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Welcome 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Loving Creator, you care for the land by sending rain; 
you make it fertile and fruitful. What a rich harvest you provide! 
All your creation sings for joy. 

When we take care of the land, 
sowing the seed and reaping the harvest, 
All your creation sings for joy. 

When we keep streams and rivers clean, 
when we respect the purity of lakes and seas, 
All your creation sings for joy. 

When we recognise that we are one family, brothers and sisters 
together, with responsibility for the land and the waters, 
All your creation sings for joy. 
For you bless us abundantly all our days. 

 
1st Hymn 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

We come before you our God and Sustainer, 
remembering that you are our Creator and the source of all being. 
Out of your love the universe was born. 

From primordial darkness you put in place all that is needed for 
growth and saw that it was good… 
You have put this world into our hands: 
may we recognise your Spirit within it, 
disturbing and challenging us to care for creation, 
for the weak and the deprived. 

Lord we remember that we are called by you 

to nourish the earth and its diversity of life, 
to share the gifts you have given, with one another 
and with the poor of the world. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

Invitation to Confession 

Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, and to prosper the 
work of our soiled hands. Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of 
self-sufficiency so that we may praise him for his provision and 
goodness. 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, 
you have created what we humans need to sustain our earthly 
lives. 
We confess that we have neglected to care for your creation. 
We have carelessly used the air, soil and water. 
We have forgotten how to love. 
We have forsaken the needs of future generations. 
We are more concerned with our own interests than the needs 
of others. 
Forgive us and set us on a new path pleasing to you. 

Kyries 
For forgetting that God is the source of all life and for putting 
ourselves first. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 

For not noticing the beauty and fragility of the countryside and for 
harming the environment. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy 

For taking food for granted, 
for not honouring the farmer and for not giving thanks to God. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 

Through Jesus Christ God, knows us and accepts us as we are. God 
hears our prayers and forgives us all our sins. 
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Walk forth renewed and refreshed on the pathway of life. 

 
COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
whose will it is that the earth and the sea 
should bear fruit in due season: 
bless the labours of those who work on land and sea, 
grant us a good harvest 
and the grace always to rejoice in your fatherly care; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

1st Reading: Acts 10:34-48 

At the end of the reading the reader may say 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

2nd HYMN 

AT THE WATER  

Reading: John 4:13-14 

Jesus said “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life.” 

Prayers at the water: 
Lord we thank you for water which is so precious. 
Water to cleanse and revive us. 
Without water we cannot survive. 
We remember those who struggle to find water every day. 
Those living in areas of the world affected by drought often caused 
by human-made climate change. 

But we also thank you for the water of life that Jesus gives us. 
That inner spring in each one of us, filling us with hope and peace; 
giving us the will to love and serve one another, especially those who 
have so little. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, fill us with the water of life, now and always. 
Lord, strengthen those involved in charities like Tear Fund 
Bringing clean water to those around the world. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Blessing at the water 
Lord God, your rain is the most precious liquid on earth.  
We thank you for the gift of water. 
Bless our land and our crops with rain; 
grant us adequate reserves of water; 
spare us drought; 
bless our efforts to keep water unpolluted, 
to make it accessible, and to conserve it responsibly. 
Amen 
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AT THE PASTURE 

Reading: Psalms 65 & 67 

The earth has yielded its harvest; 
God, our God, has blessed us. 

You visit the earth and water it; 
you make it very plenteous. 

You soften the ground with showers; 
and bless the increase of it. 

You crown the year with your goodness; 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

The meadows are clothed with sheep; 
the valleys stand so thick with corn, they shout for joy and sing. 

  

Prayer at the Pasture 
Grant favourable weather, temperate rains and fruitful seasons, that 
there may be food and drink for all creatures. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Bestow your blessing upon the lands and waters, 
and all who work upon them, to bring forth food and all things needful 
for your people. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Prosper all who care for the earth, the water, and the air, 
that the riches of your creation may abound from age to age. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Lord, we ask your blessing on all farm animals, 
that we rely on for so much of our food; 
bless the farmers and all those in charge of these wonderful animals; 
may they care for them, and enable them to have stress free lives. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Blessing at the pasture 
O let the earth bless the Lord: 
Bless the Lord you mountains and hills; 

Bless the Lord all that grows in the ground: 
Sing his praise and exalt him forever. 

Bless the Lord all birds of the air: 
Bless the Lord you beasts and cattle. 

Bless the Lord all people on earth: 
Sing his praises and exalt him forever. 
Amen.  

  

AT THE FARMYARD 

Reading: Isaiah 28:23-26 

Listen, and hear my voice; Pay attention and hear my speech. Do 
those who plough for sowing plough continually? Do they continually 
open and harrow their ground? When they have levelled its surface, 
do they not scatter dill, sow cumin, and plant wheat in rows and 
barley in its proper place, and spelt as the border? For they are well 
instructed; their God teaches them. 

Prayer at the Farmyard 
Lord, you give us this good earth, 
yet we take your generous gifts for granted. 
Lord have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, you give us this good earth, 
but we squander its rich resources. 
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 

Lord, you give us this good earth, but we fail to share your bounty 
with all of your children. 
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

Blessing at the farmyard 
We thank you, heavenly Father, 
for the hard work which takes place here in Newsholme and the 
surrounding farms, and ask your blessing on the families and on their 
whole enterprise. 
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We thank you for the working animals, and for the machines which 
take the toil out of our labour. 

Keep all the food, equipment, and materials in these places, safe 
from disease, pollution, and theft, so that they may play their part in 
bringing in a harvest, to feed and clothe your world. 
Amen. 

 
3rd HYMN 

2nd Reading & Sermon: Philippians 4:4-7. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We belong to the Creator, in whose image we are all made. 
In God we are breathing, in God we are living, 
in God we share the life of all creation. 

We belong to Jesus Christ, 
the true icon of God and of humanity. 
In him God is breathing, in him God is living, 
through him we are reconciled. 

We belong to the Holy Spirit, 
who gives us new life and strengthens our faith. 
In the Spirit love is breathing, in the Spirit truth is living,  
the breath of God always moves us. 

We belong to the Holy Trinity, 
who is one in all and Three-in-One. 
In God we are all made, in Christ we are all saved,  
in the Spirit  we are all united. 

 
Responses 
For the stirring of new life throughout the countryside 
Thanks be to God. 

For hard work with crops and animals that both wearies and 
satisfies. 
Thanks be to God. 

For the security of a home with warmth, food and family. 
Thanks be to God. 

Bless, O God, these houses and farms and those who live and work 
here. Give them health and strength in their daily labours. 
And thankfulness for all your gifts. 

The Lord keep your going out and your coming in. 
From this time forth and for evermore. Amen. 

 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
4th HYMN 

AT THE CHURCH YARD 

Reading: Mark 4:30-32 
With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown 
it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade. 

Prayers at the Church Yard  
In this churchyard we are surrounded by reminders of death. But the 
Spirit of God brings hope and new life. We see it in the natural world 
about us, in the trees and grass. God’s Spirit is at work in creation, in 
the Spring flowers and in the lush green hedge rows. 

Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us 

We feel you near in every person who has, past and present, dug, 
pruned, shaped, shared themselves and their journeys with you, in 
company and faith in this church and at St. John’s. We feel you near 
in all who have walked here in the past, present, and will continue to 
do so in the future. 
Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us 



5 
 

We feel you near through every past service, event, every 
community coming together that we have been so richly blessed 
with. 

Guide us now in our prayers of asking and thanksgiving, may we 
always let our requests be made known to you for the future of Christ 
Church, Oakworth and St. John’s, Newsholme, and our surrounding 
communities. 
Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us 

Lord, guard our hearts and minds through the peace of God. We ask 
that you continue to guide us in our new beginnings to come. 
Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 
Amen 

  

LITANY THANKSGIVING 

For this village and surrounding area, the familiar, well-trod paths, 
and the countryside and landscape that we have known and loved 
for so long.  
Good Lord, we thank you  

For this world of creation, the colour, the sound, 
the scent and the feel of rain, wind and sun.  
Good Lord, we thank you  

For this community and its people, the friendship and interest, the 
livelihoods and businesses, all interconnected and mutually 
supportive.  
Good Lord, we thank you 

For the history and heritage, the stories and culture of the past  
inextricably linked to the vibrancy of the present.  
Good Lord, we thank you  

For those who are new and those who have lived here forever, for 
the exchange of ideas and the sharing of dreams.  
Good Lord, we thank you  

For changes that have taken place, and for the ability to move with 
them and the opportunity to learn from them. 
Good Lord, we thank you 

For this world that you have given us, and for giving us each other, 
this village, this community,  
Good Lord, we thank you. Amen 

 
BLESSING 
God the Father, who created the world, give us grace to be wise 
stewards of his creation. 
Amen. 

God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire us to go out as 
labourers into his harvest. 
Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, help 
us to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. 
Amen. 

God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water: refresh 
and sustain us as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

May God keep us in all our days. 
May Christ shield us in all our ways. 
May the Spirit bring us healing and peace. 
May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from us 
and pour upon us blessing and light. 
Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 


