanna in the highest.  

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command,  grant that, by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
his body and his blood; who, in the same night that  he was betrayed, took 
bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and  gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is  given for you; do this in remembrance 
of me.   

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave 
it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of  the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.   

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made 
once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty  resurrection and 
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your  kingdom, and with 
this bread and this cup we make the memorial of  Christ your Son our 
Lord. 

             Jesus Christ is Lord:   
Lord, by your cross and resurrection,   

you have set us free.   

You are the Saviour of the world.   

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks  and 
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of  your 
divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your  love and unite 
us in the body of Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Through him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before you in 
earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting 
praise:  

Blessing and honour and glory and power   

be yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer   

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray…  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come;   

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   



Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

As we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread  

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,   

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

(The choir sing the Agnus Dei)  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb 
of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion  

The celebrant invites the people to receive communion:  

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

(The bread is received in silence)  

Prayer after Communion (after silence is kept)  

 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen.  

Almighty God,   

we thank you for feeding us   
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies   

to be a living sacrifice.   

Send us out in the power of your Spirit   

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  



Hymn: At the name of Jesus (NEH 338) 

 

At the name of Jesus 

every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him 

King of Glory now. 

'Tis the Father's pleasure 

we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning 

was the mighty Word: 

 

 

Humbled for a season, 

to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners 

unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it 

spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious 

when from death he passed. 

 

Bore it up triumphant 

with its human light, 

through all ranks of creatures 

to the central height, 

to the throne of Godhead, 

to the Father's breast; 

filled it with the glory 

of that perfect rest. 

 

 

In your hearts enthrone him; 

there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, 

all that is not true: 

crown him as your captain 

in temptation's hour; 

let his will enfold you 

in its light and power. 

 



Brothers, this Lord Jesus 

shall return again, 

with his Father's glory, 

with his angel train; 

for all wreaths of empire 

meet upon his brow, 

and our hearts confess him 

King of Glory now. 

 

 

Blessing and dismissal  

 

May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give you grace to 

confess that Jesus is Lord, and strengthen you to proclaim the 

word and works of God;  

and the blessing of God almighty,   

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,   

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

   

 With the power that raised Jesus from the dead  

 at work within you,   

go in the peace of Christ.   

 Alleluia, alleluia.  

 Thanks be to God.  

 Alleluia, alleluia.  
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