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School context 

This large primary school serves the village of Syston, in Leicestershire. Most pupils are of White British heritage 

and very few children speak English as an additional language. The proportion of pupils with special educational 

needs is broadly in line with average. The proportion of children in receipt of pupil premium funding is also broadly 

average. The school converted to academy status three years ago in order to ensure their religious status was 

further strengthened. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St Peter & St Paul Church of England Academy as a 

Church of England school are outstanding 

 The Christian ethos of the school is deeply embedded in all aspects of school life, resulting in learners 

having a very good understanding of how Christian values impact on their own achievement and behaviour. 

 Strong leadership, rooted in Christian beliefs and values, ensures that every child is valued and respected as 

a unique individual and a child of God. 

 Opportunities provided through worship, RE teaching and across the curriculum impact significantly on 

children’s social, moral, spiritual and cultural development.  

 Collective worship is of a very high quality and inclusive, engaging children and adults. 

Areas to improve 

 Embed the newly introduced assessment system in RE so that children’s progress is tracked year on year to 

ensure all children make at least good progress.  

 Increase opportunities for children to develop their higher level skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and 

evaluation so that more able children are sufficiently challenged. 

 Provide more opportunities for children to plan as well as lead collective worship regularly. 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting the needs of all 

learners 

The Christian ethos at this school underpins all aspects of school life and staff and governors are united in their 

understanding of the importance of the school’s distinctively Christian character.  As one governor commented, 

‘The Christian character shines through everything we do’.  It is the nurturing Christian environment that 

supports, enables and inspires children to develop their full potential.  Attainment on entry into Early Years 

Foundation Stage is significantly below expected levels. However, by the end of KS2, standards are above expected 

levels and results in KS1 are improving year on year. Good quality teaching and rigorous tracking of all children 

ensures the majority of pupils make good progress. The school’s vision, ‘Learning for Life in a Changing World’ is 

underpinned by Christian values of respect, honesty and perseverance. As a result, children are polite, respectful, 

well-mannered and they display excellent behaviour and attitudes towards learning. Children understand that the 

Christian values are rooted in the Bible and one child explained how Jesus wants them to, ‘show respect to each 

other and tell the truth so that we can make our little bit of the world a better place’. They talk confidently about 

parables Jesus told and can relate these to their own lives. Children’s care for those in the world in greatest need 

is clearly demonstrated through the fundraising for charities which last year included Help for Heroes, Operation 

Christmas Child and Children in Need. Children enjoy spending time in quiet areas, like the peace garden, which 

helps to develop their spirituality. They are able to reflect on the Lord’s Prayer, outside collective worship, by 

sitting on Ella’s bench which has the words of this prayer beautifully engraved into the wood. Children are 

exceptionally well cared for within a ‘family’ atmosphere based on Christian love and respect. Staff go above and 

beyond to ensure the needs of the whole child are met, whether academic, emotional, spiritual or social. One 

Year 6 child reflected, ‘Coming to this church school has really shaped my life because it teaches me that God will 

guide me through the rough times and he will always have forgiveness.’ Parents speak very positively about the 

benefits of their children attending a church school and they value the ‘loving, caring, happy school’ which 

encourages their children to look out for each other and help in any way they can. RE teaching effectively develops 

children’s understanding of diversity and difference which underpins the school’s Christian ethos. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

High quality collective worship, which enriches the lives of both adults and children, is clearly at the heart of this 

school community. Collective worship is well planned and it is led by staff and local clergy, so enabling children to 

have rich, varied experiences. There is a strong focus on biblical teaching and as a result children are developing a 

good understanding of Bible stories which, ‘help me to be a better person’. Children are presented with their own 

Bibles at the end of Year 3 and one child observed they read their Bible when they are sad because, ‘It gives me 

help and guidance.’ The attitude of children towards collective worship is very positive because they are actively 

engaged in worship and it supports their moral and spiritual development. Singing, prayer and reflection time form 

an integral part of worship and consequently collective worship contributes significantly towards children’s 

spiritual development. The use of modern, religious songs is valued by children and adults alike and children speak 

very enthusiastically about the songs they sing so beautifully in collective worship. Prayer is an integral part of both 

worship and the school day. Children are enthusiastic to share their own prayers, either in class, during assemblies 

or when away on residential visits during the epilogue each evening. Children are confident to lead acts of worship 

and are given frequent opportunities to do so, although at present there are few occasions when children can plan 

acts of worship. Worship is consistently and recognisably Christian and children are developing a good 

understanding of the Christian calendar, helped by the comprehensive displays in the hall which illustrate all the 

major seasons of the church year. Children are also developing a good understanding of Anglican tradition and 

worship as a result of very strong links with St Peter & St Paul church. Regular involvement in school of Father 

David in the past and now Rev Jackie, as leaders of worship each week, further deepen relationships with the 

church. Children can speak about the Trinity as a result of explicit teaching and they are developing an 

understanding of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As one child explained, ‘God is three persons in one, yet 

they can’t be separated from each other.’ The Stations of the Cross created by each class provide an insightful 

resource for the Easter story and children speak confidently about the impact of Jesus dying on the cross. Parents 

are extremely supportive of the frequent opportunities to attend collective worship either at the church or in 

school for class assemblies. The leader for collective worship has been instrumental in ensuring that collective 

worship is continually improving by regular evaluations involving staff and children. 
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The effectiveness of the religious education is good 

Religious education has a very high profile within the curriculum, being regarded as a core subject. Consequently, 

children value the subject and they are fully engaged in their learning. Children speak very positively about their RE 

lessons and they regularly express their excitement and enjoyment of RE.  Children are encouraged to think 

deeply and reflect on different religions and the ‘Big Questions’ of life. As a result, they are able to compare and 

contrast different religions and express opinions about their beliefs or uncertainties. High quality marking further 

challenges pupils to reflect on their learning. Children, including those in Foundation Stage, are achieving a good 

understanding of Christianity and their understanding of other major world religions is developing well.  The 

secure rolling programme of faith visits provide excellent opportunities for children to learn first-hand about 

different religions. The majority of pupils attain in line with expectations for their age in RE and they make good 

progress overall.  Children are developing skills of empathy, comparison and personal reflection, however, the 

higher level skills of enquiry, analysis and interpretation are an area for development. Learners particularly enjoy 

using poetry and art to record their learning and have written some insightful poetry. One child wrote, ‘God is in 

my heart and a window to my soul’ as part of their poem about what the Bible meant to them. Parents speak very 

positively about the RE teaching and its impact on their children, saying their children come home excited and 

wanting to talk about what they have learnt in school. The RE leader ensures that RE teaching and learning is of 

the highest quality. She has a very good understanding of strengths and areas for development and is enthusiastic 

to secure further improvements. Scrap Books kept each year provide an excellent record of children’s social, 

moral, spiritual and cultural development, and show clearly the impact of RE teaching and Christian ethos on 

children’s lives.  Assessments are made at the end of each unit of work which inform both planning and teaching. 

The newly introduced assessment system, without levels, now needs embedding so that children’s progress in RE 

is tracked year on year. Children would benefit from the opportunity to be more involved in assessing their own 

learning as this would enable them to be more aware of their success in achieving the learning objectives. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is outstanding 

All leaders in school articulate a distinctively Christian vision for the school, which is underpinned by a love of God 

and love for each other, which is one of the school’s aims. One member of staff spoke of the ‘Deep rooted ethos 

lived out by senior leaders’. Christian care for vulnerable pupils is clearly evident through the deployment of staff 

and the energy invested by staff in ensuring the individual needs of all children are met. Leaders are focussed on 

school improvement. They have an excellent understanding of the school’s strengths and areas for development 

and have been instrumental in securing changes in both RE and collective worship, as well as standards generally. 

Children benefit from high quality learning experiences which impact significantly on their knowledge and 

understanding of Christianity and other religions as well as their spiritual development. Clergy provide exceptional 

support to the school through involvement in collective worship and in promoting and enabling effective strong 

links with the church. Their involvement in the Ethos Committee, along with other foundation governors, is 

instrumental in securing improvements in RE and ensuring the Christian ethos remains at the heart of all aspects of 

school life. The foundation governors encourage and challenge the school very effectively, working extremely 

closely with the headteacher and senior leaders. Regular, focussed visits by foundation governors, working 

alongside the RE leader and linked to the school improvement plan, provide insightful evaluation of the school’s 

provision.  The governors’ decision to join the Diocese of Leicester Academies Trust, although difficult at the 

time, has proved to be a successful strategic decision which has ensured the school’s religious status was not 

compromised but strengthened. Parents speak very positively about the benefits of their children attending a 

church school, as evidenced by questionnaires and discussion. They value the ‘caring, happy school, where respect 

shown by children & excellent behaviour provides tangible evidence that Christian values are firmly embedded’. 

The introduction of an Engaging Parents Working Group has resulted in increased support of parents attending 

church services. Good use is made of diocesan training to ensure staff are kept fully up to date and equipped to 

guide and lead staff forward. All the issues from the previous inspection have been successfully addressed and the 

school is well placed to continue to flourish as a church school.            


