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W e l c o m e  t o  P r a y i n g  T o g e t h e r  b u t  
S e p a r a t e l y

21st June 2020 – Trinity 2

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  (LW AND NW) 

HYMN: BE THOU MY VISION 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD

I am in the presence of the Living God, Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

CONFESSION, 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness in 
our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,
in what we have thought,
in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love,
and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and sad, and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,

forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.  Amen 

ABSOLUTION 
The Lord enrich you with his grace,
And nourish you with his blessing;
The Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the 
Lord accept your prayers, and absolve you from your offences, 
and bless you with the light of Christ, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
From whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through 
faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY: THE COLLECT
Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth;
Send you Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,
The true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
Without which whoever lives is counted dead before you.
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake,
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who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the holy Spirit,  One God, now and for ever.

HYMN: O Jesus I have promised (St M F)
REFLECTION
As we come to our Bible passages: Ask God to speak to you 
through the passage that you are about to read.
BIBLE READINGS: 

Epistle Romans 6: 1b-11 (Nigel)
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
abound?  By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 
living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer 
be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from 
sin.  But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once 

for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL Matthew 10:24–39 (Fran Brown – Toddington)
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Jesus summoned the twelve and sent them out with the 
following instruction:

‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and 
the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household!
‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not 
be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become 
known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your 
head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value 
than many sparrows.
‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever 
denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven.
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‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I 
have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it’.

Hymn: Father I place into your hands 

Read through the passage once. Read it quietly out loud but say 
each word out loud. 

Try and take note of any words or phrases that strike you, 
unsettle you or cause you to question. 
Say that word or phrase quietly out loud or underline it with a 
pen.
Read the passage a second time. 

As you read, think about how the word or phrase you notice 
might speak to you today. 
After you have read the passage again, sit in silence and try and 
come up with a sentence or two that sums up what you think 
the word or phrase means for you today. 

Read the passage a third time and prayerfully think about what 
Christ has said to you.

SOME THOUGHTS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION – BY REVD KATE PEACOCK OF 
FLOURISHING CHURCHES. ( A DIFFERENT SERMON IS PREACHED DURING THE 
ONLINE SERVICE)

This is the sort of Gospel reading that tempts a vicar to rota on a 
visiting cleric or reader; it is perhaps one of the most demanding 
Gospel readings of the whole church’s year. If you underlined 
your passage above, I am guessing there are many lines and 
exclamation points. So let’s take a deep breath and dive in:

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I 
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to 
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and 
one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me.

Well, I love my two children, my husband, my family. I love my 
Mother and my mother-in-law. Today I am left with a deep 
challenge – ours is a Gospel of both comfort and challenge. I 
delight in the words that God knows me and even the hairs of 
my head are counted; what joy and love is seen and 
experienced through that faith. Despite the other 6 billion 
people on this earth all of whom are children of God; I am 
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known and loved; intimately and carefully; given value and 
worth. And so are you. What comfort to each of us to hear that! 

But what of this notion of a hierarchy of love – who do you love 
more? Family or God? Well I for one love my two daughters 
more than I can say. I love God too – how can I love one more 
than other, how can I hear these words without feeling that I 
am going to fall short somewhere and that by putting my loved 
ones, including God into some kind of pecking order will hurt, 
offend and upset if not God then my family. When reading this 
our hearts can break as we seek to fathom what is being asked 
of us. 

So as we begin with the challenge of this Gospel and to begin to 
grapple with this text we look first to our history. Jesus was not 
the first to say these words – he is quoting Micah an early 
prophet who was writing around 787-696 BC. Micah was writing 
at a time of huge political disruption where the threat came 
from the north – from Babylon where the army were 
threatening and eventually in 587BC destroyed Jerusalem and 
the temple that was built by King Solomon. Micah prophesized 
saying that families would be divided as some were idolatress 
and some were faithful to YHWH. Micah was right – God spoke 
through him to warn the people of the impending destruction, 
but they didn’t listen and continued to turn away from God and 
put their trust in false Gods. 

Jesus is saying that his message will also divide families – in his 
day Israel was turning away from God and it is fair to suggest 

that Jesus is issuing the first warning about the destruction of 
the temple – just as Micah did – but Jesus is talking of himself. 

Jesus knows that the destruction of his body, the temple will 
cause division – even within households. Micah, and Jesus in 
quoting him was not wrong. Division is easy to see all around us. 

Yet, as children of God we are called to be one family – our 
Baptisms make us members of the worldwide family of the 
church. It is said that in church, water is thicker than blood.  The 
water of baptism thicker than the blood of our ancestors and 
forebears.  We, whether we know each other or not are family – 
adopted brothers and sisters of the same heavenly Father. This 
is our primary calling and today we are challenged in our Gospel 
to love God more than our own flesh and blood. And yet as I 
speak these words they feel controversial, dangerous even. 

God is our Father, yes that is how we pray. Abba, Father. But 
can we seriously ask ourselves if our love for God is greater than 
our love for our earthly families. 
Every parent, every Godparent, every Grandparent, Aunt or 
Uncle knows the love of a child, to have children in our lives 
makes our hearts grow bigger than we could imagine. And to 
love our parents is our joy too – my Mum facetimes regularly to 
see how we’re faring in lockdown!

Do I love God more? That is the heart of the question? And it’s 
tough. 
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For me the answer can only be reached through a better 
understanding of love itself. I am reminded in all this of the first 
letter of John – God is love and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. We say this as the first words in every 
marriage ceremony. God is Love. So if I love my two daughters I 
am only loving them because God is love. I can only love 
because God dwells in me and I in him. I can only love because 
that is the gift of God. 

So instead of an hierarchy of finite love – I think instead of a gift, 
a multiplying and gracious gift – which the more you use the 
more you have. 

Without God I cannot love. Without God there is no love. 

So who do I love the most? It’s the wrong question – ONLY by 
accepting the love of God in my heart can I begin to love others 
or even myself. Only by God being God can I be a parent or a 
child to my family – my immediate family and God’s family of 
the church. Only by God loving us can we love each other. 

So through God’s love I love and receive love. 

And that is the burning word of God that we are called not to 
keep in and contain, but rather to tell the world – praise the 
Lord, God is love.  God knows the hairs of our heads and we are 
made in his image.  

CREATIVE PRAYER IDEA

Draw a large heart on a piece of paper. Inside write the names 
of those you love; your children, neighbours friends; use initials 
if you need space. Pray for them. Pray for those especially who 
do not yet know the love of Christ. 
Imagine that you can only draw  that heart because of God; you 
can only love those people because God is love. The line of the 
heart is God’s embrace. Pray that you and they may know God’s 
loving embrace this day 

INTERCESSIONS  offered by Chris Brown of Harlington Church in 
the main service

HYMN:  Beneath the Cross (St M F)

A PRAYER CONCERNING THE CORONAVIRUS  LW/NW
Keep watch, dear Lord,
With those who wake, or watch, or weep this day.
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary,
Sustain the dying, Calm the suffering, Pity the distressed
All for your love’s sake, O Christ our Redeemer Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;     
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil.   
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For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
My Jesus, 
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen.

BLESSING

May God  give to you and those you love 
his comfort and his peace,
his light and his joy,
in this world and the next:
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you, 
and with those you love,
This day, and for evermore.  Amen

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Amen

Final Hymn: Lord, for the Years (St M F)


