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We say together the words printed in bold, knowing we are united across 
time and space in the power of Christ.  
 

If you wish to make your own palm cross at home, instructions are at the 
end of this order of service. Palm crosses I have will be blessed and can be 
collected from church when we are able to meet once again. 
 

Preparation 
 

The Greeting 
Minister We meet across time and space in the name of the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit  
All     Amen. 
 

Minister The Lord be with you.      
                                                                     

All  And also with you        
                                                                                                       

Minister Hosanna to the Son of David.        
                                                                                                   

All  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Fill us Lord with your new life and with the joy and peace of 
your presence.   
May we praise you now with our voices and make room for 
you in our hearts.  Amen. 

St. Philip & St. James Church, Groby St. Philip & St. James Church, Ratby 

PALM SUNDAY 



Blessing of the Palm Crosses 
Hold up palm crosses if you have made them at home – I will hold up those 
I have and these can be collected from church when we can meet again in 
person. 
 

Minister Dear Lord, on this Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week, 
we think of your triumphal entry to Jerusalem, sitting on a 
donkey.  You turned the values of the world upside down, 
coming to take on our sin, to suffer, to die and to rise again as 
our Saviour.  As we walk, we witness to our faith.  Touch our 
hearts as we travel with you to Easter, and share your risen 
life.  Accept our praises and our joy, on this special day, as we 
proclaim you King and Saviour of the whole wide world, in the 
company of your worldwide Church. 

 

God our Father, bless these palm crosses, that they may be for 
us signs of Christ’s victory; and grant that we who hold them 
in his name, may ever follow Jesus as our King, on our journey 
to eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

All  Amen. 
 
Minister Let us praise Jesus our Messiah. 
 

Hymn  
Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
In splendour arrives.  
Fling wide the gates and welcome him 
Into your lives. 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings! 
(For the King of kings!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
And let his kingdom in! 
 

He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
The prisoners to free. 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
The blind shall see. 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 



For the King of kings! 
(For the King of kings!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
And let his kingdom in! 

 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
Who weep and sigh; 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 
He'll beautify. 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings! 
(For the King of kings!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
And let his kingdom in! 

 

We call you now to worship him 
As Lord of all. 
To have no other gods but him: 
Their thrones must fall! 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings! 
(For the King of kings!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
And let his kingdom in! 

 
 

The Collect for Palm Sunday  
Minister   True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 

All              Amen 
 

 
 



 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading  
Isaiah 50:4-9a The Servant’s Humiliation and Vindication 
 
Reader      This is the word of the Lord. 
All              Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 
 
My song is love unknown, 
My Saviour’s love to me; 
Love to the loveless shown, 
That they might lovely be. 
O who am I, 
That for my sake 
My Lord should take 
Frail flesh, and die? 
 

He came from His blest throne 
Salvation to bestow; 
But men made strange, and none 
The longed-for Christ would know: 
But oh, my Friend, 
My Friend indeed, 
Who at my need 
His life did spend. 
 

Sometimes they strew His way, 
And His sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day 
Hosannas to their King: 
Then “Crucify!” 
Is all their breath, 
And for His death 
They thirst and cry. 
 

Why, what hath my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
He gave the blind their sight, 



Sweet injuries! 
Yet they at these 
Themselves displease, 
and ’gainst Him rise. 
 

They rise and needs will have 
My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
The Prince of life they slay. 
Yet cheerful He 
To suffering goes, 
That He His foes 
From thence might free. 
 

Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine; 
Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my Friend, 
In whose sweet praise 
I all my days 
Could gladly spend. 
 

Gospel Reading   
 

Matthew 27:11-54 The Passion Narrative 
 

At the beginning of the reading: 
Reader    Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. 
All           Glory to you O Lord. 
 

At the end of the reading: 
 

Reader   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All           Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

Declaration of Faith 
Minister:    Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God: 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father who made the 
world? 

All              I believe and trust in him.  



 
Minister     Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ who redeemed 

the world? 
All              I believe and trust in him.  
 

Minister Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life 
to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 

All     We believe and trust in him. 
 

Minister    This is the faith of the Church. 
 

All              This is our faith.   
We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray. 
 

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean 
spiritual death, and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome 
them, let us pray to the Lord. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

For Christian people, 
that through the suffering of disunity 
there may grow a rich union in Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them, 
that our common life may be ordered in justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who still make Jerusalem a battleground, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who have the courage and honesty to work openly for 
justice and peace, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 



 

For those in the darkness and agony of isolation, 
that they may find support and encouragement, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who, weighed down with hardship, failure, or sorrow, 
feel that God is far from them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we, with those who have died in faith, 
may find mercy in the day of Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 
A few moments of silence are kept before the prayers conclude 

 

Holy God, 
All  holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

Spiritual Communion 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All   Our Father in heaven, 
                  Hallowed be your name, 
                 Your Kingdom come, 
                 Your will be done, 
                 On earth, as in heaven. 
                 Give us today our daily bread. 
                 Forgive us our sins 
                 As we forgive those who sin against us. 
                Lead us not into temptation 
                But deliver us from evil. 
                For the Kingdom, the power, 
                And the glory, are yours                 

Now, and for ever, Amen. 
 



 
Act of Contrition 
 

All  I love you, Jesus, my love above all things, and I repent with 
my whole heart of having offended you. Never permit me to 
separate myself from you again, grant that I may love you 
always, and then do with me what you will. 

 

Act of Spiritual Reception 
 

All  In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the 
world and across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, 
hearing your holy Word and receiving the Precious Body and 
Blood, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. Even though I am 
exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup 
of Life I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and 
with your Son who gave his life for us. Come Lord Jesus, 
dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I may be filled 
with your presence.  

 
President    O LORD and heavenly Father, we your humble servants 

entirely desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly 
beseeching you to grant, that by the merits and death of your 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all 
your whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all 
other benefits of his passion. 
Amen. 

                   
 

The Sending Out 
 

Hymn 
 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
Give me joy in my heart, I pray; 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
Keep me praising till the break of day: 
 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King. 



 

 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 
Give me peace in my heart, I pray; 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 
Keep me loving till the break of day: 
 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King. 
 

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
Give me love in my heart, I pray; 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
Keep me serving till the break of day: 
 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 
Sing hosanna to the King. 

 

Blessing 
 

President May the Father who so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, bring you by faith to his eternal life. 

 

All              Amen. 
 

President  May Christ who accepted the cup of sacrifice in obedience 
                  To the Father’s will, keep you steadfast as you walk with him,  
                  The way of his cross. 
 

All              Amen. 
 
President  May the Spirit, who strengthens us to suffer with Christ,  
                   That we may share his glory, set your minds on life and peace.  
All               Amen.  
 

Dismissal 
 

President In peace may we love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 



 


