
 
 

The Teme Valley South Biblical Gardens Service 
14th June 2020 

 
Introduction Revd. Julia Curtis 

 

Welcome. 

This service focusing on gardens has been in my mind for a long while now – with the readings and 

music I had hoped to include mulling around. Originally, the intention was to use the service with 

one of our village open garden days planned for this summer, but like so many things in 2020, that 

did not quite go according to plan. 

 

As it turns out, our gardens have been vitally important to many of us during these last 12 weeks of 

lockdown. Here in the Teme Valley, we have spent a lot of time working in and enjoying our 

outdoor spaces. Planting, weeding, tending, battling insects and relaxing as the birds sing around us 

and the sun has often shined. 

 

So this morning we pause to give thanks for the blessings we have enjoyed and ponder what gardens 

and gardeners appear in the Bible. 

 

Before we do that, I hope that you have been able to germinate and start to grow your sunflowers 

for the competition. There are 80 growing across the valley somewhere. The picture here is of one 

growing in Jean’s garden and I know Jo and her family have planted theirs out. So keep looking after 

your sunflowers and we will see who ends up with the tallest at the end of the summer. 

 

God's Garden - read by Jean Harrison 

 

THE Lord God planted a garden 

In the first white days of the world, 

And He set there an angel warden 

In a garment of light enfurled. 

 

So near to the peace of Heaven, 

That the hawk might nest with the wren, 

For there in the cool of the even 

God walked with the first of men. 

 

And I dream that these garden-closes 

With their shade and their sun-flecked sod 

And their lilies and bowers of roses, 

Were laid by the hand of God. 

 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 

The song of the birds for mirth,-- 

One is nearer God's heart in a garden 

Than anywhere else on earth. 

 

For He broke it for us in a garden 

Under the olive-trees 

Where the angel of strength was the warden 

And the soul of the world found ease. 

 

Dorothy Frances Gurney 



 

 

Garden 1 – Eden   Revd. Robert Barlow  

                                                                                                                                                                      

Reading 

Genesis 2:4-9 & 15-17.  
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

In the day that the Lord[a] God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no plant of the field was yet 

in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain 

upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise from the earth, 

and water the whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the 

ground,[b] and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8 And 

the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
9 Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good 

for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil. 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the 

Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17 but of the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Reflection  

Hello and welcome, to the Garden here at Oak House. 

I want to offer a few thoughts about the Garden of Eden and God's creation and the story of Adam 

being placed in that garden. And I want to do that by going first to the compost area. 

  

So, what are we doing with compost? 

This is my compost bin here. Got all sorts of stuff in there, It's a bit smelly. This is the more fresh 

stuff in the rotary one. It's never really worked terribly well, but never mind. 

Here's some that I made a year or so ago. It's still a little bit fresh. It's a little bit hot. 

It tends to burn the roots of any plants that I put in it at the moment. But I hope that one day it will 

be usable. 

It was Professor Tim Gorringe, professor of theology at Exeter, either in one of his books or in a  

lecture, I heard him give who talked about understanding the Genesis 2 account of creation best by 

thinking about God playing in the compost. 

And as God plays in a compost heap, he draws out of the compost. A human 

Because the word for "human" and the word for "earth". 

God made Adam from Adamah 

God made the human from the humus or those of you who may remember Last of the Summer 

Wine may remember that very earthy, mucky character Compo. 

God made the Compo from the compost. 

But having created humanity. The task that God gives to humanity is to care for and look after the 

garden in which they've been set. 

Indeed, the same words they used about humanity's relationship with the Earth. The words he used 

to describe the people, God's relationship with God himself. 

Adam is to serve and keep the garden. 

The people of God are to serve God and keep the commandments. 

That's the covenant relationship. 

And so our relationship to God and our relationship to Creation, are inextricably lined up. 

God put humanity into the garden of creation to be consumers. 

They had free run of the garden, except God also put a limit on what was allowable. 

It wasn't unfettered consumerism, the tree in the middle of a garden was out of bounds. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis2.4-9%2C+15-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-35a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis2.4-9%2C+15-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-38b


 

 

So for us, we are consumers, but we should know the limits to what is. 

But of course, the story goes on that humans thought they knew better than God. 

 

They didn't recognize and value the limit that he had set. 

And so they step over that boundary and discovered that there were consequences first of all, they 

discovered that they were naked. 

Up until then they had been innocent. And they hadn't needed to hide any aspect of themselves from 

God. Now they realized their nakedness. And so they started to make clothes out of fig leaves. 

 

And here's a fig tree. 

We've got figs starting to grow on it. Don't worry, I'm not going to start a new fashion by trying 

wear fig leaves for everything. 

God spelled out to the humans, the effects of their rebellion against damaged relationships. No 

longer do they have that easy conversation on meeting with Him in the cool of the day in the 

garden. 

It had changed. But for all that the relationship changed, God's Love didn't. Gods still had a concern 

for his people. 

So that the fig leaves, well they might be fine for this time of year, though. Personally, I think I would 

need something more substantial. But they would be really pretty ropey for the colder months even 

in the Middle East wouldn't be enough to be wearing just a fig leaf 

So what does God do? God gives them fur coats! God continues to show His provision and his love. 

Even to his rebellious people 

 

And that's what they the rest of the Bible story is about. 

It's about our human rebellion. It's about our failure to care for God's creation, as we should do. It's 

about failure to recognise the boundaries that he sets for our own good but how he continues by 

calling a people to be back in that relationship with him. By sending his Son to enable that 

relationship to develop more fully. 

Jesus is the one who called himself the son of man. Son of Adam The Son of the one drawn from the 

earth.  He walked to the earth. And he was crucified on the earth and he was buried in the earth. 

And he was raised from the Earth and the earth shook on all those occasions as the creator was 

interacting with creation itself 

But those are stories for other gardens and other people 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

Prayer 

Let's pray 

God our Father, we 

thank you for the beauty 

of the garden and your creation. 

We pray that we may serve it and keep 

it and recognize the limits of consumption. 

We thank you that your love goes beyond our rebellion. 

and we pray that we may know your provision always 

in the name of the One who is the son of the one from the earth 

Jesus our Lord,  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glory to God – Verse 1                                                                                                                                  

Hymn                                                                                                    

 

Glory to God, to God in the height, 

bring peace to ev’ry nation 

Lord God almighty Father and King, 

and author of salvation. 

Glory let the people sing, 

telling out redemption’s story, 

as we worship your name with 

Thankful songs of praise for  

the love that is your glory                                                                                                                                       

 

Garden 2 – Gethsemane    Reader Pete Thorp                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Reading Matthew 26:36-46 

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while 

I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee. Grief and 

anguish came over him, 38 and he said to them, “The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost 

crushes me. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

39 He went a little farther on, threw himself face downward on the ground, and prayed, “My Father, 

if it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me! Yet not what I want, but what you want.” 

40 Then he returned to the three disciples and found them asleep; and he said to Peter, “How is it 

that you three were not able to keep watch with me for even one hour? 41 Keep watch and pray 

that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

42 Once more Jesus went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cup of suffering cannot be taken away 

unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 He returned once more and found the disciples asleep; they 

could not keep their eyes open. 

44 Again Jesus left them, went away, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he 

returned to the disciples and said, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look! The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners. 46 Get up, let us go. Look, here is the 

man who is betraying me!” 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Reflection 

The books of Matthew and Mark are the only two books of the bible which refer to Gethsemane by 

name. 

Traditionally, referred to as the Garden of Gethsemane, meaning “olive press”, it was located on the 

Mount of Olives east of Jerusalem and close to the Kidron Valley. Today, there is a place on The 

Mount of Olives, where crowds gather every day and where there are olive trees dating back 2000 

years. This is the place celebrated as the Garden of Gethsemane and behind me is an image from the 

garden. 

 

But what was the significance of such a place? 

Several books of the Old Testament make reference to the Mount of Olives. Solomon in the book 

of Kings, Samuel and Zechariah all have connections to this location. And whilst only two Gospels 

make reference to 

Gethsemane, all the Gospels make reference to the Mount of Olives. Several times in the bible, we 

find Jesus and the disciples pass through the area as the Mount has a commanding view across The 

Kidron Valley and looks out across Jerusalem. Acts tells us too that it was on the Mount of Olives 

that Christ rose to heaven on his ascension. 

 

 

 



 

 

On the night He was betrayed. 

It is noted in the Gospel of Matthew that Jesus took His three closest disciples — Peter, James, and 

John — with Him "to a place called Gethsemane" (Matthew 26:36) so that He could pray. Scripture 

recounts much the same account in Mark. There He wrestled in great sorrow with the torture and 

humiliation that He knew was before Him. 

 

What happened in the garden? 

Jesus said to His disciples, "Sit here while I pray" (Mark 14:32). He acknowledged His sadness, asking 

them to keep watch, for "My soul is filled with sorrow to the point of death" (14:34). He walked a 

little further from them, sank to His knees, and cried out to His Father, God. “Abba, Father,' he said, 

'everything is possible to you. Take this cup away from me. Yet not as I will, but as You will "(14:36). 

This was no casual prayer — Jesus was distracted. 

Matthew's Gospel tells us, "He fell to the ground on His face" (Matthew 26:39) as He prayed with all 

His might. 

He continued the prayers all through the night and on each occasion of his return to the disciples he 

found them sleeping. Luke notes that he prayed so fervently that his “sweat was like drops of blood” 

Mark then acknowledges that Jesus appeared to accept his circumstance 

 

What is the significance of the Garden? 

It was a place of prayer for Jesus, where he was able to meet with His Father and seek guidance and 

comfort and solace. His last night of freedom, before his capture, was a time of great sorrow and 

pain and betrayal which, the fully human Jesus must have felt. His imminent pain and suffering he 

understood only too well as we hear at the last supper when he gave bread and wine. We know too 

that this was a place of frustration for Jesus, who found his friends asleep on more than one 

occasion prior to his arrest. Acceptance to the will of God was also evident in Christ when he 

healed the soldier Malchus, who was part of the angry mob come to arrest Jesus and whose ear 

Peter cut off. Christ insisted on no struggle or violence underpinning The sermon on the Mount, 

Christ’s message of love of your enemy and prayer for those who persecute. 

Today, the Garden of Gethsemane is a holy place a pilgrimage site where people flock to wander 

among olive trees still-growing there I have no doubt that some will look for the exact place where 

Jesus sank to His knees or offered Himself willingly for arrest and sacrifice. 

Like me, many Christians meditate on the Garden of Gethsemane and its importance to Jesus. It is a 

significant step in understanding the actions, the message, and the will of our saviour. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

Prayer  

Lord we have so many questions 

In the darkness, the dawn seems so distant 

Speak softly to us now through Your Spirit 

Help us to feel your trust 

Just as you trusted when you knelt before your 

Father. 

Help us to live the words you uttered to Him 

“Not my will but Yours” 

Help us to reach outside of our places of comfort, 

To live the words and to trust as you trusted, 

As we again repeat “Not my will but Yours” 

Amen  

  

 

 



 

 

Glory to God Verse 2                                                                                                                                   

Hymn 

Jesus, the Father’s one holy Son, 

All creation bows before you. 

You are the God, the God we acclaim, 

and we worship and adore you. 

Lamb of God, to you we pray, 

you who take our sin away, 

mercy, grace and truth revealing. 

At the right hand of God, receive our humble prayer 

For forgiveness, hope and healing. 

 

Garden 3 – Golgotha - Garden of the Resurrection    Jen Jones  

                                                                                                                                                            

Readings  

John 19:41-42 
41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new 

tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, 

and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

John 20:1-16 NLT 

Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that 

the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 2 She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and 

we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He stooped and looked in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also 

noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 7 while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up 

and lying apart from the other wrappings. 8 Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also 

went in, and he saw and believed— 9 for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that 

said Jesus must rise from the dead. 10 Then they went home. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. 12 She 

saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the 

body of Jesus had been lying. 13 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. 

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
14 She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. 
15 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you 

have put him, and I will go and get him.” 
16 “Mary!” Jesus said. 

She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reflection: ‘Jesus the gardener’.   

 

As we have just heard in Chapter 19 John tells us ‘Now there was a garden in the place 

where He was crucified….’ And that ‘they laid Jesus there’ in a tomb 

This garden is called Golgotha, which means Skull, which is something we associate with 

death. 

However, John tells us in chapter 20, that Jesus rose from the dead, so this garden holds 

both death and life. 

Mary was so distraught when she went to the tomb and found it empty. In her shock and 

grief, she doesn’t recognise the man who speaks to her and she mistakes Jesus for the 

gardener. 

 

So Golgotha is a place that felt the tread of Christ the gardener. 

 

Let us reflect for a moment what gardeners do for plants; 

All plants need water, nutrients, air, light and warmth to survive and flourish. 

Gardeners water their plants to keep them hydrated.  

They feed them with fertilisers containing, a ‘three in one’ mixture of essential nutrients of 

nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium (NPK) to help them grow strong, blossom and bear 

fruit. They also make sure that the plant has enough light to be able to photosynthesise so it 

can take in convert carbon dioxide into, what for us, is life giving oxygen. Gardeners also 

protect plants from extremes of temperature like frost and heat. They also give them a little 

pruning now and then! 

 

In John 15:1-4 Jesus says “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 

bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 

So how are we nurtured by the Lord how does he tend us as a gardener tends to his plants and give 

us the water, nutrients, air, light and warmth we need.  

 

 He feeds and nurtures us – ‘Three in one’ nutrients makes me think of the Holy Trinity! 

God the Father, Jesus his Son and the Holy Spirit 

We read in Romans 11:17   ‘And you Gentiles, who were branches from a wild olive tree, 

have been grafted in. So now you also receive the blessing God has promised Abraham and 

his children, sharing in the rich nourishment from the root of God’s special olive tree. 

 

 He fills us with the living water- 

John tells us in 4:14 Jesus says 14 But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty 

again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 

 

 Air, the breath of life- 

John 20:21-22 says  

 Again, he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”  Then 

he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

 



 

 

 He protects and shields us from harm-  

We read in Psalm 121  

The LORD himself watches over you! 

 The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. 
6 The sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon at night. 

So to me, Golgotha is not a garden of death, but a garden of ‘hope’ and through Jesus’ resurrection, 

a garden of new life and new beginnings. Jesus cultivates our hearts and is the gardener of our souls, 

and gives everyone the opportunity to come into His life 

                                                                                                                                           

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Lord, we thank you for sending your Son Jesus Christ 

to walk among us, nurture and guide us 

so that we are renewed in His Spirit 

and raised to everlasting life. 

Help those exploring faith 

find new ways of meeting Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen                                        

 

 Glory to God Verse 3 

                                                                                                                               

Hymn 

You, Jesus Christ, alone are the Lord, 

by your own eternal merit; 

sharing by right the glory of God 

in the presence of the Spirit. 

You alone are Lord most High, 

you alone we glorify, 

reigning over all creation. 

To the Father, Son and Spirit, Three in One, 

Be eternal Acclamation    

 

Garden 4 – Garden City - Revelation Revd. Sally Jones  

                                                                                                                                                                     

Reading  

Revelation 22:1-5 

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the 

river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne 

of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light 

of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever 
and ever. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                              

Reflection 

 

The story of humanity’s relationship with God begins in the Garden of Eden where God walked in 

the cool evening. In the Book of Revelation, we discover, through the extraordinary vision given to 

John the Evangelist, that a new relationship will be given to us at the end of time, also in a garden. 

Paradise lost and paradise regained. 

By his death and resurrection, Jesus brought salvation to a fallen world. By his suffering. His truly 

human agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, and by his death and liberation from the tomb of the 

Resurrection, he also brought the promise that one day we would meet God face to face. When we 

grasp that astonishing fact we begin to understand that even now the Kingdom of Heaven is very 

near. We get glimpses in the goodness of people, in beauty of places, in the grandeur of landscape 

and sometimes in poetry or music which gives us new understanding 

Here, in God’s garden in the Teme Valley we can reflect on John’s elaborate and extravagant vision 

of the end of time when good will finally overcome evil. It is completely over the top, because it has 

to be. We don’t have the words to describe it so we must have images and symbols, angels and 

sparkling jewels; thunder and lightning and huge hailstones, cities crashing to the ground as evil is 

vanquished. Think Handel’s messiah; think the Alleluia Chorus; think “The Kingdom of this world has 

become the Kingdom of our Lord and he shall reign for ever and ever”. 

 

All this and finally John writes, “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb (that’s Jesus, Lamb of God) through the 

middle of the street of the city, and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations”. 

Today the river Teme at Eastham is flowing quietly. It rises in the Welsh Hills, from the throne of 

God, and flows through the rich countryside, the tree of life on either side, the leaves of the tree for 

the healing of nations. Our river curls its way around the town of Shrewsbury and flows on through 

Ludlow and Tenbury, Tewkesbury and the City of Gloucester, and out to the sea where its waters 

join the great ocean. There it mingles with the waters of countless rivers from all the nations of the 

earth. It tells its own story of reconciliation. 

                                                                                                                                                                                

Prayer  

       

And so we pray on this day for healing and reconciliation and for the willingness to encounter God 

in our daily lives. 

 

Loving God, merciful and true, 

we pray for the healing of your planet 

and for your people, in mind, body and spirit. 

We pray for a world in which we are all servants of God, 

where all are honoured and where all lives matter. 

We give thanks for your promise of eternal life 

And we pray to know you better every day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Blessing 

 Revd. Julia Curtis 

 

And so we come to the end of the four very different Biblical Gardens and thank you to those who 

have helped us reflect as we wandered into each. 

In some ways we have come full circle, from the paradise of Eden through human suffering and the 

agony of Gethsemane, to Golgotha which holds both life and death, back to a place where God 

dwells in perfect harmony with his people once more – the garden city of revelation. 

Here today on the 14th June 2020 we stand between gardens 3 and 4, in an uncertain world crying 

out of the healing of the nations, living lives we could not have dreamt of 6 months ago.  

And yet the gardener, Christ, is still alongside us, willing us to grow and flourish in the patch where 

he has placed us. As we hold onto that we end with a blessing. 

 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

the rains fall soft upon your fields and gardens  

and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                            

Final Song  

Creation sings the Father’s song Creation sings the Father's song; 

He calls the sun to wake the dawn 

And run the course of day 

Till evening falls in crimson rays. 

His fingerprints in flakes of snow, 

His breath upon this spinning globe, 

He charts the eagle's flight; 

Commands the newborn baby's cry. 

Hallelujah! Let all creation stand and sing, 

"Hallelujah!" Fill the earth with songs of worship; 

Tell the wonders of creation's King. 

Creation gazed upon His face; 

The ageless One in time's embrace 

Unveiled the Father's plan 

Of reconciling God and man. 

A second Adam walked the earth, 

Whose blameless life would break the curse, 

Whose death would set us free 

To live with Him eternally. 

Creation longs for His return, 

When Christ shall reign upon the earth; 

The bitter wars that rage 

Are birth pains of a coming age. 

When He renews the land and sky, 

All heav'n will sing and earth reply 

With one resplendent theme: The glories of our God and King! 

 

– 2008 Written by Stuart Townend Keith and Kristen Getty  


