
 
For his suffering and death on the cross 
and his resurrection to new life, 
let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

For his rule over all things 
and his presence in the world, 
let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

For the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, 
who teaches and guides us, 
let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
For the grace of the Spirit 
in the work of the Church 
and the life of the world, 
let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER God of power, 
 may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, 
 may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, 
 may the gifts of your Spirit 
 equip us to serve and worship you 
 now and always.  Amen 
 
THE BLESSING  Let us go forth into the world in peace; 

 be of good courage; 
 hold fast that which is good; 
 render to no one evil for evil; 
 strengthen the fainthearted; 
 support the weak; 
 help the afflicted; honour everyone; 
 love and serve the Lord, 
 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit  
  
 And may the blessing of God almighty, 

  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
  be with us and those whom we  love 
  now and for ever. Amen. 

DISMISSAL  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH, OTFORD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME 

GREETING Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you 

  and also with you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP God in Christ has revealed his glory. 

Come let us worship. 

 From the rising of the sun to its setting 

the Lord's name is greatly to be praised. 

 Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 
O praise the name of the Lord! 

 
We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

HYMN 
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INVITATION The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 
 As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, we renew our   

confidence and trust in his mercy. 
 

CONFESSION Most merciful God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we confess that we have sinned 
 in thought, word and deed.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 In your mercy  
 forgive what we have been,  
 help us to amend what we are, 
 and direct what we shall be; 
 that we may do justly, 
 love mercy, 
 and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION May God who loved the world so much 
 that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
 forgive us our sins 
 and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAISE Loving Lord, 
fill us with your life-giving, 
joy-giving, peace-giving presence, 
that we may praise you now with our lips 
and all the day long with our lives, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY (COLLECT) 

 
Hearing and Responding to the Scriptures 

BIBLE READING 

SERMON 

CREED I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 

We pray for: the local and worldwide church; 
 the nations of the world; 
 our local community; 
 those in need and those who are ill; 
 the communion of saints; 
 
This response may be used:    Lord, in your mercy 

               hear our prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Gathering our thoughts and prayers into one, let us pray as our  
  Saviour taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

NOTICES  

HYMN 
The Conclusion 

 
THANKSGIVING For the love of our Father, the maker of all, 

the giver of all good things, 
let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

For Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
who lived and worked among us, 
let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


