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United Benefice of St Stephen’s with St James, Blackburn 

Spiritual Communion Service on   

Advent Sunday 29th November 2020 

Service led by Revd. Sarah Gill 

 

Welcome and notices slides 

  

Music to be played at the beginning of the service as part of 

preparation: Taize chant – Stay with me, remain here with me 

(instrumental)    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxj2YGflzK0 

 

Welcome and Introduction to the service  

 

The Greeting  

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you  

and also with you.  

 

Prayer of Preparation  

 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Advent wreath reflection 

Lighting of the First Advent candle – The Candle of Hope 

 

Hymn: Lo, he comes with clouds descending 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/asset/hymns-and-choral-music/ 

 

Invitation to confession  

When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.  

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 

Prayer of Confession  

Turn to us again, O God our saviour, 

and let your anger cease from us: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Show us your compassion, O Lord, 

and grant us your salvation: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Your salvation is near for those that fear you, 

that glory may dwell in our land: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Words of assurance  

May almighty God,  

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,  

bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxj2YGflzK0
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/asset/hymns-and-choral-music/
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect (Special Prayer for Today)  

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  

 

Bible readings   

Old Testament reading: Isaiah 64:1-9  

New Testament reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  

 

Hymn:  Come, thou long expected Jesus  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/asset/hymns-and-choral-music/ 

 

Gospel Reading: Mark 13:24-37  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. cf Isiah 40.3-5 

Alleluia.  

Here the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark chapter 13 

verses 24-37  

Glory to you, O Lord 

At the end… 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon  

 

The Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God  

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen  

 

Prayers of Intercessions  

 

Introductions to the Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The peace of God be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Communion Table 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/asset/hymns-and-choral-music/
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from the corners of the earth 

into your kingdom. Amen.  

 

Eucharistic (Holy Communion) Prayer  

 

The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

And now we give you thanks 

because you sent him to redeem us from sin and death 

and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; 

that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 

to judge the world, 

we may with joy behold his appearing, 

and in confidence may stand before him. 

 

Your Word goes out to call us home 

to the city where angels sing your praise. 

We join with them in heaven’s song: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.] 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven. 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 

With signs of faith and words of hope 

he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 

This is his story. 

All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 

yet at the end they turned on him. 

On the night he was betrayed 

he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 

This is his story. 

All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 

This is my body, given for you all. 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 

he took the cup, gave it and said: 

This is my blood, shed for you all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

This is our story. 

All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate the cross 

on which he died to set us free. 

Defying death he rose again 

and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 

This is our story. 

All   This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

Send your Spirit on us now 

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 

May we and all who share this food 

offer ourselves to live for you 

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

All   Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

As our saviour taught us, so we pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking Of The Bread  

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace 

 

Giving of Communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

Since, I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly,  

day by day. Amen 
 

During the act of Spiritual Communion hymn to be played:  
Broken for me, broken for you  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I31lNuvYBWQ 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen  
 

Final Hymn: Longing for light, we wait in darkness  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/asset/hymns-and-choral-music/ 
 

The Blessing  

May God himself, the God of peace, 

make you perfect and holy, 

and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, 

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal  

As we wait our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
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