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United Benefice of St Stephen’s with St James, Blackburn 

Midweek Morning Prayer, Wednesday 12th August 2020 

Service led by Revd. Sarah Gill 

 

Music to be played at the beginning of the service as part of 

preparation: Holy Spirit, We Welcome You 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDWDoe0YjVM 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

All   and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Prayer of thanksgiving  

Blessed are you, creator of all, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As your dawn renews the face of the earth 

bringing light and life to all creation, 

may we rejoice in this day you have made; 

as we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep, 

open our eyes to behold your presence 

and strengthen our hands to do your will, 

that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. after Lancelot Andrewes (1626) 

 

The opening prayer  

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: There is a redeemer 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61CJdXmxxLU 

 

The Word of God  

Psalmody – appointed psalm for today is Psalm 119.57-80 

Refrain:    I know, O Lord, that your judgements are right. 

57  You only are my portion, O Lord;  ♦ 

I have promised to keep your words. 

58  I entreat you with all my heart,  ♦ 

be merciful to me according to your promise. 

59  I have considered my ways  ♦ 

and turned my feet back to your testimonies. 

60  I made haste and did not delay  ♦ 

to keep your commandments. [R] 

61  Though the cords of the wicked entangle me,  ♦ 

I do not forget your law. 

62  At midnight I will rise to give you thanks,  ♦ 

because of your righteous judgements. 

63  I am a companion of all those who fear you,  ♦ 

those who keep your commandments. 

64  The earth, O Lord, is full of your faithful love;  ♦ 

instruct me in your statutes. [R] 

65  You have dealt graciously with your servant,  ♦ 

according to your word, O Lord. 

66  O teach me true understanding and knowledge,  ♦ 

for I have trusted in your commandments. 

67  Before I was afflicted I went astray,  ♦ 

but now I keep your word. 

68  You are gracious and do good;  ♦ 

O Lord, teach me your statutes. [R] 

69  The proud have smeared me with lies,  ♦ 

but I will keep your commandments with my whole heart. 

70  Their heart has become gross with fat,  ♦ 

but my delight is in your law. 

71  It is good for me that I have been afflicted,  ♦ 

that I may learn your statutes. 

72  The law of your mouth is dearer to me  ♦ 

than a hoard of gold and silver. [R] 

73  Your hands have made me and fashioned me;  ♦ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDWDoe0YjVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61CJdXmxxLU
https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter#mm13a
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give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 

74  Those who fear you will be glad when they see me,  ♦ 

because I have hoped in your word. 

75  I know, O Lord, that your judgements are right,  ♦ 

and that in very faithfulness you caused me to be troubled. 

76  Let your faithful love be my comfort,  ♦ 

according to your promise to your servant. [R] 

77  Let your tender mercies come to me, that I may live,  ♦ 

for your law is my delight. 

78  Let the proud be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies;  ♦ 

but I will meditate on your commandments. 

79  Let those who fear you turn to me,  ♦ 

even those who know your testimonies. 

80  Let my heart be sound in your statutes,  ♦ 

that I may not be put to shame. 

Refrain:    I know, O Lord, that your judgements are right. 

 

God our comforter, send your Holy Spirit 

to reveal your hidden mercy even in our failures and troubles; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Scripture reading  
 

Acts of the Apostles 2:1-21 The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 

native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13But 

others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: 
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

Reflection  
 

A responsory  

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

All   Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 
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For I am always with you; 

you hold me by my right hand. 

All   And afterwards receive me with glory. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

All   Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. from Psalm 73 
 

A Song of Redemption  
 

Refrain:   Christ is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 

1    The Father has delivered us from the dominion of darkness,   

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son; 

2    In whom we have redemption,   

the forgiveness of our sins. 

3    He is the image of the invisible God,   

the firstborn of all creation. 

4    For in him all things were created,   

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. 

5    All things were created through him and for him,   

he is before all things and in him all things hold together. 

6    He is the head of the body, the Church,   

he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead. 

7    In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell;   

and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things.  

Colossians 1.13-18a,19,20a 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
Refrain:   Christ is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 

 

Prayers of Intercessions  

These responses to ‘Lord, in your mercy’ is ‘hear our prayer.’ 
 

The Collect (Special prayer for today)  

Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven  

and became poor for our sake:  

when prosper save us from pride,  

when we are needy save us from despair, 

that we may trust in you alone.  

Through Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Conclusion 
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, 

and keep us in eternal life.    Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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