
Reflection from Maggie Diffey, Friday August 14th 2020 

 

Good morning everyone. 

 Wisdom is one of those attributes that we all need in abundance in these 

strange days. We must be making wise judgements and assessing risk factors 

each and every day. Is it wise to consider a holiday trip abroad this year or 

would it be too risky? Is it wise to visit family and friends, to travel by public 

transport, to support our local pub, to venture out for a meal in a restaurant?  

Wisdom is a gift from God, along with all of the gifts we are blessed with daily 

from God. Every day, as we wake and begin the new day, is a blessing and we 

are able to delight in the life around us. The sky is very blue and almost 

cloudless at present, flowers and crops are maturing rapidly, although our 

garden is badly in need of rain as are many areas in our county. Pubs and 

restaurants are opening up, shops are available and the countryside is 

attractive, and the waterways cool and appealing. 

In the Old Testament wisdom, whether human or divine, occupies a prominent 

place.  In Psalm 111 we read “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

all those who practice it have a good understanding” As a young person I 

interpreted this phase as having to be frightened of God in order to acquire   

wisdom, but I learned that the word fear could be interpreted as reverence 

which threw a whole new light on the phrase. Solomon asked God for the gift 

of wisdom and went on to make wise decisions initially. 

Tomorrow, August 15th, we remember one of the festivals of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The festival of The Annunciation is kept on March 25th    when the angel 

Gabriel visited Mary and she accepted God’s invitation to be mother of God’s 

son. Tomorrow is the other major festival as we remember the part she played 

in giving birth to and supporting her Son during his life on earth. She was 

possessed with wisdom, and, we read, spent time reflecting on the events 

surrounding Jesus’ life and death. In the Eastern tradition, tomorrow’s festival 

is called the Dormition of the Virgin, which literally means “falling asleep” 

 



The reading set for this evening as the 1st evening prayer for the festival is one 

of the lovely passages about wisdom. I enjoy much of the so-called Wisdom 

books in the Old Testament. They include Job, Proverbs, and  Ecclesiastes from 

the Old Testament and Wisdom of Solomon and Ecclesiasticus from the 

Apocrypha.   Many of the passages are little gems to read and point us in the 

direction of wisdom with very practical advice about all aspects of daily living. 

This evening’s reading describes Wisdom as being created by God, the first of 

his mighty acts of creation. Wisdom was present when there were no seas or 

water, no mountains and hills, no earth, fields or soil. She was there when God 

established the heavens and gave the seas their limits Wisdom is described as 

female and in the Message, the Bible in contemporary language, she is 

described as Lady Wisdom. Wisdom, in today’s reading is described as being 

daily before God, delighting the work of God s’ creation and rejoicing before 

God always. It is a wonderfully happy image of God as he created the universe 

with wisdom at his side. 

We all need to continue to search for wisdom, for the ability to make wise 

decisions each and every day, in all aspects of our lives. Wisdom can be found 

in others wise counsel, in the world around us, in literature generally and the 

Bible in particular. If you have time, read some of the Old Testament “Wisdom 

books” and, of course, the gospels, where Jesus is revealed as the Wisdom of 

God.  

With every blessing 

Maggie  

       


