SPRING 2020 PROGRAMME OF LOCAL EVENTS
All events below are held at St Augustine’s Church and Community Centre in Richmond Road and are open to all. Entry is normally free, although a small charge or retiring collection may be held where requested by speakers or performers. A complimentary glass of wine or fruit juice and nibbles are served at most events.

The programme is supported by Richmond, Oxford and Windsor Roads’ Residents’ Associations, and Benson Area Residents’ Association, and compiled by St Augustine’s Church. Details at www.churchatcastle.org.uk & https://stas.org.uk .
FRIDAY 24 JANUARY  6 – 7PM  ENERGY, CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE UN:
                                                             YOUR FUTURE IN THEIR HANDS
Dr Alison Cooke, an independent consultant in engineering and environmental management, will discuss international efforts to mitigate climate change, including those that led to the Paris Accords in 2018 and to subsequent meetings in Madrid in 2019, and now planned for Glasgow in 2020. She will also suggest how local communities and individuals can make a difference.
FRIDAY 31 JANUARY     6 – 7 PM                       SAVING THE ALBATROSS        
Albatrosses are stunning, long-lived seabirds that spend much of their lives soaring over the ocean. Sadly, they are often accidentally captured in fishing gear, and this is driving population decline: over half of albatross species are now threatened with extinction. Nina DaRocha of the RSPB explains the work of The Albatross Task Force which is dedicated to making fishing operations more sustainable worldwide.
FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY   6 –7 PM                                  DELIVERING BREXIT: 

                                                                            THE CHALLENGES OF HISTORY     
“Brexit means Brexit.” Even after 31 January, the meaning is not likely to be much clearer. The UK is setting out on a long journey into an unknown future while undergoing a crisis of identity. Historian, Professor David Reynolds, draws on his recent book “Island Stories: Britain and its History in the Age of Brexit” to suggest a few pointers and warnings from our past.
FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY   6 – 7 PM               CAMBRIDGE YOUTH OPERA   
                                                                                      RISING STARS

Cambridge Youth Opera presents a wonderful evening of music from past and present stars! Talented performers from CYO’s exciting new production of Hansel and Gretel will be joined by past colleagues, now making their way in the world of music, in a mixed programme of vocal music. A retiring collection will be held to support CYO.

FRIDAY 6 MARCH   6 - 7 PM                  MUSINGS OF A DUTCH PEDANT:                            
           SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE GENESIS OF THE LOW COUNTRIES 
Elsa Strietman is Dutch but has not lived in Holland. She doesn’t speak Netherlandish but is Dutch, can’t claim to be Flemish but speaks the same language as the Flemish. Do the Flemish speak Belgian?  Come and listen to some more confusing facts about the Low Countries, Les Pays-Bas, the Netherlands and, if you wish to see for yourselves, come on a visit to the treasures of the Map Room of the University Library at a later date.

SATURDAY 14 MARCH   6 – 7 PM                              PIANO RECITAL
A benefit piano recital given by Philip Mead featuring works by Beethoven (Sonata in C Minor Op 13 (Pathetique) and  Mussorgsky (Pictures at an Exhibition, and Gopak) . Retiring collection towards a new set of hand bells for St Augustine’s.
FRIDAY 20 MARCH    6 – 7PM                          THE MIGRANTS OF CALAIS
It is difficult to comprehend the degree of desperation which motivates refugees to risk their lives in refrigerated lorries and small dinghies to get from Calais to Britain, or to live rough for months in the freezing cold without shelter or food while they wait their chance. Mary Stretch, founder of Calais Light (which runs w/e convoys to volunteer with refugee charities in Calais), will outline why refugees want to come to the UK and why so many volunteers are willing to help them keep their hopes alive.
SATURDAY 4 APRIL  6 -7 PM                               A TOUR OF EUROPE IN SONG
Hugh Taylor (piano) and Tim Palmer (tenor) will take us on a tour of Europe in song. There will be works by Vaughan Williams, Godard, Faure, Diepenbrock, Eisler, Nielsen, Grieg, Stenhammar, Sibelius, Tchaikovsky, Chopin, Dvorak and Schumann, woven together to describe good weather, beautiful countryside, the ups and downs of trying to find love, and the joys, hazards and pain of travelling.
SATURDAY 18 APRIL - MONDAY 20 APRIL   A COMMUNITY REMEMBERS:                                                    
                                                                                          HISTON ROAD                                                                       

An exhibition of photographs by Faruk Kara with recorded memories from local residents. Come and enjoy the culmination of a programme of events recalling memories of Histon Rd and our neighbourhood over the last 50 years. More details later.
………….  and don’t forget on SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY,  SUNDAY 1 MARCH, SUNDAY 5 APRIL and SUNDAY 3 MAY to come and share a COMMUNITY LUNCH starting at 1 pm : two courses with wine or fruit juice for only £4.50 per head. 
And why not enjoy a coffee and cake at Café@99?  Open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10.30am to 12 pm at St Augustine’s in Richmond Road – a café run by and for the local community. Come to meet neighbours, share conversation, read a paper, or simply relax.  Hosted by RRRA and St Augustine’s.
