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Morning Prayer Easter Season 
Sunday, 26 April 2020 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

One or more of the following is said or sung: 

this or another prayer of thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 
and led them to freedom in the promised land, 
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 
rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Easter Anthems 

1 Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: 

♦

 
so let us celebrate the feast, 

2 not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 

♦

 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8 

3 Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 

♦

 
death has no more dominion over him. 

4 In dying he died to sin once for all: 

♦

 
in living he lives to God.
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5 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: ♦  
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 6.9-11 

6 Christ has been raised from the dead: ♦  
the first fruits of those who sleep. 

7 For as by man came death: ♦  
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 

8 for as in Adam all die: ♦  
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

1 Corinthians 15.20-22 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

This opening prayer may be said 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 23 

Refrain: 

 I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; 

♦

 
therefore can I lack nothing. 
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2 He makes me lie down in green pastures 
♦

 
and leads me beside still waters. R 

3 He shall refresh my soul ♦  
and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; ♦  
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  R 

5 You spread a table before me 
in the presence of those who trouble me; ♦  
you have anointed my head with oil 
and my cup shall be full. 

6  Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, ♦  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Refrain:  

I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

O God, our sovereign and shepherd, 
who brought again your Son Jesus Christ 
from the valley of death, 
comfort us with your protecting presence 
and your angels of goodness and love, 
that we also may come home 
and dwell with him in your house for ever. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
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36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 

The First Converts 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 40And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ 41So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. 

 

Canticle 

Refrain: 

In your unfailing love, O Lord, 
you lead the people whom you have redeemed. Alleluia. 

1 I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously, 
♦

 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

2 The Lord is my strength and my song 
♦

 
and has become my salvation. 

3 This is my God whom I will praise, 
♦

 
the God of my forebears whom I will exalt. 

4 The Lord is a warrior, 
♦

 
the Lord is his name. 

5 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power: 

♦

 
your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

6 At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them; 

♦

 
they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

7 In your unfailing love, O Lord, 

♦

 
you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 

8 And by your invincible strength 

♦

 
you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 
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9 You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord, 
♦

 
in the sanctuary which your hands have established. 

Exodus 15.1b-3, 6, 10, 13, 17 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

In your unfailing love, O Lord, 
you lead the people whom you have redeemed. Alleluia. 

Scripture Reading 

Luke 24: 13-35 

The Walk to Emmaus 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, ‘What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of 
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19He asked them, ‘What 
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with 
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ 25Then 
he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things 
and then enter into his glory?’ 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?’ 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen 
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indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and 
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  

Refrain: 

The Lord is risen from the tomb 
who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦  
who has come to his people and set them free. 

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦  
born of the house of his servant David. 

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦  
to save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all that hate us, 

4 To show mercy to our ancestors, 
♦

 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
♦

 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6 Free to worship him without fear, 
♦

 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
♦

 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation 
♦

 
by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9 In the tender compassion of our God 

♦

 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 

♦

 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 

The Lord is risen from the tomb 
who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

Prayers 

Intercessions are offered 
¶ for the day and its tasks 
¶ for the world and its needs 
¶ for the Church and her life 

¶ The people of God, that they may proclaim the risen Lord 
¶ God’s creation, that the peoples of the earth may meet their responsibility to care 
¶ Those in despair and darkness, that they may find the hope and light of Christ 
¶ Those in fear of death, that they may find faith through the resurrection 
¶ Prisoners and captives 

These responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 

(or) 

Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day is said 

Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
      with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 
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Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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¶Evening Prayer Easter Season 
Sunday, 26 April 2020 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

Preparation 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

One or more of the following is said or sung: 

this or another prayer of thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the deep waters of death 
you brought your people to new birth 
by raising your Son to life in triumph. 
Through him dark death has been destroyed 
and radiant life is everywhere restored. 
As you call us out of darkness into his marvellous light 
may our lives reflect his glory 
and our lips repeat the endless song. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

A Song of David 

Refrain: 

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God; 
you are exalted as head over all. 

1 Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever, • 
for yours is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour and the majesty. 

2 Everything in heaven and on earth is yours; • 
yours is the kingdom, O Lord, 
and you are exalted as head over all. 

3 Riches and honour come from you • 
and you rule over all. 
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4 In your hand are power and might; • 
yours it is to give power and strength to all. 

5 And now we give you thanks, our God, • 
and praise your glorious name. 

6 For all things come from you, • 
and of your own have we given you. 

1 Chronicles 29.10b-13, 14b 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God; 
you are exalted as head over all. 

This opening prayer may be said 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 48 

Refrain:  

We have waited on your loving-kindness, O God. 

1 Great is the Lord and highly to be praised, 

♦

 
in the city of our God. 
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2 His holy mountain is fair and lifted high, 
♦

 
the joy of all the earth. 

3 On Mount Zion, the divine dwelling place, ♦  
stands the city of the great king. 

4 In her palaces God has shown himself ♦  
to be a sure refuge. R 

5 For behold, the kings of the earth assembled ♦  
and swept forward together. 

6 They saw, and were dumbfounded; ♦  
dismayed, they fled in terror. 

7 Trembling seized them there; 
they writhed like a woman in labour, ♦  
as when the east wind shatters the ships of Tarshish. 

8 As we had heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts, the city of our God: 

♦
 

God has established her for ever. R 

9 We have waited on your loving-kindness, O God, 
♦

 
in the midst of your temple. 

10 As with your name, O God, 
so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; 

♦
 

your right hand is full of justice. 

11 Let Mount Zion rejoice and the daughters of Judah be glad, 
♦

 
because of your judgements, O Lord. 

12 Walk about Zion and go round about her; 
count all her towers; 

♦

 
consider well her bulwarks; pass through her citadels, 

13 That you may tell those who come after 
that such is our God for ever and ever. 

♦

 
It is he that shall be our guide for evermore. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen  
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Refrain:  

We have waited on your loving-kindness, O God. 

Father of lights, 
raise us with Christ to your eternal city, 
that, with kings and nations, 
we may wait in the midst of your temple 
and see your glory for ever and ever. 

 

Acts 15:28-end 

28For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further burden than 
these essentials: 29that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
from what is strangled and from fornication. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do 
well. Farewell.’ 

30 So they were sent off and went down to Antioch. When they gathered the congregation 
together, they delivered the letter. 31When its members read it, they rejoiced at the 
exhortation. 32Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, said much to encourage and 
strengthen the believers. 33After they had been there for some time, they were sent off in 
peace by the believers to those who had sent them. 35But Paul and Barnabas remained in 
Antioch, and there, with many others, they taught and proclaimed the word of the Lord. 

Paul and Barnabas Separate 

36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Come, let us return and visit the believers in every 
city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.’ 37Barnabas 
wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38But Paul decided not to take with them one who 
had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work. 39The 
disagreement became so sharp that they parted company; Barnabas took Mark with him and 
sailed away to Cyprus. 40But Paul chose Silas and set out, the believers commending him to the 
grace of the Lord. 41He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

 

Canticle 

A Song of Faith 

Refrain: 

God raised Christ from the dead, 
the Lamb without spot or stain. Alleluia. 
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1 Blessed be the God and Father 
♦

 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

2 By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope ♦  
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

3 Into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading, ♦  
kept in heaven for you, 

4 Who are being protected by the power of God through faith, ♦  
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

5 You were ransomed from the futile ways of your ancestors ♦  
not with perishable things like silver or gold 

6 But with the precious blood of Christ ♦  
like that of a lamb without spot or stain. 

7 Through him you have confidence in God, 
who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, ♦  
so that your faith and hope are set on God. 

1 Peter 1.3-5, 18, 19, 21 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 

God raised Christ from the dead, 
the Lamb without spot or stain. Alleluia. 

Scripture Reading 

1 Corinthians 3.10-17 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no 
one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus 
Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw—the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been 
built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned, the 
builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. 
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Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that 
temple. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Magnificat (The Song of Mary)  

Refrain: 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia. 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦  
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦  
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, 
♦

 
from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm 
♦

 
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones 
♦

 
and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things 
♦

 
and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
♦

 
to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, 

♦

 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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Refrain: 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia. 

Prayers 

Thanksgiving may be made for the day. 

Intercessions are offered 
¶ for peace 
¶ for individuals and their needs 

¶ The people of God, that they may proclaim the risen Lord 
¶ God’s creation, that the peoples of the earth may meet their responsibility to care 
¶ Those in despair and darkness, that they may find the hope and light of Christ 
¶ Those in fear of death, that they may find faith through the resurrection 
¶ Prisoners and captives 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day is said 

Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
      with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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