
Sunday 19 September 2021  

Trinity 16  

Readings: 

James 3: 13- 4:3, 7-8 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good 

life that your works are done with gentleness born of 

wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom 

does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 

devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 

also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom 

from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, 

full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 

for those who make peace. 

4Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 

from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within 

you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit 

murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 

engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do 

not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in 

order to spend what you get on your pleasures.7Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  

 

 

Mark 9: 30-37 

 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not 
want anyone to know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying 

to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 



they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 

again.’ 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were 

afraid to ask him. 

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house 

he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 34But 

they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 

about who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and 

said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 

servant of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; 

and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes 

one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 

me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

 

Reflection:   

Offered by Sue Hiscocks 

A novel I read recently was about a young curate named Isobel 

who went to theological college, knew her Bible inside out, a bit 

of Greek, biblical history, literary criticism and so on; her mind 

was full of all that theological ‘stuff’ and she was ready to go to 

work.  She did the usual things, preached, lead worship, PCC’s, 

baptisms, weddings, funerals, visits, endless cups of tea and so on.  

The story about one of her home visits reduced me to fits of 

giggles.  Now this will either make you laugh or cringe.  Isobel 

decided it was the right thing to do to visit parishioners in the 

poorer part of town so she knocked on the door of a working 

class very down to earth family.  Knock, knock, knock; she banged 

on the door, eventually it was opened by a man who had very little 

on.  Isobel was shocked at the sight of him and he was shocked at 

the sight of a woman on his doorstep with a dog collar on.  

Shouting to his wife he bellowed “Jan, the vicar’s here”.  Jan 



appeared, shouting “blooming heck, what you on about, a vicar 

here, what on earth does she want?”.  Jan disappeared for what 

seemed like ages but eventually came back and ushered Isobel into 

the front room, sits her down and offers the usual thing, a cup of 

tea.  Have you noticed it’s always the ‘front’ room and ‘more tea 

vicar’; now Sarah you may want to close your ears because ‘more 

tea vicar’ is apparently a phrase associated with old sitcoms where 

vicars were always either bumbling old dodderers or naïve 

simpletons?  Sorry Sarah! 

Isobel struggles to make conversation so comments politely on 

how nice the wallpaper was.  Jan answered “oh yes, thank you, 

but I was thinking of having a dildo put all around, break it up a 

bit”.  Isobel sat there and didn’t know whether to laugh or cry.  

Jan carries on talking about how the dildo would make such a nice 

change to the room but Isobel couldn’t stop the tears streaming 

down her face and laughter exploding from her mouth.  Well, Jan 

hasn’t a clue why Isobel is falling off her chair with laughter and 

becomes a bit worried and Isobel, not knowing quite what to do, 

bursts out “Jan, you’re thinking of a dado rail, a dildo is most 

definitely something else!  If you’re not sure what I mean, ask me 

later over ‘more tea vicar’.  Well, Jan falls about laughing, telling 

Isobel she’s had to rush to clear the ‘front’ room when Isobel 

turned up because it was all ready for an Ann Summers party that 

evening. 

Anyway, funny stories aside Isobel carries on in her ministry, 

rushing here and there, full of her own self-importance; and 

forgetting she is part of a family, she become independent, 

concerned only about how good she is at what she does, always 

trying to be better than the previous, very popular, curate.  



Eventually she burns herself out, has a nervous breakdown and 

has to leave her job. 

In some ways Isobel reminds me of the disciples in the gospel of 

Mark which is fast and furious from beginning to end.  They seem 

to be on a roller-coaster, rushing here and there, feeding 

thousands, healing and going out two by two casting out unclean 

spirits, and as we hear in the reading vying for self-importance.  

Just like Isobel.  Sometimes Jesus speaks in code and doesn’t 

always make it easy to understand what he is saying, leaving the 

disciples (and us) to decipher the secret meanings hidden in the 

parables, but in our reading today Jesus speaks literally; he tells 

them the brutal truth; he will be handed over; he will be killed; he 

will rise again.  But they aren’t listening to him.  Their expectation 

was that a mighty warrior would come to save them so in a way 

we can’t blame them for not wanting to listen but I don’t think it’s 

that, I think it’s simply because they are too busy arguing about 

who is the greatest.  They have shut Jesus out; he might as well 

have been talking to himself.   

But perhaps we can sympathise with the disciples and Isobel.  

Should we ask ourselves do we behave the same way?  Have we 

become independent, self-reliant, absorbed with our own 

importance?  When he is trying to say something to us, how good 

are we at listening?  Is there something in Scripture, or something 

we’ve heard in church, or something we sense going on around 

us, through which God is speaking to us; and if so, are we open 

to it?  Are we intent on how we think things should be; rather 

than be prepared to have our ways of understanding things taken 

apart so that a new way of understanding can open up instead?  

Do we think that by following Jesus, this we will enhance our own 



prestige, our sense of self-worth, that the gospel exists to make 

us feel good about ourselves?  If so, then we’re unlikely to hear 

what God is actually saying. 

As Jesus often does, he finds a way to help us understand what he 

is saying and, in this case, in an attempt to jolt the disciples out of 

their upside-down thinking, Jesus uses a child, who has no social 

status, as a teaching aid.  The point Jesus is making here is that the 

disciples won’t gain particular favour or social standing because 

they are his followers; anyone who receives even a child in Jesus’ 

name will receive Jesus himself and thereby will receive also ‘the 

one who sent me’; a way of referring to God himself.  In other 

words, anyone at all associated with Jesus will become a child of 

God and belong to his family; the disciples aren’t special in that 

sense at all.  The child has become a mirror of how Jesus describes 

himself in the beginning of this reading, he will be betrayed into 

human hands and be powerless to defend himself against 

authority, religious establishment and the state.  Jesus is about to 

become the weakest of the weak and he holds the child close; 

telling the disciples and us that welcoming the weak is in fact 

welcoming God because God reveals himself not in power but in 

weakness.   

We live in a secular world that encourages a belief system that 

reveres power, strength, individualism, prestige, status, 

importance, and self-reliance.  The way of living as a Christian does 

not mean we cannot achieve and succeed in academia, in our jobs 

and so on; a Christian life is about belonging to a family, equality, 

doing things together; and as James tells us in his letter, it is a way 

of living, that follows a path to true wisdom, that is pure, 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 



without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  It is the path of 

servanthood.  It is the path of love.  It is the path of hope.  The 

challenge is to stay faithfully on that path, and open our ears, 

hearts and minds, so we don’t miss what Jesus is saying to us, 

whether it be in code for us to decipher or a simple message that 

is clear to understand.  If we can become weak rather than strong, 

God’s power will burst through our weakness, and when we listen 

and truly hear him, we will receive the most amazing gift we can 

ever hope to have; to hear the voice of our Lord Jesus Christ 

speak to us.  But maybe we will need to clean our ears out first! 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession: 

Prepared by Tony Henri 

 

Dear Father, we thank you for giving us this new day. May we 

begin our journey through this day with the confidence that you 

are always with us. May we approach each new task in the 

knowledge that we are serving you and to make each task 

worshipful and thankful. May we spread peace as we go about our 

daily tasks and help others to know the joy and peace of your 

love. Help us to make this day this day holy good and joyful. 

Lord in your mercy. 

 

Hear our prayer. 

 



May we offer to you our worship and our work. We remember 

in our prayers today all those who work within the ministry of 

this diocese. We remember our Bishops, John and Martin, also 

Sarah, Sue and all those who work to keep our churches open and 

welcoming. 

From the prayer diary we pray for the Deanery of Kidderminster 

and Stourport and their Dean Tim. We offer our prayer in 

support of the Diocese of Sheffield and Bishops Pete and Sophie. 

We remember the Province of Uganda and Archbishop Stephen 

Kaziimba and the Church of Greenland. 

Lord in your mercy. 

 

Hear our prayer. 

 
Father help us to strive for the well-being of all your creation. In 

these challenging times, give us the courage and persistence to 

work for the well being of all creation, Fill us with peace, that we 

may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, who 

are so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we 

may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow 

beauty, not pollution and destruction. Help us to retain our 

childlike trust in your love and to see the world through the eyes 

of the child and never to forget our own joy and delight in the 

newness of our creation, and to endeavour to protect it. 
Father we pray for the leader of all nations that they may lead us 

wisely in the knowledge of your love. We remember in our 

prayers all the trouble spots around the world, and our thoughts 

and prayers are with the people of Afghanistan at this sad time. 
We especially think of the powerless and afflicted. Lord give them 

your protection and help us to offer what support we can. 

Lord in your mercy 

 

Hear our prayer. 



Father we pray that in the pleasures and pains of life we may know 

the love of Christ and be thankful. We give thanks for all those 

who serve. We pray for the NHS workers who have given so 

much during the past 18 months.  We pray for those finding the 

return to a more normal lifestyle more of a challenge than a joy 

and we ask you to help us always to consider the needs of others. 

We pray for those who suffer; the sick; the poor; the distressed; 

the lonely; the unloved; the persecuted; the unemployed; those 

who grieve; and those who care for them. 

Comfort and heal, merciful Father, all who are in sorrow, need, 

sickness, or any other trouble. Help them to trust in your 

goodness; help those who minister to them; and bring us all into 

the joy of your salvation. 

Lord in your mercy. 

 

Hear our prayer. 

 
Father we pray that we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit 

in communion with all your saints entrusting one another and all 

our life to Christ. 

. 

Merciful Father accepts these prayers for the sake of your 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 


