
Welcome to the Nativity Festival 2022 
 
 

We are delighted to present this festival to bring  JOY to Northfield: -   

 

J for JESUS – and of course the Christ Child is at the heart of all these crib sets and of 

Christmas  

 

O for OTHERS – and we are fundraising for the Partnership.   

Malawi is a small landlocked country in southern Africa. It is one of the 

poorest countries in Africa.   65% of the population live below the 

poverty line and on less than £1 a day. Only 8% of children complete 

secondary education; most don`t complete primary.  It has become very 

vulnerable to the effects of climate change, with a succession of poor 

harvests but it is peaceful it is known as `the warm heart of Africa`.  Half 

of what we raise from your donations will go to support the people of Malawi.  Their poverty rarely 

reaches the headlines.  

 

Y for Yourself – we are also fund raising for this church.  This mainly medieval church 

has stood at the heart of ‘Old Northfield’ for centuries.  We have recently improved the 

heating and lighting as well as installing the beautiful interior porch but now the roof and 

ceiling need attention. Half of what we raise from your donations will go to help keep the church in 

sound condition.  

 

 

• Please follow the arrows as you go around the festival.   
 

• Please respect that some exhibits are quite fragile and have been loaned.  We’ve put 

the most fragile high up!  
 

• Please do touch and rearrange the ones at pew level in the ‘Coloured Mat Area.’ 
 

• Please give as you can afford either in cash or using the card machine.   
 

• Please do vote for your ‘favourite exhibits’ using the 3 raffle tickets you were given 

on entry and placing them in the numbered jars in the exterior porch: -  

 

a. Which one would you most like to have at home?    YELLOW  ticket 

 

b. Which one is the most original?    PINK/ORANGE  ticket 

 

c. Which one makes you think about the birth of Jesus in a new way?            

BLUE/GREEN  ticket 

 

 

Finally, if you have enjoyed the Festival please tell others about it.   

We are adding an extra day – Saturday 3rd December  10am – 1pm  



1 Fr David 

Pycock 

Flatpack Set 

In December 2016 the new Rector happened to mention to 

the Associate Priest, Fr David Pycock, that it would be lovely 

to have a large nativity set.  By Christmas he had made one! 

2 Bob and 

Kathy Mayne  

Tiny set  

Look up high in the wooden porch – can you see it perilously 

perched?  

3 Gerardine 

Merricks 

(Christian Aid 

rep) together 

with friends  

Marie and 

Suzanne 

‘From Salvage to Salvation’ 

There is so much packaging used everywhere.  We wanted 

to use just a tiny, tiny bit of it.  We were also trying to think 

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in the context of the homeless. 

 

Notice the clever use of Blister Packs, the word puns and the 

‘wrecking ball’ which has morphed into the star.   

 

In an early mobile phone the Rector had predictive text 

changed the word “Stable” into “Rubble.” 

4 Church  Shepherd Banner 

This was made by the church banner making group some 

years ago.  

5 Sandra 

Reynolds 

Church 

Warden  

Wooden Stable and Figurines 

Sandra says, “I bought this simply because I liked it.”   

6 Julie Meadows Golden Globe Snow Scene Nativity 

  

7 Lorraine 

Freeman  

Traditional Nativity Set  

8 Pauline and 

Roger 

Bannister 

Traditional Set 

Thank you to son, Michael, for bringing this over from 

Stourbridge.   

9 St Laurence 

Church Infant 

School  

Don’t Waste Anything Set 

The children made this nativity set from recycled materials 

during our “Well-being Wednesday” painting and craft club.  

We are thinking in school about how to be more 

environmentally aware and using our Wednesday co-

curricular clubs to do activities with the children that 

promote their mental health. 

10 Lorraine 

Freeman  

Light up Nativity Scene  

It is amazing what a difference a light makes  - Jesus said, “I 

am the Light of the World.” 

11 Julie Meadows Story Fold-out Book Nativity.   

Turn it around to read the story.  There are also 4 small 

pieces to go with it.   
  



12 The Revd Canon 

Janet Chapman 

Rector  

The first set I bought…  

This wooden set was purchased from Traidcraft about 30 

years ago.  We bring it out each Christmas and vary which 

pieces are out as we move towards Christmas and then on 

to Epiphany 

13 RSCM Singing Nativity Cards 

from the Royal School of Church Music.  

If you have a smart phone scan the QR codes to hear the 

music to go with each card.   

14 John Orchard  Traditional Set 

This was bought when we had young children.  We put it out 

every year.  One of the pieces has been broken but it is still 

good to get it out and we are glad to share it with you 

15 CTIN Cardboard Cut-Outs 

In 2019 Churches Together in Northfield engaged with local 

schools and community groups to produce this large set 

made from cardboard all cut out by Fr David Pycock.  We 

used it as an Advent Calendar and the characters all 

appeared in shops on Northfield High Street through out 

December to tell the story from John the Baptist, the 

annunciation, through to the birth of Jesus and the Visit of 

the Shepherds and the Wise Men.  We managed to retrieve 

most of the set from the shops after Christmas for us to 

enjoy again  

16 St Laurence 

Galaxy Beavers 

Box Set  

The Beavers look to have had great fun making this set 

together along with the beautiful box. 

17 Victoria Powell  ‘All in One’ wooden set.  

This has been lent by one of our Sunday School families  

18 Church Window Journey of the Magi Nativity Window 

You need to look up to see this one.  

Is it the oldest or is it the orphan Nativity Window (no 57)?  

19 Elaine Clements 

Treasurer and 

Sunday School 

leader 

Vintage Plastic Set with fixed figures 

This Nativity scene has been in my family for as long as I can 

remember  - probably from before I was born and I’m 

heading towards retirement.   

20 Janice Wones 

Lay Reader  

Card c1999 

I wanted a ‘cheap and cheerful’ Nativity Set to put up at 

work and move the characters around as we got closer to 

Christmas  

21 Linda Joyce 

Wallace and 

James  

Sturdy Light-up Stable set  

The stable was made by Linda and her grandson James made 

it some years ago.  James was only about 10 – he’s 28 now.  

They rescued the wood from a skip and the roof is made 

from old palm crosses.  Can you spot the cobweb across the 

front door?  Do you know the story of how a spider saved 

the lives of the Holy Family?     



22 Canon Janet Dedza Figurines 

This set was part of the inspiration for the festival.  Church 

of England Birmingham and the four Dioceses of the Anglican 

Church in Malawi have been linked for over 50 years 

offering mutual support.   

These DEDZA figurines have been handcrafted by Paragon 

Ceramics, Deza, Malawi.  They are about 20 years old.  Sadly 

one of them has been broken/lost 

23 Chris Michael  Remember all who are Refugees 

Remember Jesus and his parents were refugees. 

Pause and pray for refugees today as this was carved from 

olive wood by Palestinian Refugees in Jordan.  It was  bought 

in a workshop adjacent to the Greek Orthodox ‘Mosaic Map 

Church of Saint George’ in the ancient city of mosaics in 

Madaba, about an hour’s journey from Amman, the capital of 

Jordan.  I wonder where the ‘carvers’ are today?  

24 Mrs Smith, 

Headteacher of 

Infant School  

‘Russian Doll’ set  

If the festival isn’t busy do stack these up and take them 

apart again but don’t lose Jesus!  

25 Pat Turner Family Heirloom 

My late mother-in-law made my Nativity.  It is over 45 years 

old.   

26 Revd Theresa 

Morton 

Asst Curate 

Banana Leaf Set 

Made by a Kikuyu family in Kenya from banana fibre, sisal and 

maize leaf.  Made under Fairtrade conditions  

27 Janice Wones 

Lay Reader 

Cross Stitch Triptych  

I enjoy doing cross-stitch!  I made these c2012 and liked 

them so much I decided to keep them and am delighted to 

be able to share them now.  

28 Miriam Chapman  Carved Crib Scene 

This comes from the Black Forest in Germany and was 

bought at the German Market in Cologne.  It was a 

Christmas Present for Miriam (Canon Janet and Peter’s 

daughter) from her godmother, Pat Warren.  Miriam was 

baptised at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Edinburgh 

on 14th February 1995.  In the same service her mother was 

ordained priest and Pat was the organist.  There were 4 

cakes after the service: Baptism, Ordination, Valentine’s Day 

and Canon Janet’s birthday! 

29 Mrs Smith Velcro Advent Calendar Set 

Yes, you can take a figure out of a pockets and add it to the 

picture.  This is an old family favourite and sadly it is now 

missing a piece.  

30 Fr David Pycock  Plasticine Set 

Fr David made this set so he could produce an animated 

nativity story (Wallace and Gromet style.)  It was a massive 

undertaking but we managed to ‘big screen’ it under social 

distancing rules on Christmas Eve 2020.   



We may be showing part of the film in the choir pews after 

you’ve seen exhibits 31 & 32.   

31 Germaine Jones  ‘Santons’ from Provence  

My crib has been inspired by traditional ones they have in 

Provence (South of France). 

There, apart from the main nativity figures,  all the villagers 

and their trades and activities are represented.  

Can you spot:  

• the miller with a sack of flour on his back,  

• the fisherman, 

• the onion seller,  

• the drummer, 

• the mayor with his tricolore sash, 

the knife grinder  and many more?  

 

They visit the stable to worship the Infant Jesus and offer 

their humble gifts. 

These  figurines, called ´santons ´(little saints in Provençal 

dialect) are made of clay and  hand painted. They can be 

bought at the large ´santon’ fairs in many parts of Provence 

and also in large cities in France during the  Christmas 

period. I bought mine directly from the artist, in his 

workshop in a small village near Aix-en - Provence, but it 

took me some years to acquire my collection…. 

 

32 St Laurence 

Church  

Under-the-high-Altar 

Every year we turn the altar around and put this set out.  

Pre-Covid children used to bring the pieces up at the 4pm 

Crib Service.  We may do that again this year!     

33 Sarah Vernon,  

Captain of 

Bellringers  

German Minimalist Nativity Set 

Be careful not to miss this one!  

How good is your German?   

Schaf – sheep          Hirte - shepherd 

Ochse – ox             Esel  - donkey  

Can you work out the rest?   

34 Julie Meadows Tiny figurines  

Can you see their reflection?  

35 Jennie King 2 D Wooden Figures  

This is brand new and bought for our two little grandsons 

aged 2 & 5.  I’m sure they won’t mind you looking at it and 

handling it with care but we will need it back on 1st 

December so apologies if you are visiting after then.     

Our Sexton and Caretaker, Barry Gardner, said he had a 

jigsaw set very like this when he was young – that was last 

millennium! 

36 Tromans Family  Eco-Home Made 



..by Henry and Pippa with the help of mummy. Made out of 

materials we found in our house or saved from the bin. 

37 Janice Wones Olive wood of various shades. 

I wanted to have a more sophisticated set for home so I 

could move the characters around until Christmas and 

Epiphany.  The animals and shepherds were in the stable 

from set up; Mary and Joseph had to travel the length of the 

room on shelves and across the bookcase; the magi had to 

travel all the way around the room to arrive by Epiphany.  

The magi have also been in church and stood on maps of 

Israel and one year the map showed them getting lost in 

Birmingham.   

38 The Andrew 

Family  

Knitivity! 

Nativity figures knitted by Chris and Ruth Andrew using Jean 

Greenhowe’s Christmas special pattern book in 1991.  The 

Rustic Stable was made by Stuart Andrew  

39 Canon Janet  3 Wise Men mug 

Bone China, “Argyle,” made in England 

I’ve never seen a mug with the any nativity figures on until I 

found this when clearing my parents’ home.    

40 Elaine Clements 

 

Wooden Stable with ceramic figurines 

I just bought this set a few years ago after our grandchildren 

were born.  Linda Joyes-Wallace has done some very clever 

repair work on it!   

41 Wild Church  Set of three collages 

These were made during Wild Church on Sunday 20th 

November from things we collected in the church yard and 

some paper towels.  I wonder what the sheep made of the 

appearance of the heavenly host?  

42 Canon Janet Knitted Set 

I’ve had this set for over 25 years.  It was made by a 

congregant in the parish of Hessay, just west of York.  I was 

Associate Priest there for 3 years. I have done a few repairs 

as it is comes out most years and shared with nursery school 

children to tell the story of the birth of Jesus.  Please do play 

with it.  

43 Canon Janet Advent Calendar Set 

This set was given to us by the Revd Lynn Pocock who has 

been a great role model for me over the years.  When I first 

met her she was a ‘Parish Worker’ as women couldn’t be 

ordained then (1981.)  Eventually she was ordained as a 

deacon and then a priest but as her husband was also 

ordained and they worked in the same parish she was only 

allowed to be paid 1/3rd of the stipend!  I’m sure she worked 

a lot more than that and it will mean she has a much lower 

pension.   

Do take the pieces out and put them back in again.  

44 Christmas Fayre Snow Storm 1 (large)  



The snow storms were discovered at the Christmas Fayre by 

Janice Wones.  Because of the bubbles you need to pick it up 

and tip it back in order to see Mary, Joseph adoring their 

new born son, Jesus.  What animals can you spot on the 

base?  Can you find the bales of hay.  

NOW shake it up and make it snow!   

45 Christmas Fayre Snow Storm 2 (small)  

This one is rather unusual.  I wonder whether it shows Mary, 

Joseph and Jesus taking a rest and hopefully sheltering from 

the winter weather as they left Bethlehem and escaped to 

Egypt?  They were refuges as King Herod wanted to kill the 

baby whom the 3 wise men had described as “The king of 

the Jews.”  Look at the base… is the angel telling a shepherd 

about the birth of Jesus?  Shake it up and make it snow and 

whilst you do think of refugees today.   

46 132nd Birmingham 

Rangers (senior 

Guides)  

A Christmas Celebration Creation 

This set was made to celebrate nature through Christmas. 

The Rangers wanted to be involved as part of their promise 

is to serve their community and thought this would be a fun 

way to do so and hopefully bring people some joy. 

47 Mrs Smith  Playmobile 

This set was bought when I first started teaching at St 

Laurence Church Infants in 2003!  Another one to play with.   

48 Canon Janet Christmas Tree set 

I bought this set from Church House, Westminster – the 

home of the main offices for the Church of England – about 

30 years ago.  We love hanging the figures on the Christmas 

Tree each year.  I gave a matching set to my sister.  Do take 

the figures off the tree and have a good look at them and 

then replace them.   

49 Canon Janet Jigsaw Nativity  

This is one of my newest sets.  It is a complex Jigsaw – can 

you work out all the pieces and get them back into the 

stable?  It was made in China and the images have been burnt 

onto the wood.  We gave a matching set to The (now) Revd 

Claire Whitmore who did some of her training for ministry 

at St Laurence and enabled us to hold Church Services on 

Zoom from the very first lockdown Sunday!  We have 

removed the tiny, tiny piece so it won’t get lost 
  



50 Mrs Smith Perfect for little hands 

Do play with this set.  

51 Mrs Smith Finger Puppet Set 

Will your fingers fit in these puppets.  Why not put a puppet 

on one finger and another on the other hand and let them 

chat to another each other 

52 St Laurence 

Church Junior 

School  

3 D Theatre-style-box Nativity Set 

The children at the Breakfast and After School Club makde 

this nativity scene from natural and re-cycled materials  

53 Graham Short  

Hands of 

Genius 

Smallest Nativity in the World  

– not even visible to the naked eye.    

Graham is bringing in his microscope on Saturday and Sunday 

so you can view this Nativity ‘on a speck of gold’ close up.   

54 Sarah Hosking  

 

The Hosking Set 

My father, Richard 'Dick' Hosking was an artist and head of 

West Bromwich Rylands School of Art in the 1940s, when 

we lived on the Bristol Road in Birmingham, and he then 

became the principal of Coventry Collage of Art. He was a 

fine artist and I have deposited his work in Leamington, 

Coventry art galleries/museums and elsewhere and he made 

this crib in 1955 for St Mary's in Warwick. When he died in 

1991 I kept the figures and have since had remade the stable 

structure, by the property department of the RSC so it is 

very well done. 

I gave it to the Guild Chapel in Stratford where it was 

displayed but they no longer can use it.  I’m delighted to 

share it with St Laurence Church and support your 

fundraising 

 

55 Canon Janet 

and Janice 

Wones 

PomPom Set  

This set is has been made especially for the festival.  We’ve 

had great fun making all the ‘PomPoms’ and putting them 

together to make the figures and animals.   

56 Church  Wise Men Banner 

Another one from the church team – sadly now disbanded. 

57 Church  Orphans’ Nativity Window.   

Is this window older or younger than the one in the south 

aisle.  

58 Canon Janet Imitation Stained Glass 

I first made a silhouette like this to fit the window over our 

front door for our house in Rufforth.  This one was made for 

the kitchen window in the St Laurence Rectory.  Once the 

festival is over do look out for it as you pass by, especially 

when the light is on and it is dark outside.  

May the Christ Child be at the heart of your Christmas and bring you JOY 


