Morning Worship for 30th  January 2022
As we begin this act of worship let us remember all those not able to be with us who are joining us in their own homes, we remember that there are many friends who are doing the same and are joining with us in worship. For those of you at home If you have you-tube then please find an appropriate version of the suggested hymns and join in the singing on-line. As you go through this time of worship try to remember this reality; you are in the presence of God who holds us all in His care and keeping. 
The Greeting:

Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognised him as their Lord, as we today speak of his glory. In this service, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion.   

Collect for the day:

Almighty and ever-living God,
Clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son
Was this day presented in the Temple,
In substance of our flesh;
Grant that we may be presented to you
With pure and clean hearts,
By your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen. 





Our Declaration of faith

All the earth, shout and sing for joy,
For great in your midst is the Holy One.

Behold, God is my salvation,
I will trust and will not be afraid;
For the Lord God is my strength and my song,
And has become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water
From the wells of salvation.
On that day you will say,
Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name;
Make known his deeds among the nations,
Proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing God’s praises, who has triumphed gloriously,
Let this be known in all the world.
Shout and sing for joy, you that dwell in Zion,
For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

All the earth, shout and sing for joy,
For great in your midst is the Holy One.
Isaiah 12: 2-6

Hymn: Praise to the Holiest in the height.
Readings: Malachi 3: 1-5, Hebrews 2: 14-end.  
Hymn: Restore O Lord.
Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 22-40.
Reflection: This will be delivered by the Leader in church.
(For those at home a reflection will be sent through separately by Clive.)
Hymn: Make way, make way. 
Prayers for others: This morning let us pause for prayer for so many people and for so many situations. 
We come boldly to the throne of grace,
Let us pray to the Father through Christ who is our light and life.
Father, your Christ is acclaimed as the glory of Israel:
Look in mercy on your Church, sharing his light. May that light so ignite within us that we shall become shining witnesses to your glory.
Lord, have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Father, your Christ in his temple brings judgement on the world:
Look in mercy on the nations, who long for his justice. We pray especially for the divisions within Society, and the tensions and turmoil so evident in the nations. May the faith which is so strong among them build them up and unite them together peacefully in the name of the Lord.
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
Father your Christ, who was rich, for our sakes became poor:
Look in mercy on the needy, suffering with him. We pray for all still struggling with the current pandemic, for all in hospital receiving critical care, we pray for their families and loved ones praying patiently with them at this time. We continue to pray for all the carers, for Doctors, Nurses, Ancillary workers, Ambulance drivers, and for all within the NHS, be with them through their current struggles strengthen them in body and mind so that they may all stay safe and well.  
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Father, your Christ is the one in whom faithful servants find their peace:
Look in mercy on the departed, that they may see your salvation. We pray with a heavy heart as so many of our loved ones have been taken from us, for those who will rest within your loving embrace we give you thanks. For those who mourn their loved ones we pray that your love may rest upon them and bring them comfort amidst their sorrow. 
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Father, your Christ is revealed as the one destined to be rejected:
Look in mercy on us who now turn towards his passion.
Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, and showed them the infant king. Give us grace to put all our trust in your promises, and the patience to wait for their fulfilment;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
And so we pray
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. 
Amen.

Hymn: Christ, whose glory fills the sky.

Final Responsory:

Father, we have sung your praise with shepherds and angels:
May Christ be born in our hearts today.
Praise to Christ our light.
We have shared in the joy of Simeon and Anna;
Help us, like them, to trust your word.
Praise to Christ our light.
We have greeted Jesus, the light of the world;
May we be filled with the light of your love.
Praise to Christ our light.



We stand near the place of new birth.
Let us shine with the light of your love.
We turn from the crib to the cross.
Let us shine with the light of your love.
We go to carry his light.
Let us shine with the light of your love.
Thanks be to God.
 
Blessing: 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Fill you with radiance and scatter the darkness from your path.
Amen.
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness,
Gladden your eyes and warm your heart.
Amen.
Christ, the Dayspring from on high,
Draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace.
Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

