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Music to be played at the beginning of the service as part of 

preparation: Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FuurRAJkZY&list=RDK9MTRPA0z-
E&index=2 

Preparation 
O Lord, open our lips 

All   and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Prayer of thanksgiving  

Blessed are you, creator of all, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As your dawn renews the face of the earth 

bringing light and life to all creation, 

may we rejoice in this day you have made; 

as we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep, 

open our eyes to behold your presence 

and strengthen our hands to do your will, 

that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. after Lancelot Andrewes (1626) 

 

The opening prayer  

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Word of God 

Psalmody – appointed psalm for today is Psalm 77 

1 I cry aloud to God, 

   aloud to God, that he may hear me. 
2 In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; 

   in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; 

   my soul refuses to be comforted. 
3 I think of God, and I moan; 

   I meditate, and my spirit faints. 
4 You keep my eyelids from closing; 

   I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 
5 I consider the days of old, 

   and remember the years of long ago. 
6 I commune with my heart in the night; 

   I meditate and search my spirit: 
7 ‘Will the Lord spurn for ever, 

   and never again be favourable? 
8 Has his steadfast love ceased for ever? 

   Are his promises at an end for all time? 
9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? 

   Has he in anger shut up his compassion?’ 

  10 And I say, ‘It is my grief 

   that the right hand of the Most High has changed.’ 
11 I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; 

   I will remember your wonders of old. 
12 I will meditate on all your work, 

   and muse on your mighty deeds. 
13 Your way, O God, is holy. 

   What god is so great as our God? 
14 You are the God who works wonders; 

   you have displayed your might among the peoples. 
15 With your strong arm you redeemed your people, 

   the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 
16 When the waters saw you, O God, 

   when the waters saw you, they were afraid; 

   the very deep trembled. 
17 The clouds poured out water; 

   the skies thundered; 

   your arrows flashed on every side. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FuurRAJkZY&list=RDK9MTRPA0z-E&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FuurRAJkZY&list=RDK9MTRPA0z-E&index=2
https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter#mm13a


18 The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

   your lightnings lit up the world; 

   the earth trembled and shook. 
19 Your way was through the sea, 

   your path, through the mighty waters; 

   yet your footprints were unseen. 
20 You led your people like a flock 

   by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 

At the end we say:  

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Scripture reading from Luke 16:1-18 

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he 
summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
account of your management, because you cannot be my manager any 
longer.” 3Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master 
is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” 5So, summoning his 
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much do you owe my 
master?” 6He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your 
bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” 7Then he asked another, “And how much 
do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take 
your bill and make it eighty.” 8And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell 

you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when 

it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 

10 ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever 

is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not 

been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 

riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 

who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for 

a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and they 

ridiculed him. 15So he said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves 

in the sight of others; but God knows your hearts; for what is prized by 

human beings is an abomination in the sight of God. 

16 ‘The law and the prophets were in effect until John came; since then the 

good news of the kingdom of God is proclaimed, and everyone tries to enter 

it by force. 17But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one 

stroke of a letter in the law to be dropped. 

18 ‘Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, 

and whoever marries a woman divorced from her husband commits 

adultery. 

 

Reflection  

 

A responsory  

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

All   Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 
For I am always with you; 

you hold me by my right hand. 

All   And afterwards receive me with glory. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

All   Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. from Psalm 73 

 

A Song of Redemption  

 

Refrain:   Christ is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 

 



1    The Father has delivered us from the dominion of darkness,   

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son; 

2    In whom we have redemption,   

the forgiveness of our sins. 

3    He is the image of the invisible God,   

the firstborn of all creation. 

4    For in him all things were created,   

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. 

5    All things were created through him and for him,   

he is before all things and in him all things hold together. 

6    He is the head of the body, the Church,   

he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead. 

7    In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell;   

and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things.  

Colossians 1.13-18a,19,20a 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

Refrain:   Christ is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 
  

Prayers of Intercessions  

These responses to  

‘Lord, in your mercy’ is ‘hear our prayer.’ 
 

The Collect (Special prayer for today)  

God our saviour, 

look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 

hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour taught us, so we 

pray 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, 

and keep us in eternal life. 

All   Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
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