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School context 

Fleckney is a larger than average primary school, in a village some 10 miles south of Leicester. There are 

currently 385 children on roll, ranging in age from 4 to 11.  The majority live in the catchment area.  Most are of 

White British heritage, although the number from other ethnic backgrounds joining the school is increasing.  9% 

of pupils are currently on the special educational needs (SEN) register. The headteacher in post at the last 

inspection died in post. Following a period of uncertainty, the current head was appointed in 2013. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Fleckney as a Church of England school are outstanding  

 

 The impact of the school’s Christian ethos and values are strongly reflected in relationships at all levels 

and this enhances all other aspects of school life. 

 The leadership at all levels is driven by the school’s strong Christian character, which serves to enhance 

the development of the school. 

 The strong partnership between the school and the local church has a very positive effect on the spiritual 

development and well being of the whole school community. 

Areas to improve 

 Ensure the school’s Christian values are celebrated and made more explicit in documents such as the 

website, so that people viewing them for the first time are instantly made aware of the school’s Christian 

distinctiveness. 

 Develop the participation of pupils in the delivery of collective worship. 

 Raise awareness of prayer at a personal level to enable pupils to further develop their spirituality. 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding 

at meeting the needs of all learners 

The Christian character at Fleckney is deeply embedded and permeates relationships throughout the whole 

school community. It has a major impact on behaviour, progress and attendance, all of which are very good. It 

also underpins the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils of all faiths and none.  In a recent 

survey all the parents who responded said that the school is a happy and safe environment.   They also 

appreciate that Christian values are encouraged and modelled by staff. Parents and staff alike used the word 

‘compassion’ to describe the selfless and caring way they and the pupils are treated, particularly at times of stress 

and attribute this to the school’s Christian character.  Parents comment that members of staff go ‘above and 

beyond what is expected’ in supporting their pupils. The wise and compassionate approach the school takes 

towards children whose behaviour presents challenges also reflects its strong Christian character.  The support 

provided is carefully matched to the needs of each individual, and under constant review, to ensure they achieve 

their potential.  

The school has pre- and after-school provision and a varied programme to provide enrichment for pupils, again 

reflecting its Christian character, to ensure that all pupils are valued, both as individuals and as God’s children.   

The highly committed staff lead many extra-curricular activities including sports, music, languages, science, skills 

and arts clubs.  They are popular with the pupils whilst also enhancing Christian values of commitment, 

friendship and endurance. Day and residential trips and visiting guests widen the pupils’ awareness of other 

cultures and religions, as does an on-going and fruitful partnership with an inner city school.  The Christian 

character of the school is reflected in these activities, which make a significant contribution to pupils’ 

understanding of Christianity as a world faith.  

The school is also a ‘hub school’ for Global Learning Programme, enhancing to learning of its own pupils and also 

sharing knowledge with others.  Pupils have visited places of worship of other faiths and Muslim pupils from a 

city school visit Fleckney to speak about their religion. Fleckney pupils speak confidently about similarities and 

differences between religions and about the importance of this knowledge. Pupils of other religions say how 

comfortable they feel and are encouraged to talk about their faith and share religious experience.  Pupils of no 

faith feel similarly at ease and comment that the Christian values they learn are important to them. 

Christian values are constantly being modelled and taught so pupils gain a firm understanding of their 

importance. They readily make connections between biblical teaching, Christian values and life today. Older 

pupils confidently articulate how they are of benefit both to themselves and to the school as a Christian 

community.  The are able to articulate their understanding of Christianity with confidence and speak with 

assurance about how the school’s Christian values and their learning in religious education (RE) have an impact 

on their daily lives.  A Year 5 pupil wrote: ‘Love is to be caring and kind and it must be in your heart.’ Another 

said that talking to God helps you. The school’s Christian character is demonstrated in the compassionate, caring 

and prayerful way in which the staff and the incumbent have responded to adverse personal and global events.   

Each teaching area has a quiet space and there are Christian signs and symbols throughout the school.  Older 

pupils are keen to talk about memories of the previous head and a local lay reader, both of whom had added 

greatly to the Christian ethos of the school. A quiet, reflective space outside has been created as a memorial to 

the last head. Reflecting the Christian character of the school, pupils speak of going there if they are feeling 

troubled, knowing others will come to support them.  

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

Fleckney’s collective worship is highly valued as a time when the whole school is united.   It provides a wide 

variety of experiences to challenge and inspire pupils. The school clearly differentiates between collective 

worship and assembly, making the point that worship always forms part of, if not the whole of each assembly. It 

is considered to be central to the school’s sense of community and one of the ways in which Fleckney promotes 

the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of every child.  Worship is firmly structured around the 

church’s year, strongly emphasising the teachings of Jesus and linking them to the Christian values that underpin 

school life. Pupils speak with enthusiasm about collective worship, in particular outdoor worship and visits to 

church.  They relate the positive impact it has on their behaviour and ability to cope with adverse events.  Pupils 

learn the Lord’s Prayer and its meaning from the Foundation Stage onwards and create their own prayers for 

collective worship.  As one pupil remarked, ‘Talking to God helps you.’  Whilst pupils understand the purposes 

of prayer, the use of private prayer within the school day is not widespread. 

Staff, the incumbent and representatives of the local Baptist and evangelical churches all lead worship on a 

regular basis.  This gives pupils experience of different Christian traditions.  They learn about Anglican practices 
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in a variety of ways.   Each class in turn leads worship, usually focusing on events in the church year such as 

Candlemas, Lent, Easter and Ascension Day.  Pupils also learn about some of the sacraments, such as baptism.  

The incumbent also leads an occasional teaching Eucharist. Worship regularly includes music, drama, and times 

for reflection and prayer.  A cross is prominently displayed in the school hall as a focal point.  Music and other 

media are used to create an atmosphere of peace and anticipation. The concept of the Trinity is introduced in an 

age appropriate way so that, by the end of Key Stage 2, pupils have developed a good understanding. 

Collective worship is organised by the collective worship coordinator and planned by the worship leaders (the 

head, staff and the incumbent) to ensure a variety of styles of worship that are accessible to all. A member of the 

local church provides support by playing the piano when needed.  Monitoring and evaluation drive improvement 

and are currently undertaken by the collective worship coordinator and the chair of governors; pupils have a 

limited role in the planning and delivery of collective worship. 

Each term, there are school services in the local church, to which parents and the community are invited.  

Because of lack of space and the numbers wishing to attend, these sometimes have to be repeated two or three 

times.  The feedback from parents is very positive and highlights the regard they have for the school’s teaching of 

Christianity and its related values.  Their comments show the important place Fleckney school occupies within 

the community. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is 

outstanding 

School leaders are strongly committed to the school’s Christian values which all articulate very clearly. Within 

the vision statement, the incumbent writes that, ‘As a church school we highly prize our Christian Foundation 

and in our common life and practice we try to be guided by the Christian principles of love, forgiveness and 

compassion.’ Leaders also clearly express the influence of other Christian values such as tolerance, friendship, 

justice and thankfulness on their management of the school. They are also clear about the way Christian values 

underpin the vision and inform policies but as yet, this is not clearly communicated to the wider community via, 

for example, documents on the school web site.  All stakeholders comment about the strength and positive 

effect of these values on standards of achievement and the wellbeing of pupils. The whole school community is 

regularly consulted via questionnaires, meetings and opportunities to comment on collective worship.  These in 

turn inform planning.  The headteacher, staff and governors are all easily accessible, so parents can also make 

their views known to them informally.  

Areas for development from the previous inspection have been addressed and good progress has been made.  

Both concerned widening the experience of pupils of other faiths and cultures.  The partnership with 

Sparkenhoe Primary School and shared visits to the mosque are now firmly embedded in the school’s 

programme.  Membership of the Global Partnership is also enhancing this area of the wider curriculum. 

The headteacher’s reports to governors always include reference to Fleckney’s development as a church school 

but monitoring and evaluation of this does not appear as a regular agenda item. The chair and other foundation 

governors also report on their visits and their knowledge, enthusiasm and commitment to the school’s Christian 

character is evident.  The governing body is fortunate to have no difficulty in filling vacancies as they arise.  

There are strong links with the church and community, which enhance the life of the school.  These particularly 

focus around the feasts of the church.  The school supports some pupils to enable them to take part in the 

church’s summer play scheme.  Fleckney is part of the South Leicestershire Collaborative Partnership.  This is a 

group of six primary schools that work together to enable staff to share ideas and expertise and give pupils the 

opportunity to work with children from other schools. 

Governors ensure that statutory requirements are met for RE and collective worship and that RE is effectively 

led.  An action plan is in place, which is contributing to high quality teaching and increasing the impact of RE on 

the spiritual development of pupils. Religious education (RE) has a high profile within the school and both the 

chair of governors and the incumbent play an active role in supporting its planning and delivery.   The current 

co-ordinator retires in summer and her successor is already attending training and shadowing the role. The 

curriculum follows the Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus and work is in progress to integrate the new 

Understanding Christianity programme. The headteacher and the religious education / collective worship 

coordinator attend diocesan training and conferences.  Staff meeting time is then set aside for passing on and 

developing new ideas.  Planning is in place to ensure that all staff and governors regularly attend courses to 

extend their professional development.  
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