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The Gathering 

SONG   506  O Lord my God 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
The minister addresses the whole congregation 
Faith is the gift of God to his people.  In baptism the Lord is adding to our 
number those whom he is calling.  People of God, will you welcome Sebastian 
and uphold him in his new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 
The minister then says to the parents and godparents 
Parents and godparents, the Church receives Sebastian with joy.  Today we 
are trusting God for his growth in faith.  Will you pray for him, draw him by 
your example into the community of faith and walk with him in the way of 
Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 
In baptism Sebastian begins his journey in faith. You speak for him today.  Will 
you care for him, and help him to take his place within the life and worship of 
Christ’s Church? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
God our saviour, 
look on this wounded world 
in pity and in power; 
hold us fast to your promises of peace   
won for us by you Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
FIRST BIBLE READING   Psalm 8       Please sit 

O LORD, our Sovereign, 
   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
   Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
   to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
   the moon and the stars that you have established; 
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
   mortals that you care for them? 
 
Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 
   and crowned them with glory and honour. 
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
   you have put all things under their feet, 
all sheep and oxen, 
   and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
   whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
 
O LORD, our Sovereign, 
   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

At the end the reader says: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SONG   1261  Brother, sister, let me serve you 
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THE GOSPEL READING   Luke 15: 11-32  Please stand 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of 
them said to his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few 
days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 
living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself 
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 
hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out 
a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!” And they began to celebrate. 

‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 
the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and 
asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe 
and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 
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came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 
“Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and 
I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the father said to 
him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we 
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’ 

At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON    Please sit.   

 

THE DECISION 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  To follow 
Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.   
Therefore I ask: 
 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 
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SIGNING WITH THE CROSS 
Christ claims you for his own.   
Receive the sign of his cross. 
 
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 

Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 
against sin, the world and the devil, 
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in you 
the image of his glory, and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE WATER 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

who keeps his promise for ever. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ 
was baptized in the river Jordan, 
we thank you for the gift of water 
to cleanse and revive us. 
Saving God 
give us life. 
 
We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea 
you led your people out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land, 
Saving God 
give us life. 
 
We thank you that through the deep waters of death 
you brought your Son, and raised him to life in triumph. 
Saving God, 

give us life. 
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Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it 
may be made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection, 
to be cleansed and delivered from all sin. 
Saving God, 

give us life. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon them, 
bring them to new birth in the household of faith 
and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life; 
for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Saving God, 

give us life. 

 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Let us affirm, together with Sebastian, who is being baptized, our common faith 
in Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the 
one for whom we exist? 

I believe and trust in him.  
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died 
for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in him.  
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of 
God and makes Christ known in the world? 

I believe and trust in him.  
 
This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith.   
We believe and trust in one God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
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THE BAPTISM 

The minister pours water on each candidate for baptism, saying: 
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
After Sebastian is baptized, the minister says 
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 
pour upon you the riches of his grace, 
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 

and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
WELCOME AND PEACE  Please stand.   

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
Sebastian, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 
we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
we welcome you. 
 
We are all one in Christ Jesus.  We belong to him through faith, 
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 
SONG    988  How deep the Father’s love for us 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER       Please remain standing. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is always right to give you thanks, 
God our Creator, 
loving and faithful, 
holy and strong. 
You made us 
and the whole universe, 
and filled your world with life. 
 
You sent your Son to live among us, 
Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child. 
He suffered on the cross; 
he died to save us from our sins; 
he rose in glory from the dead. 
 
You send your Spirit 
to bring new life to the world, 
and clothe us with power from on high. 
And so we join the angels 
to celebrate and sing: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father, on the night before he died, 
Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
He took the bread, and thanked you. 
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
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After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood, 
the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 
Do this to remember me. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 
and remember his death and resurrection, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share these gifts 
may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.  
 
Pour your Spirit on us 
that we may love one another, 
work for the healing of the earth, 
and share the good news of Jesus, 
as we wait for his coming in glory. 
For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   Please sit.   

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed by thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
LAMB OF GOD     We sing 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ  
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The President receives communion, gives communion to the other ministers 
on the dais and then to the congregation.   
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AFTER COMMUNION   Please remain seated.   

Lord, we have broken your bread 
and received your life. 
By the power of your Spirit 
keep us always in your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
SONG   31  Amazing grace 

The Sending Out 

GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE 
When all the newly baptized have received a candle, the minister says 
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
You have received the light of Christ; 
walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world  
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayer for the Church of England, material from 
which is included in this service, is copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
CCLI Licence No: 426195  


