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United Benefice of St Stephen’s with St James, Blackburn 

Livestream Spiritual Communion Service  

Sunday 10th January 2021 At 10am  

Baptism Of Jesus  

 And Renewal Of Baptismal Vows  

Service led by Red Sarah Gill 
 

Welcome and notices slides 

  

Music to be played at the beginning of the service as part of preparation:  

Hymn: I am a New Creation – The Worship Collection by Divine hymns  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvB3UxH9RAk 

Welcome and Introduction to the service  

 

The Greeting  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

All   From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

 

The Lord of glory be with you. 

All   the Lord bless you. 

 

First Hymn: Ascribe Greatness to our God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6XacIRPttk 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect (Special Prayer for Today)  

Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism. 

Silence is kept. 

Heavenly Father, 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Word  

 

Bible readings   
Old Testament reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

New Testament reading: Acts 19:1-7  

 

Hymn: Breathe on me breath of God  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmkzSjs9eAw 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:4-11  

Here the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark chapter 14 

verses 4-11  

Glory to you, O Lord 

At the end… 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvB3UxH9RAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6XacIRPttk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmkzSjs9eAw
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Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism  

 

God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

All   Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 

 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

All   who keeps his promise for ever. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 

for your gift of water in creation; 

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 

bringing light and life; 

for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

baptized in the river Jordan. 

 

We bless you for your new creation, 

brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 

and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 

washing away our sins. 

 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit 

restore the beauty of your creation, 

and bring those who are baptized 

to new birth in the family of your Church. 

Drown sin in the waters of judgement, 

anoint your children with power from on high, 

and make them one with Christ 

in the freedom of your kingdom. 

For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 

now and for ever. 

All   Alleluia. Amen. 

 

Act of penitence and dedication 

God of truth, 

you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; 

look in mercy on your people. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

We have broken the pledges of our baptism, 

and failed to be your disciples. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Though we are saved by Christ 

and dead to sin through the deep waters of death, 

we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

We have shown indifference to those in need 

and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember 

your repeated forgiveness of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Today we rejoice and give thanks 

because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan. 

Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism 

for the remission of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 

 

Through water and Spirit 

you give us new life as the people of God, 

and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All   wash us, and we shall be clean. 
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Almighty God, 

in our baptism you have consecrated us 

to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 

May we, whom you have counted worthy, 

nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 

and worship you with upright lives; 

through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please do light a candle if possible before I say following prayer 

 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercessions  

 

Introductions to the Peace 
God has made us one in Christ. 

He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.  

cf 2 Corinthians 1.22 

 

The peace of God be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Communion Table 
Open the heavens, Lord our God, 

and send your transforming Spirit 

on us and on these gifts. 

May we who are baptized into Christ 

be ready to share his cup of suffering 

and strengthened to serve him for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic (Holy Communion) Prayer  

 

The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

You celebrated your new gift of baptism 

in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 

Your voice was heard from heaven 

to awaken faith in the presence among us 

of your Word made flesh. 

Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 

revealing Jesus as your servant, 

and anointing him with the oil of gladness 

to preach the good news to the poor. 

Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 

we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 

for ever praising you and saying: 

 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord, Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
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these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

All  To you be glory and praise for ever. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

All  To you be glory and praise for ever. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  To you be glory and praise for ever. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our saviour taught us, so we pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking Of The Bread  

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

All   God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace 

 

Giving of Communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 

All   Lord, give us this bread always. 

 

During the act of Spiritual Communion hymn to be played:  

Broken for me, broken for you  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I31lNuvYBWQ 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Silence is kept. 

Lord of all time and eternity, 

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 

by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Final Hymn: Amazing Grace (My Chain are Gone – Chris Tomlin)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD3E5_Pgfxw 

The Dismissal Acclamation 
 

The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son. 

All   God has revealed himself to us. 
 

The Son bows his head beneath the waters of baptism. 

All   God has revealed himself to us. 
 

The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven. 

All   God has revealed himself to us. 
 

Submitting to John’s baptism, Christ delivers us from bondage. 

All   God has revealed himself to us. 
 

The Blessing 
 

May God the Father, 

who led the wise men by the shining of a star 

to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 

lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. Amen. 
 

May God the Son, 

who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 

transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 
 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who came upon the beloved Son 

at his baptism in the river Jordan, 

pour out his gifts on you 

who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

We have come to Christ, the living water. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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