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Sunday 12th July 2020: Trinity 5 
 

W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  S e p a r a t e l y  
 

WELCOME (LINDA AND NIGEL) 
 

HYMN  
 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
I am in the presence of the Living God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

INTRODUCTION  
 

CONFESSION  

What God has prepared for those who love him, He has revealed to us 
through the Spirit;For the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
Who has prepared good things for those who love him. Cf 1 Corinthians 2.9 
 

Come let us return to the Lord: 
 

Lord our God, In our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like the morning cloud, 
Like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us: Deliver us from judgement, 
Bind up our wounds and revive us; 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Absolution: May the God of love, bring us back to himself,  
Forgive us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Hymn 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (THE COLLECT) 
Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

or 
 

Almighty and everlasting God,  by whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all 
your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you 
in holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ,who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,  one God, now and for ever.  
 

REFLECTION 
Ask God to speak to you through the Bible passages which are about to be 
read. 
 

BIBLE READINGS:   
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
(read by Linda Little of Westoning Church) 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  
Thus says the LORD: As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall 
my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thornshall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the 
LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  
 

THE GOSPEL READING Matthew 13 v1-9 & 18-23  
(read by Lynne Sherriffs from Toddington Church) 
 

The Parable of the Sower 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other 
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seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’ 
‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But 
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 
 

Hymn 
 

SERMON by Robert (or Jane Mainwaring - Archdeacon of St Albans) 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (LED BY EILEEN FROM WESTONING CHURCH) 
 

CREATIVE PRAYER ACTIVITY FOR AT HOME 
Make a list of 3 people who have helped you on your journey of faith. 
Maybe a parent or godparent? Maybe a vicar or colleague? Maybe a friend 
or neighbour?     
Now list the people who you know are thinking about faith and God? 
Maybe it’s a family member, maybe a colleague, maybe a friend?  
 

Pray and thank God for those who sowed the Good News in you, for those 
who taught you and welcomed you. May God bless them.  
And pray for those who are seeking seeds. May God of the harvest bless 
them and nourish them. May the fertile soil of their souls be tended to, 
and may God strengthen us as we generously sow seeds of His love. Amen.  

Spend some time with all these names on your heart, and maybe reach out 
to them? A phone call or letter? An invitation to church (online or in the 
building)? A prayer card or poem? Maybe just let them know you are 
thinking of them.  
  
A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS  
God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation;in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the 
cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;      
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn or chorus 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING  
 
Final Hymn 


