
  

 

Last Sunday’s TV schedule bought us David Attenborough’s prophetic 

‘Extinction’, though it was more prophetic fulfilment of prophecies voiced 

some 2o years or more past. As the concluding words of today’s harvest 

sorrows put it ‘We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God 

in heaven, -  or - no goodly horizon to lift our gaze upon other than that we 

see for ourselves. We are looking to an horizon in this age, is it a return to 

our old Ways, or is it to hope for a new Way. Where do we think we are 

going? Cheap food, cheap commodities, cheap labour, more travel, more 

technology, more power…. with great power comes great responsibility… 

Jesus told the parable of one with great power, a rich man with an abundant 

harvest who built up more and larger barns to store everything in and was 

looking forward to many more years of prosperity. Held in favour by God 

and God’s faithful seeing such blessing lavished upon him. But Jesus turns 

everything upside down and has God tell him ‘You fool! This very night 

your life is being demanded of you.’  

David Attenborough’s ‘Extinction has revealed to us something of the 

measure of our foolishness, to think Creation’s blessing was ours alone, and 

that those who had the greater plenty of Creation’s blessing could take even 

more for themselves. Free unrestrained unregulated markets tend to do that, 

to strip everything ‘till nothing is left, then move on looking for the next 

marketable resource. And here we are, and all the time there has been only 

one commodity freely giving of itself for all creatures great and small, rich 

and poor - life, even as Jesus declared it to be, life in all its fullness. 

Extinction reveals that our relentless pursuit of, as our exemplar and child 

in nationhood has it, life liberty and the pursuit of happiness as unalienable 

rights given of our Creator, relies not only on the qualification ‘for all 

people’ but also ‘for all created’, beyond national boundaries or patriotism, 

beyond natural boundaries of land air and sea. We too are among those 

created of God, yet bearing God’s image, we need to learn to bear God’s 

purpose, life in all its fullness, as the Good News translation succinctly 

puts it.  

Our unalienable right as humans is not a life of having everything, but a 

life of having enough, enough that all may have life, even those of our 

children to come. For Jesus is the bread of life, and in his name we pray 

God’s Kingdom come… 
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