
Morning Prayer from The Book of Common Prayer 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Introduction 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 

thou wilt not despise. 

Psalm 51.17   

Dearly beloved, 

the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge 

and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; 

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, 

as many as are here present, 

to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, 

unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying: 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. 

We have followed too much the devices and desires 

 of our own hearts. 

We have offended against thy holy laws. 

We have left undone those things 

 which we ought to have done; 

and we have done those things 

 which we ought not to have done; 

and there is no health in us. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. 

Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. 

Restore thou them that are penitent; 

according to thy promises declared unto mankind 

 in Christ Jesu our Lord. 

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 

to the glory of thy holy name. 

Amen.  

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord,  

to thy faithful people pardon and peace,  

that they may be cleansed from all their sins,  

and serve thee with a quiet mind;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 



O Lord, open thou our lips 

All  and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

All  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

All  The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

Psalmody 

Psalm 130 

1  Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 

  Lord, hear my voice; ♦  

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2  If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, ♦  
O Lord, who could stand? 

3  But there is forgiveness with you, ♦  

so that you shall be feared. 

4  I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; ♦  
in his word is my hope. 

5  My soul waits for the Lord, 

 more than the night watch for the morning, ♦  

more than the night watch for the morning. 

 

6  O Israel, wait for the Lord, ♦  
for with the Lord there is mercy; 

7  With him is plenteous redemption ♦  
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

At the end of each psalm these words are said  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen. 

 

 

 



New Testament Reading 

John 11.1-45 

1A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 

hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

7Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said 

to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those 

who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he 

told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 

him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 
13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was 

referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your 

sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 
16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.’ 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said 

to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection 

and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, 

‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 

the world.’ 

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 

spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 

‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 



him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?’ 

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 

glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, 

‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 

out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 

his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him.  

 

Address 

 

Benedictus 

1  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : 

for he hath visited, and redeemed his people; 

2  And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us : 

in the house of his servant David; 

3  As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets : 

which have been since the world began; 

4  That we should be saved from our enemies : 

and from the hands of all that hate us; 

5  To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers : 

and to remember his holy covenant; 

6  To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham : 

that he would give us, 

7  That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies : 

might serve him without fear, 

8  In holiness and righteousness before him : 

all the days of our life. 

9  And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest : 

for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

10  To give knowledge of salvation unto his people : 

for the remission of their sins; 



11  Through the tender mercy of our God : 

whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 

12  To give light to them that sit in darkness,  

and in the shadow of death : 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79   

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

All  I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers 

The Lord be with you. 

All  And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All  Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 



thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

All  And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

All  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

All  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people. 

All  And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

All  Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

All  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

Other prayers follow 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ 

hast delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Collect for Peace 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, 

in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, 

whose service is perfect freedom; 



defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; 

that we, surely trusting in thy defence, 

may not fear the power of any adversaries; 

through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Collect for Grace 

O Lord, our heavenly Father,  

almighty and everlasting God,  

who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day; 

defend us in the same with thy mighty power;  

and grant that this day we fall into no sin,  

neither run into any kind of danger,  

but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, 

to do always that is righteous in thy sight;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

 

The Grace 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 

be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 


