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Today is the day of the mandatum - the commandment. We follow 
Jesus ’commands to wash feet, to love our neighbour, and to 
remember his life, death and resurrection with bread and wine 
until he comes again. 
 
The liturgy of Maundy Thursday is celebrated with all the 
grandeur the Church can muster - the best vestments and vessels 
and the return of the Gloria in Excelsis herald this as a special day 
- the day when Christ shared the Last Supper with his disciples - 
the meal shared by Christians ever since. This celebration can feel 
jarring and indeed is meant to: as we celebrate we plunge 
ourselves into the reality of what Jesus did for the world. 
 
Later, we take our place with Jesus in the garden to watch and 
wait and pray with him - this is in obedience to another 
commandment: Keep awake and pray that you will not come into 
the time of trial. (Matt 14.38) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Silence is kept before the service. 
THE PREPARATION 

 
Tonight we remember that our Lord washed his disciples' feet, and 
instituted the sacrament of his Body and Blood. He prayed that his 
disciples might be one, and gave them his peace and his New 
Commandment of love. 

 
We stand. 
This is the night, dear friends, the night for weeping, 
when powers of darkness overcome the day, 
the night the faithful mourn the weight of evil 
whereby our sins the Son of Man betray. 
 
The night the traitor, wolf within the sheepfold, 
betrays himself into his victim’s will; 
the Lamb of God for sacrifice preparing, 
sin brings about the cure for sin’s own ill. 
 
This night Christ institutes his holy supper, 
blest food and drink for heart and soul and mind; 
this night injustice joins its hands to treason's, 
and buys the ransom-price of humankind. 
 
This night the Lord by slaves shall be arrested, 
he who destroys our slavery to sin; 
accused of crime, to criminals be given, 
that judgement of the righteous Judge, begin. 
 
O make us sharers, Saviour of your Passion, 
that we may share the glory that shall be; 
let us pass through these three dark nights of sorrow 
to Easter’s laughter and its liberty. 
 



 

 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you and also with you. 
 
Jesus said, I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. John 
13.34-5 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
Let us admit to God the sin which always confronts us. 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us to live 
in the power of the Spirit all our days. Amen. 
 
Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise; 
of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
you bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious vict’ry won, 
receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 



 

 

 
Alone, O Christ, you only are the Lord, 
at God’s right hand in majesty most high: 
who with the Spirit worshipped and adored, 
with all the heav’nly host we glorify.  Tune: Woodlands 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE COLLECT 

God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which your Son 
gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: may he nourish us 
by his presence, and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
We sit. 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 12.1-4, 11-14 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 
 
At the end of each reading: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 
An acclamation is sung by the choir, and when the Gospel is announced 



 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 13.1-11 
Before the Gospel reading concludes we sit for the Washing of Feet. The 
President, with a basin of water and a towel, kneels before each person, 
pours water over their feet, dries them with the towel and kisses them. 
 
We stand as the Gospel reading continues. 
 
John 13.12-17,31b-35 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 

We kneel or remain seated. 
 
 

THE INTERCESSIONS 
In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ the 
Saviour of the world. 
 

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his 
disciples' feet. We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and 
service and pray for the peace of the world ... 
Lord, hear us and humble us. 
 

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of 
your Church ... 
Lord, hear us and unite us. 
 

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through their 
message. We pray for the mission of your Church ... 
Lord, hear us and renew our zeal. 



 

 

 
On this night, he commanded them to love, but suffered rejection himself. 
We pray for the rejected and unloved ... 
Lord, hear us and fill us with your love. 
 
On this night, he reminded them that if the world hated them it hated him 
first. We pray for those who are persecuted ... 
Lord, hear us and give us your peace. 
 
On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new 
wine of the kingdom. We remember those who have died in the peace of 
Christ. 
Lord, hear us and welcome all your children into paradise. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
We stand and remain standing until the Lord’s Prayer. 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ 
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
The bread and wine are brought to the altar during the hymn. 
O Thou, who at Thy Eucharist didst pray 
That all thy Church might be for ever one, 
Grant us at every Eucharist to say 
With longing heart and soul, “Thy will be done.” 
O may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
Through this blest Sacrament of unity. 
For all Thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 
Make Thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
By drawing all to Thee, O Prince of Peace; 



 

 

Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
Through this blest Sacrament of unity. 
 

We pray Thee too for wand’rers from Thy fold; 
O bring them back, Good Shepherd of the sheep, 
Back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep; 
Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
Through this blest Sacrament of unity. 
 

So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
May we be one with all Thy Church above, 
One with Thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
One with Thy saints in one unbounded love; 
More blessèd still, in peace and love to be 
One with the Trinity in Unity. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 

 

 
It is indeed right to give you thanks, Father most holy, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For on this night he girded himself with a towel 
and, taking the form of a servant, washed the feet of his disciples. 
He gave us a new commandment 



 

 

that we should love one another as he has loved us. 
Knowing that his hour had come, 
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 
to be a memorial of his passion, 
that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 
and feast with him in his kingdom. 
 
Therefore earth unites with heaven to sing a new song of praise; 
we too join with angels and archangels 
as they proclaim your glory without end: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who in the same night, that is, this very night, that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying, 
Drink this all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 



 

 

 
Jesus Christ is Lord!     
By dying you destroyed our death!  
By rising you restored our life! 
Lord Jesus come in glory! Lord Jesus come in glory! 
       Tune: Old hundredth 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting 
us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of our 
Blessed Lady Mary, Nicholas, Botolph and all the saints, may praise and 
glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

 
We kneel/sit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven 



 

 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup: 
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
All  who usually receive communion in their own churches are welcome to do 
so here. If you would like to receive a blessing, please carry this service order. 
During the distribution we kneel or sit and hymns are sung. 
 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord Jesus Christ, 



 

 

we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 
you have given us the memorial of your passion: 
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood 
that we may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives 
the fruit of your redemption, for you are alive and reign, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Please stand. 
After the meal, Jesus and his friends made their way out of Jerusalem across 
the slopes of the Mount of Olives to Gethsemane where he watched and 
prayed until his betrayal by Judas. 
 
During the following hymn, the Sacrament is carried through the Church to 
the altar of repose: thus we accompany Our Lord to Gethsemane. 
 
Of the glorious body telling, 
O my tongue, its mysteries sing, 
And the blood, all price excelling, 
Which the world's eternal King, 
In a spotless womb once dwelling, 
Shed for this world's ransoming. 
 
Given for us, for us descending, 
Of a virgin to proceed, 
Man with man in converse blending, 
Scattered he the gospel seed, 
Till his sojourn drew to ending, 
Which he closed in wondrous deed. 
 
At the last great supper lying 
Circled by his chosen band, 
Duly with the law complying, 
First he finished its command, 
Then, immortal food supplying, 



 

 

Gave himself by his own hand. 
 
Word-made-flesh, by word he maketh 
Bread his very flesh to be; 
Man in wine Christ's blood partaketh: 
And if senses fail to see, 
Faith alone the true heart waketh 
To behold the mystery. 
 
 
 
When the procession reaches the altar, we all kneel and the President sings: 
Therefore we, before him bending, 
this great sacrament revere: 
types and shadows have their ending, 
for the newer rite is here; 
faith, our outward sense befriending, 
makes our inward vision clear. 
 
Glory let us give and blessing 
to the Father and the Son 
honour, might and praise addressing, 
while eternal ages run; 
ever too his love confessing, 
who, from both, with both is one. 

St Thomas Aquinas (1227-1274) 
trans John Mason Neale, Edward Caswall & others 

 
 
 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTARS 
The hangings and furnishings are removed from the church. This symbolises 
the ill-treatment Christ received following his arrest, and his defencelessness 
before his captors. The lights are dimmed and the sanctuary left bare and 
desolate. 



 

 

 
The choir sing the Lamentations of Jeremiah (Bairstow) 
 
THE GOSPEL OF THE WATCH is read: Mark 14.32-50 
 
Please remain kneeling or seated 
 
At the end of the Gospel of the Watch there is no dismissal. 
 
All leave in disorder, recalling the bewilderment, fear and desertion of the 
disciples at the arrest of Jesus. 
 

SOLEMN SILENCE is kept. 
 

Any who wish may come to pray at the Altar of Repose before 
they leave, or return later.  
The Watch ends at 10pm 
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