
 

As the Father sent me, so I send you… He breathed on them and said 

to them ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. 

Last week we thought about power in witnessing to the good. But 

what if we’re not able to raise our sight to see good. Jesus speaks 

directly to such troubled hearts telling us, he will send another 

advocate, one who speaks truth, the truth of this world’s good. 

And today we hear accounts of the Spirit as speech, from the Acts of 

the Apostles, and as Judgement from John’s Gospel, with the 

assurance from Paul’s letters, all one Spirit. Paul assures us of the 

Spirit’s manifestation in speech and knowledge, with his famed 

lists of spiritual powers, wisdom, knowledge, faith, miracles, 

prophesy, discernment, speech, interpretation, all for good. 

How so we look in this day to raise our sight to such powers. Just as 

we speak of varieties of good works as the good, all these varieties of 

spiritual powers are gifts of the one Spirit. Spoken of in John as 

Jesus’ own breath, His breath of life, become as the rushing forceful 

wind of Acts, bearing speech. 

Today we rely on speech to bear wisdom, knowledge, faith, miracles, 

prophesy, discernment, interpretation, yet these have little power to 

effect change for the good without truth. At Jesus’ interrogation 

before Pilate, Pilate dismisses Jesus’ power, judging truth to be 

indeterminate ‘What is truth?’ Yet truth is Jesus’s gift, if we hear 

Jesus’s voice we belong to truth. And three times through Jesus’ word 

of farewell to His friends, he assures them, if you love me keep my 

word, my commandment, and the Father will give you another 

advocate this, the Spirit of truthJ14.16. Again Jesus tells them, When 

the advocate comes, the Spirit of truthJ15.26 and a third time, When 

the Spirit of truth comes He will guide you into all the truthJ16.13. 

Are we not all compromised before the truth, Have I done all I could, 

taken the right path, done the right thing, and sometimes we may 

feel beyond correction. Yet today is Pentecost, we celebrate the power 

of the Spirit, in truth, in redemption, to interrupt our lives for the 

good. Even where we see no good, the Spirit breathes new life, to raise 

us up in hope, to see the good, to be the good…. This much is true:- 
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