
MORNING PRAYER — BIBLE SUNDAY

PREPARATION
✠ O Lord, open our lips

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

OPENING CANTICLE - 
                                       VENITE - A SONG OF TRIUMPH

O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.

All Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   
 and be glad in him with psalms. 

    For the Lord is a great God  
and a great king above all gods.

All In his hand are the depths of the earth   
 and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

    The sea is his, for he made it,  
and his hands have moulded the dry land.

All    Come, let us worship and bow down   
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

    For he is our God;  
we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.

Silence is kept

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.

All Amen. 
PRAYER OF PENITENCE

The word of God is living and active.
It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
All is open and laid bare before the eyes of him
to whom we give account.
We confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Let your faithful love come unto me, O Lord,
even your salvation, according to your promise:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

Your word is a lantern to my feet
and a light upon my path:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. 
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I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost;
O seek your servant, for I do not forget your commandments.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

  May the Father of all mercies
  cleanse us from our sins,
  and restore us in his image
  to the praise and glory of his name,
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.
     Blessed be the Lord,

All  who has heard the voice of our prayer.
            Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
All  and in our song will we praise our God.

HYMN

Help us, O Lord, to learn  
the truths thy word imparts:  
to study that thy laws may be  
inscribed upon our hearts. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to live  
the faith which we proclaim,  
that all our thoughts and words and deeds  
may glorify thy name. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to teach  
the beauty of thy ways,  
that yearning souls may find the Christ,  
and sing aloud his praise. 
Words © 1959, renewed 1987 by The Hymn Society 

PSALM

       Refrain: Blessed are you, O Lord;
       How shall young people cleanse their way 
  to keep themselves according to your word? ℟ 

  With my whole heart have I sought you; 
  O let me not go astray from your commandments. ℟ 

  Your words have I hidden within my heart, 
  that I should not sin against you. ℟ 

  Blessed are you, O Lord; 
  O teach me your statutes. ℟ 
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  With my lips have I been telling 
  of all the judgements of your mouth. ℟ 

  I have taken greater delight in the way of your testimonies 
  than in all manner of riches. ℟ 

  I will meditate on your commandments 
  and contemplate your ways. ℟ 

  My delight shall be in your statutes  
       Refrain: Blessed are you, O Lord;                                                      Psalm 119 9-16

CANTICLE
Splendour and majesty are yours, O God;

All you are exalted as head over all. 

Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever, 
for yours is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the majesty

All Everything in heaven and on earth is yours;  
 yours is the kingdom, O Lord, 
 and you are exalted as head over all. 

Riches and honour come from you 
and you rule over all.

All In your hand are power and might;  
 yours it is to give power and strength to all. 

And now we give you thanks, our God, 
and praise your glorious name.

All For all things come from you,  
 and of your own have we given you.                     1 Chronicles 29. 10b-13, 14b

  
 Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
All as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 Splendour and majesty are yours, O God; 
All you are exalted as head over all. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Epistle
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
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teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3.12-17
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gospel
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes 
of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels 
with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.

  ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.

Matthew 24.30-35
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORY
Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead.

All And Christ shall give you life.
You have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.

All Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead.
Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on the earth.

All And Christ shall give you life.
When Christ our life appears
you will appear with him in glory.

All Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead. 
 and Christ shall give you life. 

GOSPEL CANTICLE
You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour,

All born of the house of your servant David. 
  

✠ Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set them free.

All He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  
 born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets God promised of old 
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all that hate us,

All To show mercy to our ancestors,  
 and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
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All Free to worship him without fear,  
 holy and righteous in his sight 
 all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

All To give his people knowledge of salvation  
 by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

All To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.         Luke 1. 68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

All as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 

You have raised up for us a might Saviour,
All born of the house of your servant David. 

PRAYERS

Let us give thanks for the gift of the Bible
and pray for all who enable it to be studied, understood, and loved.

Almighty God,
in your goodness you have given us the Scriptures
to equip us for every kind of good deed.

We give thanks for all who translate the Bible,
and pray that, through their work and skill,
your word may go forth to the ends of the earth.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We give thanks for all who distribute the Scriptures,
and pray that, through the written text,
your people may be built up in faith and love.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We give thanks for all whose learning interprets the Scriptures,
and pray for biblical scholars and theologians,
that more light and truth may break forth from your word.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We give thanks for all preachers and teachers,
and pray that, through the word proclaimed and shared,
your Church may grow in holiness and discipleship.
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Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We give thanks for all who read the Bible in public worship,
for all study groups and training courses,
and pray that, through the study of the Scriptures,
your word may find a home in the hearts of your people.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Gracious Lord,
grant to us that loving your holy word,
we may adorn it with obedient and Christlike lives;
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

All Merciful Father,
 accept these prayers  
 for the sake of your Son,  
 our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

HYMN
We listen prayerfully to a recording

 And can it be that I should gain 
 an interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
 Died he for me, who caused his pain— 
 for me, who him to death pursued? 
 Amazing love! How can it be, 
 that thou, my God, shouldst die for me! 

 ’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies: 
 who can explore his strange design? 
 In vain the first-born seraph tries 
 to sound the depths of love divine. 
 ’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
 let angel minds inquire no more. 

 He left his Father’s throne above— 
 so free, so infinite his grace— 
 emptied himself of all but love, 
 and bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
 ’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
 for O my God, it found out me! 

 Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
 fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
 thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 
 I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
 my chains fell off, my heart was free, 
 I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
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 No condemnation now I dread; 
 Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
 Alive in him, my living head, 
 and clothed in righteousness divine; 
 bold I approach the eternal throne, 
 and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Words: Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Music: Sagina, Thomas Campbell (1825-76)  MP 33/AHON 36

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The COLLECT
Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

The LORD’S PRAYER
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
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 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours now and for ever.  
 Amen. 

CONCLUSION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.

All Amen. 

✠ Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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