
Reflection from Maggie Diffey, Wednesday May 12th 2021 

It is now forty days since we celebrated the wonderful day of resurrection and 
the time seems to have just slipped by as we are starting to emerge from the 

lockdown and soon now will be able to meet for a meal or coffee inside a 
building. The weather has been very unseasonal and it has been rather cold for 

many outdoor activities. May Day arrived but dancing around the May pole in the 
chilly wind and driving rain didn’t seem much fun.  

Tomorrow the church keeps Ascension Day and Norwich East deanery invites us 

to join in the worship at St Stephen’s church at 7.00pm. This day marks the end 
of the post resurrection appearances of Jesus and the time that his humanity is 
taken into heaven, where he sits at the right hand of the Father. It can be 

difficult for us to visualise the Ascension but there have been many portrayals of 
the Ascension to be found in Christian artwork, paintings, icons and woodwork 

carvings. Some of them can be quite comical. When anyone has attempted to 
use words, it is a matter of trying to describe the indescribable. Of the Gospel 
writers only Luke has attempted it and leaves us two versions, one in Acts 1 

verse 9-11 and one at the end of his gospel, chapter 23 verses 50 and 51. 

As Richard reminded us on Sunday that the sixth Sunday of Easter is kept as 
Rogation Sunday and the three weekdays before Ascension Day are also 

Rogation days, traditionally days of prayer and fasting associated with the 
forthcoming harvest. We are asked to give thanks for God’s creation, to be 

mindful of our responsibilities for our world and to become better stewards. 

The benefice has become an Eco-benefice and our teams are poised to offer us 
hints, or requests for us all to go greener in our everyday lives. We are all too 
aware of the danger to our world of all the accumulative rubbish and litter which 

is ever growing, on our streets, in the hedgerows and in the seas. We have 
probably watched or listened to various programmes warning of the hazards for 

the wildlife of our world. 

We are also being warned of the destructive nature of CO2 emissions and the 
urgent need to be aware of and personally make changes to our individual 
lifestyles. Whilst it seems an impossible task for the world, if we all take our 

personal responsibilities seriously on an individual basis, every small adjustment 
to our lives will have a longer term cumulative effect to enable everyone to have 

the opportunity to flourish and grow. The climate crisis is very real throughout 
the world and Christian Aid week is this week and is a timely reminder of the 

people for whom life is a daily struggle in the need for providing both food and 
water for families living in areas of drought. We often turn on our taps and take 
fresh, clean water in our homes for granted.  

Gardeners, allotment holders and farmers have had a difficult early spring 

sowing time. April this year has been one of the driest for many, many years. It 
has also been one of the coldest, with a regular arrival of night time frosts. It 

has been impossible to sow such items as beans and tender plants such as 
tomatoes, even into greenhouses unless there is a regular heating mechanism in 
place. As the month passed and the merry month of May arrived, the weather 



became extremely wet and cool. Climate issues have become very real as the 
seasons become very unpredictable. 

During these Rogation days, we thank God for all his gifts of creation, as we 

experience the movements of the months. The sun is becoming warmer, the 
birds are busy nesting, the air is full of the smell of scented blossoms, oilseed 

rape covers the fields with its radiant yellow flowers. Yes, summer is “acoming 
in” and we praise our glorious creator. We also ask God’s blessing on the work of 

the land, the fishing fleets, the producers of our food and all who contribute to 
our wellbeing every day. We pray for communities and leaders and for all who 
suffer hardships of whatever kind. And we pray for ourselves and our part in 

shaping the future and the world we live in. 

 

With every blessing 

Maggie 

 
 
 


