
St Luke’s Church Fontainebleau

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Worship
26 March 2023

Service led by Nancy Austin

Prayer of Preparation 

God says: I will put my Spirit within you,
and you shall live. Will you believe?
Lord, we lift your name on high.
Lord, we love to sing your praises.

Jesus says: I am the resurrection and the life.
Will you live as if this were so?
Lord, we lift your name on high.
Lord, we love to sing your praises.

Jesus called: Lazarus, come forth!
Jesus still calls: Saint Luke’s Church, come forth!
Lord, we lift your name on high.
Lord, we love to sing your praises.

Hope in God, whose love is steadfast,
whose power redeems.
Hope in God, whose love is steadfast,
whose power redeems.

Opening Hymn: Lord, we lift your name on high

Lord, we lift your name on high
Lord, we love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life.
I’m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky
Lord, I lift your name on high.

Confession:
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:
fill us with your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
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We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

First   Reading  :   Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, 
you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 
of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I 
will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude.

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the 
LORD.’

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Breathe on me breath of God   (SoF 51)  

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee I will one will,
To do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly Thine,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
So shall I never die,
But live with Thee the perfect life
Of Thine eternity.

Second Reading:   Romans 8:6-11  

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
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But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you.

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading:   John 11:1-45  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, 
‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he 
told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said 
to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is 
dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 
she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus 
began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is 
a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and 
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said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, 
he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Talk 

Song: What a beautiful name

Verse 1
You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ

Chorus 1
What a beautiful Name it is
What a beautiful Name it is 
the Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is nothing compares 
to this
What a beautiful Name it is the Name of Jesus

Verse 2
You didn’t want heaven without us
So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great Your love was greater
What could separate us now

Chorus 2
What a wonderful Name it is
What a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is nothing 
compares to this
What a wonderful Name it is the Name of 
Jesus
What a wonderful Name it is the Name of 
Jesus

Bridge
Death could not hold You
The veil tore before You
You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring
The praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again
You have no rival
You have no equal
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom
Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all names

Chorus 3
What a powerful Name it is
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is
Nothing can stand against
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus
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The Peace 
Jesus says to his disciples,

‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

Profession of our faith
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Intercessions:
Lord, hear us.

Believing the promises of God, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 

Collect
Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Notices
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Final Hymn: In Christ alone   (SoF 1346)  

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

The Blessing 
God,
who from the death of sin raised you to new life in Christ,
keep you from falling and set you in the presence of his glory;
and the blessing …
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Children’s corner

Jesus Feeds 5,000

Help Jesus get to the bread and fish
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Jonah & the Big Fish

F E O B D T P T X P C H J J H
C V J V O E R R C T O G O T E
U A P V E R H F A S W N E T V
L R R X P R V S R Y A I A B E
E G I T H I B O I H E R N A N
L E T W C F L O G N S R T D I
O L R S H I P D A H A Q E F N
R D L H A E T V I R O B M S S
D Y I S T D Z S B M D G P E A
H E B R E W H K S L U V L L F
G Z R P X B R L D U W B E I X
W Q T N E C O N N I U Q S F G
G S Z I H D D M A Y M H R P K
R L N K I S K L G E N N Y L E
W M R O T S M L A C S C Q S B

BANISHED CALM FISH
GRAVE HEBREW IDOLS

INNOCENT JONAH LORD
NINEVEH OVERBOARD PRAYER
SAILORS SEA SHIP
STORM TARSHISH TEMPLE

TERRIFIED THREE WIND
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Lent activities with Saint-Luke’s 

The Lenten season brings us many opportunities for fellowship and outreach. This year we will have our 
traditional Lent Lunches (organized by Glenys Kennedy) each Thursday until Easter AND we will start a new 
tradition with l'Acceuil de Jour of offering a Soup Kitchen (organized by Katie Taylor & Leigh Montillot), each 
Monday until Easter.  Read on to find out all the details for each project.  Many thanks to all for your support 
and prayer for both these activities. 

Please contact your host in advance if 
you would like to attend.
Or get in touch with Glenys Kennedy on 
06 73 99 31 87
glenyskennedy@orange.fr

Lent Lunches 2023:

Thursday March 30th 12:15-14:15
chez Daniel and Annabel Pouget
Château de Bellefontaine, 77940 FLAGY
Tel  to Confirm you are coming  before Wednesday 29th evening   
at: 06 14 90 00 98 
Or email : abelpouget@aol.com

Thursday April 6th:: AVRIL BATEMAN
2 rue Jame, 77870 VULAINES SUR SEINE
avrilbat@yahoo.com  061827005

MAISON D'ACCUEIL DE 
JOUR DU PAYS DE 
FONTAINEBLEAU

Association de loi 1901

SOUP KITCHEN  update:

Next dates available (we are looking for volunteers) : March 27 & April 
3rd

The drop-off time is 11:30, Mondays
No need for bread as they get donations from the local bakeries.
Possibility of transferring soups into their own big pots on arrival
Fruit and cheese are welcome
The team on site is very helpful and friendly.  
Our contacts were Dom and Laurent
They are happy to accept donations of laundry pods as they have

washing machines on site for those in need.

How can I help?  Prepare lunches, meal delivery, assist someone in 
cooking or shopping, and continue to pray for all involved…..If you are 
interested in helping with this 'soup kitchen' initiative, please contact 
Leigh:  leighmontillot@gmail.com 06 26 49 13 75 or 
Katie katie5.taylor@gmail.com 06 03 51 01 82
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Dust & Glory: a 40-day Lent journey of faith, failure & 
forgiveness from the Church of England

Link to: Church of England Lent Reflections 2023

Link to: Lent application download
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https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=27bfd42de83455b814886a7692e66e9ea379bc09e4b9a19749811a541c16758ab814db1de751bf5894111acc3f50cc804ff1da09f3f02239474973b41a469697
https://view.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=6ed89e98573093bf277e7028674a6aee9398484a89c6d1f69bcaa5036d92b43a0630ed0bb499a099961f60cd0e42c34cafb2a7d2d4962bd6e2ff524038ca25ff5f6c60524e99cd76a06cf9f6fd394ed3

