
St. Bartholomew’s - Burwash 
Second Sunday of Lent 28th February 2021  
 
Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted 

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, 

and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Reading:  Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then Abram 
fell on his face; and God said to him, 4‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall 
be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your offspring after you. 

15 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

Psalm 22. 23-end 
 
23  Praise the Lord, you that fear him; • 
   O seed of Jacob, glorify him; 
      stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. 
24  For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor; 
      neither has he hidden his face from them; • 
   but when they cried to him he heard them. 
25  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; • 
   I will perform my vows 
      in the presence of those that fear you. 
26  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; • 
   those who seek the Lord shall praise him; 
      their hearts shall live for ever. 
27  All the ends of the earth 
      shall remember and turn to the Lord, • 
   and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
28  For the kingdom is the Lord’s • 
   and he rules over the nations. 
29  How can those who sleep in the earth 
      bow down in worship, • 
   or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? 
30  He has saved my life for himself; 
      my descendants shall serve him; • 
   this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. 
31  They shall come and make known his salvation, 
      to a people yet unborn, • 
   declaring that he, the Lord, has done it. 
  
 
 

Reading: Romans 4. 13-end  

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 



16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ‘I 
have made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, 
according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ 19He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead 
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’ 23Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake 
alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 8. 31-end 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.’ 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.’ 



This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon by Canon Patrick Sales 

One of the opportunities Lent affords is to think more deeply and seriously about faith: 
both faith in general, and our Christian faith in particular, but also our own individual 
response to that faith and how we participate within it.  I sometimes worry that as 
Christians we are not always very good at really thinking about our faith, asking of it 
deep questions and challenging some of its assumptions. And from my own experience 
I’m aware that I’m not very good at putting myself under the microscope and asking how 
well am I performing as a Christian?   Perhaps today’s readings can help us a little. 

If we take all three readings together we might catch a glimpse of a theme running 
through them – life out of death, God working the seemingly impossible through human 
beings. Take the reading from Genesis, the promise to Abram and Sarai, who became 
Abraham and Sarah.  The significance of the story lies in the names: Abram meant 
‘High Father’, whereas Abraham means ‘Father of Many’; Sarai means ‘mockery’, but 
Sarah means ‘princess’.  The change of name denotes a new status and a new 
responsibility, despite their own doubts, and in Sarai’s mind the foolishness of the 
promise.  According to the story both are as good as dead: Abram is 99 years old, and 
Sarah, who has proved barren up until now, is long past the age of child bearing.  I don’t 
think we need to get too hung up on the numbers, just accept they were old, yet as St. 
Paul observes in the passage set for our epistle reading, because Abraham had faith, 
God was able to produce from this, all but dead couple, a family, a tribe, a nation that he 
could work through.  Abraham is counted righteous, put right with God, justified, says 
Paul, because he had faith in the ultimate purpose of God, which may not always 
appear obvious from a human point of view.  He was able to grasp something of a 
broader view that God was offering him and Sarah. They were challenged, as we might 
say, to think outside the box, to question the accepted norms and to move in a new 
direction.  From this old and world weary couple Isaac would be born, who would 
become Israel, the name that meant ‘he who struggled with God’ and out of that 
struggle would emerge the idea of a people born to be partners with God – the 
Covenant with Israel – God working through human beings.  A Covenant that required 
them constantly to think outside the box and to challenge the assumptions of the world 
at large. 

So to our Gospel passage.  It comes at a turning point in Mark’s gospel narrative. 
Jesus begins to focus much more on teaching his own intimate circle, rather than the 
crowds of the vaguely interested. Last week’s gospel passage for the first Sunday in 
Lent was on the temptations of Jesus in the Wilderness, the very beginning of his 
ministry.  It described how after he had received the baptism of John he went into the 
desert to think about the call that was stirring within his own mind. So often in our 



Christian faith we concentrate on the risen and divine Christ in many ways at the 
expense of the human Jesus, but here is the man Jesus alone with his thoughts, 
wrestling with himself, thinking, questioning, challenging, and at the end of that process, 
which is by no means complete, and which will require still more thought and questions 
and challenge, there emerges a man with  a very different idea of Messiahship to the 
one the world expected, and it is this he now has to communicate to his disciples.  

As his ministry has developed it has become increasingly clear to Jesus that part of the 
purpose God has for him is bound up in his death.     Why or how that is to be may not, 
as yet, be clear to the human Jesus, but he begins to prepare his disciples for the 
coming confrontation with the authorities.  Peter takes exception to any talk of a 
defeated Messiah: it’s a very human moment, two angry men squaring up to one 
another, Peter saying how dare you speak like that of the Messiah, and the stinging 
rebuke from Jesus, get back in line, get behind me, you think as human people think, 
not as God thinks.  It is another of those satanic moments, a moment where his faith is 
being challenged, undermined, but this time by his friend and confidant, Peter.  The 
temptation to conform never went away.  The temptation to think how the world in 
general thinks was strong as in him, as it is in all of us.  The temptation to take the easy 
way out as appealing as ever. 

But no: Jesus, like Abraham before him, has faith in the ultimate goodness of the God in 
whom he believes, even when that goodness seems to be asking the impossible, 
bringing life, a future, out of looming death, and running counter to the accepted norms 
of the day. As he approached that looming death the temptations and the questions for 
Jesus pile up.   Much later as the Apostle Paul pondered on the history of his people, 
the Jews, who traced their lineage back to Abraham, and wondered at how the life and 
death of Jesus had changed that history and so changed the world, wrote in his letter to 
the Romans urging them not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the 
renewing of their minds.  That is the challenge Jesus makes to Peter – don’t think like 
humanity tends to think, renew your mind and attune it to God.  And that is the 
challenge for the church, for us as Christians, it is why we pray, that we might have our 
minds opened to the will of God, that as he did through Abraham, through Jesus, 
through Paul, through the countless numbers of good men and women since that dark 
day on Calvary, who have struggled to renew their mind and attune it to God in order 
that he may act through human beings in this world, which at times is so distant and 
seemingly alienated from him.  And now it is through people like us, if only we will take 
the trouble to think, to question, and to challenge the assumptions and conformity of the 
age, and not opt for the easy way out.  How well am I performing as a Christian?  

 

 



Post Communion 

Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 

Additional services information 
 
On line services, prayer for the day and podcasts can be found on the Church of England 
website under the Prayer and Worship tab. . 
 
Online services can be found via St. Phillips website or their Face book page led by Revd 
Graham and Julia Lewis. The link to St Bart’s service for this Sunday is here: 
https://youtu.be/eHu2n9RT5is 
Sermon for Sunday 28th February 2021 from Church House by The Revd Canon 
Rebecca Swyer 

● Watch the sermon on Youtube 

 
 

 

https://youtu.be/eHu2n9RT5is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8tT1hXWLfo&feature=youtu.be

