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My Father sent me here to earth

To show my people how to love

But now it’s time for me to leave

Returning to my home above

My peace I leave with you,   

My peace I give to you.

My peace I leave with you 



Now I must leave this troubled world

But you will not be on your own

The Holy spirit will come down

So you will never be alone

My peace I leave with you,  

My peace I give to you.



Do not be gripped by doubt or fear

Don’t let your troubles bring you low

Don’t be discouraged when I’m 

gone

The Spirit’s with you as you go

My peace I leave with you,  

My peace I give to you.



The spirit’s like a burning flame

My Father’s power in your heart

And though you sometimes feel 

afraid

Through Him we’ll never be apart.

My peace I leave with you,  

My peace I give to you.



May we, in the quiet and peace of this 
service, lay before you ourselves, our 
hearts, our lives, for you to show us your 
will.

Take from us the cares and worries of our 
world and let us learn from the beauty we 
see around us, to trust in your eternal 
goodness and strength, and to carry this 
love forward into our daily lives

Be present among us now Lord, as we offer 
you our worship



PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to 

pray. 

Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit 

and in truth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



PRAYER OF PENITENCE
We are invited to reflect on the past 
week, to say sorry for the things we regret 
and ask for God’s forgiveness

We have not always 

worshipped God, our creator.

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy



We have not always followed Christ, our 

Saviour.

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ have mercy.

We have not always trusted 

in the Spirit, our guide.

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy.



May the Father forgive us 

by the death of his Son, 

and strengthen us 

to live in the power of the Spirit 

all our days.

Amen.



Collect prayer

Almighty God, 

We thank you for making us,

For giving us hands to work for you,

Hearts to love you, 

and voices to praise you. 

Amen



Reading - Matthew 25.14–30 

14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 

summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; 15to one he gave five 

talents, to another two, to another one, 

to each according to his ability. Then he 

went away. 16The one who had received 

the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more 

talents.



17In the same way, the one who had the 

two talents made two more talents. 18But 

the one who had received the one talent 

went off and dug a hole in the ground and 

hid his master’s money. 19After a long time 

the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them. 20Then the one 

who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 

“Master, you handed over to me five 

talents; see, I have made five more talents.”



21His master said to him, “Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of 

your master.” 22And the one with the two 

talents also came forward, saying, “Master, 

you handed over to me two talents; see, I 

have made two more talents.” 23His master 

said to him, “Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 

in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.”



24Then the one who had received the one 

talent also came forward, saying, 

“Master, I knew that you were a harsh 

man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what 

is yours.” 26But his master replied, “You 

wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, 

that I reap where I did not sow, and 

gather where I did not scatter? 



27Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I 

would have received what was my own 

with interest. 28So take the talent from him, 

and give it to the one with the ten talents. 
29For to all those who have, more will be 

given, and they will have an abundance; 

but from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away. 30As for 

this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 

darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” 



Sermon

Revd. James Hadley



As we 

sit in 

silence…

Take a coin in your hand, ponder 

it, touch it. Think about all the other 

coins it represents, in your purse or 

wallet. In your bank account, in 

your savings, in your investments, in 

your bricks and mortar. 

Maybe you feel secure with 

enough to provide for your needs, 

maybe you don’t. 

Offer your thoughts to God. 



God’s 

gifts to 

you …

• As you think about your 

own money and finances, 

think too about all God has 

entrusted you with…

• Loved ones

• Responsibilities

• Neighbours

• Creation

Seek God’s strength and 

wisdom in each area of your 

life. 



Do not be afraid…

Sometimes the weight of responsibility weighs us down just like 

it did for the servant in the story – he was so afraid he hid his 

talent in the ground.

Lord Jesus, you have given me so much.  Sometimes I rejoice in 

that and sometimes it weighs heavy on my heart. Help me 

today to be courageous and bold with all the gifts you have 

given me. Help me to be generous as you are generous.  Help 

me  to be wise with your wisdom. As I hold this coin it reminds 

me of all that I have – all that you have given me. I praise and 

thank you Loving God. Amen. 





PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Concluding with THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily

bread.



Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.



Creed

Do you believe and trust in God the 

Father, source of all being and life, the 

one for whom we exist?

We believe and trust in him.



Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, died for us 

and rose again?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy 

Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world?

We believe and trust in him.



This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the 

Ancient of Days,

almighty, victorious, thy great name 

we praise.

Immortal, invisible, God only wise
sung by St Martin’s Voices



Unresting, unhasting, and silent as 

light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in 

might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring 

above

thy clouds which are fountains of 

goodness and love



To all life thou givest, to both great 

and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on 

the tree,

and wither and perish, but naught 

changest thee.



Great Father of glory, pure Father of 

light,

thine angels adore thee, all veiling 

their sight

all laud we would render: O help us 

to see

'tis only the splendour of light hideth

thee.



THE BLESSING

The peace of God which passes all 

understanding keep our hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord



And the Blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit be with us 

and remain with us always    

Amen


