
MORNING PRAYER — THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PREPARATION
✠ O Lord, open our lips

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
In your resurrection, O Christ,

All let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

The EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us:  
so let us celebrate the feast,
not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness:  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.                     1 Corinthians 5. 7b–8

All Christ once raised from the dead dies no more:   
 death has no more dominion over him. 
 In dying he died to sin once for all:   
 in living he lives to God. 
 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin:   
 and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.       Romans 6. 9–11

Christ has been raised from the dead:  
the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death:  
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
for as in Adam all die:  
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.     1 Corinthians 15. 20–22

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.

All Amen. 

HYMN
We listen prayerfully to a recording
     Teach me, my God and King, 
     in all things thee to see; 
 and what I do in anything 
     to do it as for thee! 

     A man that looks on glass, 
     on it may stay his eye; 
 or if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
     and then the heaven espy. 
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     All may of thee partake; 
     nothing can be so mean, 
 which with this tincture, ‘for thy sake’, 
     will not grow bright and clean. 

     A servant with this clause 
     makes drudgery divine; 
 who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
     makes that and the action fine. 

     This is the famous stone 
     that turneth all to gold; 
 for that which God doth touch and own 
     cannot for less be told.  

Words: George Herbert, 1593-1633
Music: Sandys, from W. Sandy’s Christmas Carols (1833)  NEH 456

PSALM
℟  Make haste to deliver me for you are my strength

Bless our God, O you peoples;  
make the voice of his praise to be heard,
who holds our souls in life  
and suffers not our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have proved us;  
you have tried us as silver is tried. ℟ 

You brought us into the snare;  
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water;  
but you brought us out into a place of liberty. ℟
I will come into your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows,  
which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices
with the smoke of rams; I will sacrifice oxen and goats. ℟
Come and listen, 
all you who fear God,  
and I will tell you what he has done for my soul.
I called out to him with my mouth  
and his praise was on my tongue. ℟
If I had nursed evil in my heart,  
the Lord would not have heard me,
but in truth God has heard me;  
he has heeded the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,  
nor withheld his loving mercy from me. ℟                  Psalm 66. 7-end

℟  Make haste to deliver me for you are my strength
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CANTICLE
In your unfailing love, O Lord

All you lead the people whom you have redeemed. Alleluia. 

I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously,  
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

All The Lord is my strength and my song   
 and has become my salvation. 

This is my God whom I will praise,  
the God of my forebears whom I will exalt.

All The Lord is a warrior, the Lord is his name. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power:  
your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy.

All At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them;   
 they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

In your unfailing love, O Lord,  
you lead the people whom you have redeemed.

All And by your invincible strength   
 you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord,  
in the sanctuary which your hands have established.           Exodus 15. 1b–3, 6, 10, 13, 17

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

All as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 

In your unfailing love, O Lord
All you lead the people whom you have redeemed. Alleluia. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS
From the Acts of the Apostles
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects  of  your worship,  I  found among them an altar  with the inscription,  “To an 
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that 
they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he 
is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as 
even some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because 
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.’         —Acts 17. 22-31
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Gospel
Jesus said: ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you,  and he will  be in you.  I  will  not leave you 
orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.’                   —John 14. 15-21

RESPONSORY
Death is swallowed up in victory.

All Where, O death, is your sting?
Christ is risen from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

All Death is swallowed up in victory.
The trumpet will sound
and the dead shall be raised.

All Where, O death, is your sting?
We shall not all sleep,
but we shall be changed.

All Death is swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your sting? 

GOSPEL CANTICLE
The Lord is risen from the tomb

All who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

✠ Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set them free.

All He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  
 born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets God promised of old 
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all that hate us,

All To show mercy to our ancestors,  
 and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

All Free to worship him without fear,  
 holy and righteous in his sight 
 all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

All To give his people knowledge of salvation  
 by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
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In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

All To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.         Luke 1. 68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

All as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The Lord is risen from the tomb
All who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

PRAYERS
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.

That our risen Saviour may fill us and all our brother and sisters 
with the joy of his glorious and life-giving resurrection, 
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That isolated and persecuted churches
may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter,
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That God may grant us humility
to be subject to one another in Christian love,
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter,
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world,
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick,
the weak and the dying,
to comfort and strengthen them 
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That, according to his promises,
all who have died in the faith of the resurrection
may be raised on the last day,

remembering Gwynneth Cawson, Margaret Ward, Arthur Ward 
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer.

That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,
so that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection,
we pray to the Father.

All  Hear our prayer. 
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HYMN
We listen prayerfully to a recording
 Rejoice, the Lord is King, 
    your Lord and King adore; 
 mortals, give thanks and sing,  
    and triumph evermore; 
  Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;

rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

 Jesus, the Saviour, reigns,  
    the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
    he took his seat above: 

 His kingdom cannot fail; 
    he rules o’er earth and heaven; 
 the keys of death and hell  
    are to our Jesus given: 

 He sits at God’s right hand  
    till all his foes submit, 
 and bow to his command,  
    and fall beneath his feet: 

Words: Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Music: Gopsal, melody and bass by G. F. Handel (1685-1759)  NEH 443

The COLLECT
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

The LORD’S PRAYER
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and for ever. Amen. 

CONCLUSION
May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life.

All Amen. 

✠ Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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