
Join the Celebration 

Worshipping together in spirit 
Third Sunday in Lent: 

Gifts and power 

 

Our story from Acts this Sunday begins with Simon, 

who practiced magic in a town in Samaria.  He was 

good at it. He had the crowd spell-bound.  What do 

we find spell-binding?  The latest iPhone?  Ten 

minute YouTube videos that tell us how to transform 

our lives?  A new anti-ageing serum?  Magic is alive 

and well.  But none of it compares with the 

transformative power of the Holy Spirit, which God 

gives us freely.  Simon found that the thing he 

wanted (and needed) most was priceless, and could 

not be bought. 

 

The link to the YouTube video is https://youtu.be/HPXUozSdDLE 

 

Opening prayer: 

God of life, eternity cannot hold you, nor can our little words catch the 

magnificence of your kindness.  Yet in the space of our small hearts and in 

silence you can come close and repair us. 
 

God of life, grant us your forgiveness for any careless thoughts, for any 

thoughtless deeds, for any empty speech, and for any words with which we have 

wounded. 
 

God of life, grant us your forgiveness for any false desires, for any hate-filled 

actions, for any wastefulness and for anything we have left untended. 

Reflective silence. 
 

Loving Christ, hanging on a tree yet risen in the morning, scatter the sin from our 

souls as the mist from the hills; begin what we do, inform what we say, redeem 

who we are.  In you we place our hope, our living hope, today and every day.  

Amen. 

 

https://youtu.be/HPXUozSdDLE


Hymn – Brother, sister, let me serve you 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I might have the grace to 

Let you be my servant, too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey; 

Fellow-travellers on the road; 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile, and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 

In the night-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 

When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you; 

I will share your joys and sorrows 

Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in Heaven 

We shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we’ve known together 

Of Christ’s love and agony. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I might have the grace to 

Let you be my servant, too. 

Reading – Acts 8.9-24 

Now a certain man named Simon had previously practised magic in the city and 

amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone great. All of them, 

from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, saying, ‘This man is the 

power of God that is called Great.’ And they listened eagerly to him because for 

a long time he had amazed them with his magic.  But when they believed Philip, 

who was proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of 

Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  Even Simon himself 



believed. After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed 

when he saw the signs and great miracles that took place. 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 

any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then 

Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. Now 

when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ 

hands, he offered them money, saying, ‘Give me also this power so that anyone 

on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’  But Peter said to him, 

‘May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain God’s 

gift with money!  You have no part or share in this, for your heart is not right 

before God.  Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord 

that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.  For I see that you 

are in the gall of bitterness and the chains of wickedness.’  Simon answered, 

‘Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may happen to me.’ 

 

The Reflection – written by Colin McGarrigle 

Let’s look at this chap called Simon – he’s quite an intriguing character.  Luke, in 

this reading from Acts, describes him as a ‘magician’.  No, he wasn’t an 

‘abracadabra’ type magician, a New Testament Paul Daniels …  He was a 

streetwise mixture of psychologist, consultant, therapist – a clever public persona 

in Samaria, nicknamed ‘great’, a bit of a Solomon, a very successful Citizen’s 

Advice chap – a mediator who could engineer relief and/or resolution. 

 

And here comes Philip, preaching a very different tune, offering baptism, and 

Simon buys into that – so he links himself into this new ‘club, and follows Philip.  

Then Peter and John appear on the scene, and as Luke describes, they laid their 

hands on a number of followers who received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  I’ll 

have some of that, thinks Simon, what power will I have then.  And he offers the 

disciples cash for this extra power.  Peter turns on him and gives him a right 

Headmaster’s dressing down. 

 

Simon wants the product, but he could not understand it within a gift ‘freely 

given’, because it has to be freely accepted, and this simply wasn’t the 

framework within which he lived.  He doesn’t understand the nature of ‘gift’.  

Let’s not be too hard on Simon …  hardly a criminal.  Simon simply sees the 

miracle of healing as the product in this story, and it will bring him public 

acclaim, and in truth i.e., is a far cry from the power grabbers in Silicon Valley, 



Canary Wharf and the City, Moscow and Beijing, whose tentacles entwine so 

many millions in today’s world. 

 

Some things cannot be bought and sold and retain their essence – like dignity, 

respect, inclusion, participation, security, love.  In creating systems of welfare 

that seek these things for all, we are building a social system and an economy 

that binds people together in mutual expectation.  We want support for people at 

specific times of hardship in life, but as a society we are locked into a way of 

thinking that expects some contribution in return – or the gift element must be 

minimal.  Gifting is a two-way street, and implies something offered in return.  

As we face the current unprecedented challenges to people’s livelihoods, we 

must explore better ways to created an economy that binds people into systems of 

mutual care.  A ‘citizen’s income’ is proposed, giving an income at a certain 

level to everyone, regardless of status or contribution.  But because all can 

receive it, critics see it as getting something for nothing. 

 

The Holy Spirit looked like this to Simon.  How could it have value without a 

market price?  Buying and selling turns people into winners and losers.  The 

magic of ‘gift’ is that everybody wins. 

 

Yes, there has been a huge amount of giving over these last months – time 

energy, commitment, and huge amounts of money, food and so on.  Don’t fret 

too much on the motivation behind all of this – there are many explanations and 

driving forces – prestige, keeping up with others, the media pressures, 

conscience, peer pressure, a sudden urge to do something – story after story.  So 

be it – it’s all been much vaunted and welcomed. 

 

The fact remains that the disadvantaged, the impaired, the wretched folk and 

their children at the bottom of the barrel will long continue to need our gifting.  

Can that level things up for them?  Who knows?  And importantly, who cares? 

 

Hymn – Bind us together, Lord 

BIND US TOGETHER, Lord, bind us together  

with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, O bind us together in love. 
 

There is only one God, there is only one King; 

There is only one Body, that is why we sing: 

Bind us together … 

 



Made for the glory of God, purchased by His precious blood; 

Born with the right to be free, for Jesus the victory has won. 

Bind us together … 
 

You are the family of God, you are the promise divine; 

You are God's chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine. 

Bind us together … 

 

The Prayers: 

Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 

where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, 

in the joy of eternal life. 

Lord, come to bless us 

and fill us with your Spirit. 



Generous God, 

you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, 

and upon the disciples in the upper room: 

in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 

hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind 

to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn – O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

O Lord, all the world belongs to you,  

and you are always making all things new.  

What is wrong you forgive,  

and the new life you give is what’s turning the world upside down.  
 

The world’s only loving to its friends,  

but you have brought us love that never ends; 

loving enemies too,  

and this loving with you is what’s turning the world upside down.  
 

The world lives divided and apart. 

You draw us all together, and we start, 

in your body,  

to see that in fellowship we can be turning the world upside down.  
 

The world wants the wealth to live in state,  

but you show a new way to be great:  

like a servant you came,  

and if we do the same, we’ll be turning the world upside down.  
 

O Lord, all the world belongs to you,  

and you are always making all things new.  

Send your Spirit on all in your church, whom you call,  

to be turning the world upside down. 

 

 

 



Closing prayer from the church in Hungary: 

Gather us or scatter us, O Lord, according to your will. 

Build us into one Church: 

a Church with open doors and large windows, 

a Church which takes the world seriously, 

ready to work and to suffer and even to bleed for the world.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing: 

Glory be to God who made us and to Christ who saved us and to the Holy Spirit 

who keeps us in faith; and the blessing of God – creator, redeemer and enabler, 

be with us this day and every day.  Amen. 

 


