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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST STEPHEN’S 

WITH ST JAMES, BLACKBURN 

LIVESTREAMING SERVICE 

ON THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION 

 24TH MAY 2020 

SERVICE LED BY REVD. SARAH GILL 

 

Music to be played at the beginning of the 

service as part of preparation:  

Sing of the lord’s goodness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGE6ZOumLQM 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

 

GREETINGS 

The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.   

 

Hymn: Earth creator Everyday God by Bernadette 

Farrell  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjBMXJniHNs 

Invitation to confession  

What God has prepared for those who love him, 

he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 

for the Spirit searches everything. 

Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to 

the Lord, 

who has prepared good things for those who love 

him. 1 Corinthians 2.9,10 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in 

heart: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Words of assurance 

May the Father of all mercies cleans us from our 

sins, 

and restore us in his image to the praise and glory 

of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect (Special Prayer for Today) 

O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ 

is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

BIBLE READINGS   

 

NT: Acts 1:6-14 - The Ascension of Jesus  

6 So when they had come together, they asked 

him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for 

you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. 10While he was going and they 

were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, 

‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 

up from you into heaven, will come in the same 

way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGE6ZOumLQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjBMXJniHNs
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12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 

called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 

day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the 

city, they went to the room upstairs where they 

were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 

with certain women, including Mary the mother of 

Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35 Praise and Thanksgiving 
1 Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 

   let those who hate him flee before him. 
2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 

   as wax melts before the fire, 

   let the wicked perish before God. 
3 But let the righteous be joyful; 

   let them exult before God; 

   let them be jubilant with joy. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

   lift up a song to him who rides upon the 

clouds— his name is the LORD— 

   be exultant before him. 
5 Father of orphans and protector of widows 

   is God in his holy habitation. 
6 God gives the desolate a home to live in; 

   he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 

   but the rebellious live in a parched land. 
7 O God, when you went out before your people, 

   when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 

   at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

   at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9 Rain in abundance, O God, you showered 

abroad; 

   you restored your heritage when it languished; 
10 your flock found a dwelling in it; 

   in your goodness, O God, you provided for the 

needy. 

Glory to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning is now and shall be 

forever. Amen  

  

Gospel reading: John 17:1-11 – Jesus Prays for 

His Disciples (Sarah Gill)  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

people 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Alleluia. 

Here the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John chapter 17 verses 1 to 11  

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

1After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up 

to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you, 2since you have given him authority over all 

people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may 

know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by 

finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 

the glory that I had in your presence before the 

world existed. 

6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom 

you gave me from the world. They were yours, 

and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. 7Now they know that everything you have 

given me is from you; 8for the words that you 

gave to me I have given to them, and they have 

received them and know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 

am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 

behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine 

are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 

glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 

that you have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 

praise to you O Christ.  

 

REFLECTION – Canon Roy Braithwaite 

 

THE CREED 

Let us declare our faith in God  
 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth is named.  
 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills 

us with his love.  
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high.  
 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen  
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PRAYERS ON INTERCESSIONS  
 

Introductions to the peace 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit. 

cf Galatians 5:22-23 

The peace of the Lord be with you  

and also with you.  

 

Preparation of Communion Table 

Father, by your Holy Spirit 

you keep the Church in unity and truth. 

As we break bread together, 

may we be one with Christ in faith and hope and 

love, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Spiritual Communion (Prayer F)  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 

And now we give you thanks 

that, after he had ascended far above all heavens, 

and was seated at the right hand of your majesty, 

he sent forth upon the universal Church your holy 

and life-giving Spirit; 

that through his glorious power 

the joy of the everlasting gospel might go forth 

into all the world. 

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on 

earth, 

we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 

evermore praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.] 

 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 

enthroned in splendour and light, 

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 

you reveal the power of your love 

made perfect in our human weakness. 

Amen. Lord, we believe. 

Embracing our humanity, 

Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 

loving us to the end, 

he gave himself to death for us; 

dying for his own, 

he set us free from the bonds of sin, 

that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 

Amen. Lord, we believe. 
 

On the night he gave up himself for us all 

he took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

Amen. Lord, we believe. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant 

which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me. 

Amen. Lord, we believe. 
 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered 

on the cross, 

we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the 

tomb, 

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on 

high 

and we long for his coming in glory. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our 

redemption, 

Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your 

creation 

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ; 

form us into the likeness of Christ 

and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Look with favour on your people 

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 

Bless the earth, 

heal the sick, 

let the oppressed go free 

and fill your Church with power from on high. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Gather your people from the ends of the earth 

to feast with [N and] all your saints 

at the table in your kingdom, 

where the new creation is brought to perfection 

in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our 

Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

Now we are raised to new life. 

We were buried in your tomb. 

Now we share in your resurrection. 

Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, 

Alleluia. 

The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom. 

Blessed are those who are called to the supper 

of the Lamb. Alleluia. 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for 

me. 

Since, I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, 

day by day. Amen 

 

During Spiritual Communion hymn: Let us 

break bread together 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIfbv5c0aQA 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the 

world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Hymn: At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4d4UXSJXig 

 

THE BLESSING  

God the Father, 

God the Father, 

who has given to his Son the name above every 

name, 

strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as 

Lord.  Amen. 

God the Son, 

who is our great high priest passed into the 

heavens, 

plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 

Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, 

who pours out his abundant gifts upon the 

Church, 

make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 

Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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