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HOLY WEEK is a time like no other week in the Church's year during
this week we come very close to the heart and centre of our faith: We
commemorate the events surrounding the death and resurrection of
Jesus of Nazareth, and somehow relive them, and because we are
members of his body, the Church, we ourselves are caught up in those
events.

We are irresistibly drawn to this week because it holds the clue to why
we are Christians at all. Holy Week together with the fifty days of Easter
which follow it, urges us to reflect deeply on our Christian profession,
and as God ushers in the new creation by the death and resurrection of
his Son, so we are renewed in our Christian discipleship and brought to
Christ again from death to life.

Yet this Holy Week and Easter will be different. As a result of the
restrictions imposed upon us as a result of this pandemic, we will not be
able to gather. The church building, normally the focus and host of our
activities will be empty. Yet we are a resourceful people and we work to
find new ways to express our faith and commitment in a God who does
not abandon us, who brings light out of the darkness, brings life out of
death. So this year we do things differently, but, however extraordinary
our offering is, it does not change the basic principle that during this
week we celebrate the fact that God redeems us and calls us into a
relationship with himself through Jesus, and our presence at and
participation in these services, however remote, is tied up with our
response to God’s self-giving love. That is why they are important.

Circumstances may keep us apart physically, but we are still members
of that family called the Church, that fellowship of faith, that
community which gathers day by day and week by week at St Nicholas.
Your home is now an extension of that place, that 'hallowed ground'
when we join together via social media we are the people of St Nicholas
gathering together in faith, fellowship and worship



PALM SUNDAY 5 April - Blessing of Palms & Mass 9.30am

On this day we commemorate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem to
accomplish his saving work by dying and rising again.

Remember that this day is an act of praise to Christ the King, who reigns
and triumphs on the cross. As we hold our palm crossed up at home for
blessing we are reminded that this act expresses our own readiness to
take up our cross and follow our crucified and risen Lord, as we go with
him to the place of his suffering and death.

Please take time after the service to read the story of the passion as told
by St Matthew. The passion story takes us to the very heart of the
mystery of Christ's love. That the kingly power of Christ is the power of
self-giving love alone.

The long version is Matthew chapter 26 verses 14 through to Chapter
2’7 verse 66.

The shorter version is Matthew chapter 27 verses 11 to 54.

The week has been set in motion — literally...



A HOLY WEEK REFLECTION at 12 noon

Every day at 12noon I will be offering a reflection based on Saint Marks
version of the passion story. These reflections are made possible by kind
permission of Canterbury Press ~ Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd. The
book is by Bishop Nick Baines called marking Time Reflections on Holy
Week and Easter 2005. Please can you read the gospel passage before
the reflection begins.

After each meditation I want you to reflect on this question:
Where would I place myself in the story from Palm Sunday to Easter
Day? With which characters do I most identify with?

TODAYS GOSPEL PASSAGE Mark 11:1-11

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

11 when they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has
never been ridden; untie it and bring it. :If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ just say this, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”” +They
went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were
untying it, ssome of the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying the
colt?” sThey told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. "Then
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. eMany
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had
cut in the fields. °Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosannal!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
1 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
1Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

PRAYER
"Lord God, grant us open and honest hearts that we might see the fruth
about ourselves and our own fragile devotion fo you and your kingdom.

Teach us the need for genuine humility when considering the tailures of
others." Amen.



MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK Reflection 12noon
Mark 11 :12~-25

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

20n the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. #*Seeing in the
distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see whether perhaps he would find anything on it.
When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for

figs. #“He said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard
it.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

5Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out
those who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned
the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; ©and he
would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. *He was teaching and
saying, “Is it not written,

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’?

But you have made it a den of robbers.”
18 And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to Kill
him; for they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his
teaching. *And when evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree

2In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its

roots. 2Then Peter remembered and said to him, “"Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you
cursed has withered.” 22Jesus answered them, “Havew faith in God. =Truly I tell you, if
you say to this mountain, '‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and if you do not
doubt in your heart, but believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for
you. #So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours.

s“Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that
your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.”

Prayer

"Lord God, help your people fo reflect you, your generous love and
passionate character. Preserve us from arrogance and the easy
association of our narrow self-interest with your broad and limitless
vision for the whole world." Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A+12-25&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24657b

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK Reflection 12noon
Gospel passage Mark 13:1-37

The Destruction of the Temple Foretold

13 As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher,

what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, "Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”

:When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John,
and Andrew asked him privately, «"Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that all these things are about to be accomplished?” sThen Jesus began to say to them,
“"Beware that no one leads you astray. ¢Many will come in my name and say, ‘'l am
he!’=r and they will lead many astray. "When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do
not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. sFor nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various
places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.

Persecution Foretold

°“As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be
beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me,
as a testimony to them. ©And the good newsw® must first be proclaimed to all

nations. *When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand
about what you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you
who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 2Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 2and you will
be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved.

The Desolating Sacrilege

u"But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the
reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; sthe one on the
housetop must not go down or enter the house to take anything away; *the one in the
field must not turn back to get a coat. *Woe to those who are pregnant and to those
who are nursing infants in those days! ®#Pray that it may not be in winter. ©*For in those
days there will be suffering, such as has not been from the beginning of the creation
that God created until now, no, and never will be. 2And if the Lord had not cut short
those days, no one would be saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he
has cut short those days. 2 And if anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look! Here is the
Messiah!’ or ‘Look! There he is!"—do not believe it. 2False messiahstand false prophets
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will appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 2But be
alert; I have already told you everything.

The Coming of the Son of Man

2"But in those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
sand the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
2Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and
glory. 2Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

2"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 2So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that heis near, at the very gates. *Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. *Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

The Necessity for Watchfulness

2"“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. 2Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will
come. *It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the

watch. s Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, zor else he may
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. s7And what I say to you I say to all: Keep
awake.”

Prayer

"Lord God, thank you for the patience of your people throughout the
ages who have remained taithful fo you and fo your call. Help us fo
learn from Jesus' warnings and fo remain faithtul fo you ..." Amen.



WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK Reflection 12noon
Gospel passage Mark 14:1-11

The Plot to Kill Jesus

14 1t was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The
chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill
him; 2for they said, “"Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.”

The Anointing at Bethany

:While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open
the jar and poured the ointment on his head. *But some were there who said to one
another in anger, "Why was the ointment wasted in this way? sFor this ointment could
have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.”
And they scolded her. sBut Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has
performed a good service for me. 7For you always have the poor with you, and you can
show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. ¢She has
done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. °Truly I tell
you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will
be told in remembrance of her.”

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

wThen Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to
betray him to them. *When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to
give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

Prayer

"Lord God, you call us, like the woman who anoinfted Jesus at Bethany,
fo love you without calculation. So, move in our hearts and minds that
we foo might express our love for and devotion fo you without the need
fo justity or explain it. Grant us the grace fo accepft the offerings of
others, even if we question their value or appropriateness.” Amen.



THE TRIDUUM

The three days (Triduum) Thursday, Friday and Saturday are the climax
of the whole Christian year; the celebration of the paschal mystery. The
pasch or Passover of the people of God from slavery in Egypt to freedom
in the promised land anticipated and prefigured our Passover from the
darkness and slavery of sin to the light of the new life in Christ.

The three days make up one single celebration of our one Passover from
death to life.

MAUNDY THURSDAY 9 APRIL

This day gets its name from the words of the traditional anthem which
is sung during the liturgy — ( a new commandment I give to you) — and
the Gospel reading is John’s account of the last supper. We focus on
Christ’s command of self-giving love. That love is shown in its fullness
on the cross, but here Jesus washes the feet of his disciples as an act of
loving service. This practical love must characterise our life as a
community at St Nicholas.

Christ’s self~- giving was also expressed at the supper by the institution
of the Mass. In this sacrament he places himself for ever at the service
of the Church.

At the end of the service there will be a time for you to meditate on line
as the Blessed Sacrament is enthroned on the Altar.

Reflection 12 noon
Gospel passage Mark 14:12~-25

The Passover with the Disciples

20n the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his
disciples said to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you
to eat the Passover?” #So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the
city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, “and wherever he
enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ sHe will show you a large room
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” ¥So the disciples set
out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared
the Passover meal.
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7When it was evening, he came with the twelve. #*And when they had taken their
places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one
who is eating with me.” ®*They began to be distressed and to say to him one after
another, “Surely, not I?” 2He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping
bread into the bowl with me. 22For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe
to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that
one not to have been born.”

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

2\While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave
it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 2Then he took a cup, and after giving
thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 2#He said to them, “This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. = Truly I tell you, I will never
again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of
God.”

Prayer

"Lord God, in bread and wine we remember who we are, whence we
have come and where our future lies. Empower your people throughout
world fo live in this world... fo love it but nof fo be enslaved fo its
dominant reality. May our Church be a proclaimer of the good news of
reconciliation, not a reminder of the bad news of the world's
fragmentation.” Amen.

THE MASS 7.30pm -~ Please see a separate sheet.

During the watch ~ which will be on-line, you might want
to sign up for a 15 minute prayer slot. From 8.15pm -
12midnight. Please email me with your prayer time.
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GOOD FRIDAY 10 APRIL

This is not a day of mourning for a dead Jesus, it is a celebration of the
self—offering of Christ the High priest, who on the cross triumphs over
sin, death and decay that we might live for ever.

Reflection 1Z2noon
Gospel passage Mark 14: 26~15:39

The Plot to Kill Jesus

Peter’'s Denial Foretold

sWhen they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 2 And Jesus said
to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written,

‘T will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be scattered.’
2But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” »Peter said to him, “Even
though all become deserters, I will not.” *Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day,
this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” =But he
said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of
them said the same.

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane

2They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I
pray.” ®He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and
agitated. *#*And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and
keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. sHe said, “Abba, Father, for
you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what
you want.” #¥He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you
asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  And
again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. ©“And once more he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to
say to him. “He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking
your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners. 2Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
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The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

2 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with
him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and
the elders. “Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “"The one I will kiss is the
man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” So when he came, he went up to
him at once and said, “"Rabbi!” and kissed him. % Then they laid hands on him and
arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of
the high priest, cutting off his ear. #Then Jesus said to them, “"Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? #Day after day I was with
you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be
fulfilled.” = All of them deserted him and fled.

st A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They
caught hold of him, s2but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

Jesus before the Council

ssThey took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the
scribes were assembled. s«Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard
of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the

fire. sNow the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against
Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For many gave false testimony
against him, and their testimony did not agree. s7Some stood up and gave false
testimony against him, saying, #“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is
made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.”” ssBut
even on this point their testimony did not agree. ®Then the high priest stood up before
them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against

you?” etBut he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you
the Messiah,u the Son of the Blessed One?” s2Jesus said, “I am; and

‘vyou will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of the Power,’
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.
ssThen the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need witnesses? sYou
have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as
deserving death. ®*Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him,
saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him.

mnm

Peter Denies Jesus

ss While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest
came by. 7 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also
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were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” «But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or
understand what you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the
cock crowed. ®And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” ?But again he denied it. Then after a little while
the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a
Galilean.” nBut he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you
are talking about.” 2At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter
remembered that Jesus had said to him, “"Before the cock crows twice, you will deny
me three times.” And he broke down and wept.

Jesus before Pilate

15 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over
to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say
so0.” sThen the chief priests accused him of many things. “Pilate asked him again, “Have
you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” sBut Jesus made no
further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified

¢Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they
asked. "Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed
murder during the insurrection. ¢So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for
them according to his custom. *Then he answered them, “"Do you want me to release
for you the King of the Jews?” ©wFor he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief
priests had handed him over. 1 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him
release Barabbas for them instead. :2Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you
wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” *They shouted back,
“Crucify him!” »“Pilate asked them, "Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all
the more, “Crucify him!” 1sSo Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

The Soldiers Mock Jesus

1 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. *And they clothed him in a
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. ®And
they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” ©®They struck his head with a reed,
spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 2 After mocking him, they stripped
him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to
crucify him.
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The Crucifixion of Jesus

21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross;
it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 2Then they brought Jesus:

to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 2 And they offered him
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 22 And they crucified him, and divided his
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.

]t was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. #The inscription of the
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 22 And with him they crucified two
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 2Those who passed by derided= him,
shaking their heads and saying, “"Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in
three days, ®save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 321In the same way the
chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 2Let the Messiah, the King of Israel,
come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were
crucified with him also taunted him.

The Death of Jesus

2When it was noon, darkness came over the whole landw until three in the

afternoon. *At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?” which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” sWhen
some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” *#And
someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink, saying, “"Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” *Then
Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. #*And the curtain of the temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom. 2 Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in
this way hew breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

Prayer

"Lord God, may we die with Jesus fo all the prefensions and arrogances
of this world and puf fo death the petty religious power games we play
as the Church. Thank you for taking with you - and not despising -
disciples who are as messy foday as they were on Good Friday in
Jerusalem." Amen.

THE LITURGY 2.30pm. Please see separate sheet.
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HOLY SATURDAY 11 March The world of darkness gives way to

the rising Son of God! This is the most important moment in the whole
of the Church year. It is the night of Passover, when Christ passed from
death to the glory of the resurrection. We celebrate our own passing
over from sin and death to newness of life in the risen Lord.

The Church meets in the evening, watching and waiting. The shortened
service this year is in three parts, with an act of spiritual communion to
conclude the service

Reflection 1Z2noon
Gospel passage Mark 15: 40-47

©There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and

Salome. “These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and
there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.

The Burial of Jesus

2\When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the sabbath, <Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who
was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. #Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some

time. sWhen he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. %Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the
linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses
saw where the body was laid.

Prayer

"Lord God, you did not spare your disciples this dark day and this
nightmare experience. Forgive us when we recognise your presence
only in the good experiences of life and worship. Help us to resist the
fempftation fo run away when we are empty and confused, enable us by
our grace to live through the dark time, risking everything fo be
surprised by you."” Amen.
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The service of light & Easter Proclamation 8.00pm ~ Please
see separate sheet

The liturgy of the Word follows, and the history of God’s people in the
Old Testament is proclaimed in a series of short readings. This section of
the service ends with ‘Glory to God in the Highest” and the Easter
Gospel.

The liturgy of baptism we will renew our baptismal vows by saying
together the Apostles Creed.

An act of spiritual communion it is a joyful celebration of the mystery of
our redemption and of our new life as members of the risen body of
Christ. We are a people called to proclaim the wonders of our God in
the risen Lord.
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EASTER DAY 12 March ALLELUIAT

Mass at 9.30am. Please see separate sheet.

Reflection 12noon
Gospel passage Mark 16

The Resurrection of Jesus

16 when the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. :They had been
saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” +When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
already been rolled back. sAs they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. sBut he said to them,
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just
as he told you.” ¢#So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

°* Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. ©*She went out and told those
who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. 1 But when they heard
that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it.

Jesus Appears to Two Disciples

2 After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the
country. *And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.

Jesus Commissions the Disciples

ulater he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he
upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed
those who saw him after he had risen. *And he said to them, “Go into all the world and
proclaim the good newsto the whole creation. *The one who believes and is baptized
will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. *And these signhs
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will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they
will speak in new tongues; 3they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink

any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they

will recover.”

Prayer

"Lord God, who raised Jesus from death and thereby overturned the
'way of the world', so inflame our hearts with the surprise and
challenge of Faster that all your people might be transtormed, able fo
invite a cynical world fo find in you new hope for a new way of being."
Amen.

Christ is Risen
He is risen indeed. Alleluial
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