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Christ Church Stannington, Sheffield

Holy Communion Service, Maundy Thursday, 1 April 2021
Click here for guidance on Spiritual Communion

A video of the service can be found on our YouTube channel here.
Welcome to this service for Maundy Thursday
Today we remember the meaning behind the institution of the Lord’s Supper and we remember Jesus’ command to His disciples to love one another – that’s why we call it Maundy Thursday (Maundy is derived from the Latin word ‘mandatum’ which means commandment) 

The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 

Receiving God’s forgiveness   
God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 

to save us from our sins, 

to be our advocate in heaven, 

and to bring us to eternal life. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolved to keep God's commandments 

and to live in love and peace with all.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. 

Amen.
Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Collect 
God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which your Son gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: may he nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Bible Reading   

Exodus 12:1-14
This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 

          . 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 13:1-17 & 31b-35 
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All    Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Talk
God gave the people of Israel a remembrance meal – a meal to celebrate what God had done for them: a meal to remember a past event but also a meal to remember a present day reality for them.

1250 years before Jesus, the people of God, the people of Israel found themselves as abused slaves at the hands of a cruel Egyptian empire. The Passover meal was set up as a reminder of how God brought his people freedom from this regime and brought judgement on their oppressors. Each Israelite family was to prepare a lamb for roasting and lamb’s blood was to be put on the frames of their doors. The meal was to eaten quickly, with bitter herbs & unleavened bread, and dressed for travel - recognising the fact that they were to leave in haste the next day, away from their bitter experience and into a new found freedom, where they would be formed as the people of God in their own land.

Judgement would fall on the people of Egypt, with the death of the first born of both human & animal, but the angel of death would ‘pass over’ the homes marked with the lamb’s blood.

The Passover meal was to be celebrated every year to help the people of God remember the significance of that past event and the significance of their present reality: they were and always would be special to God, saved by God and set apart by God to be His people.

And Jesus celebrated this Passover meal with his disciples on the night before he died and thereby brought in a new significance to this Remembrance meal.

In the other gospel accounts of the meal, we read how Jesus took the bread and said, ‘this is my body… given for you… do this in memory of me’, how Jesus took the cup of wine and said, ‘this is my blood… poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins’. Jesus points to how his death would bring ultimate freedom for all people: freedom from the guilt of sin. Jesus pointed to how his resurrection would bring ultimate fresh start for all people: power to live in God’s way with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In John’s gospel we read how Jesus washed his disciples’ feet at this Passover meal: an act of service that the disciples struggled to accept or even understand. But here again Jesus is pointing to the ultimate act of service – the giving of his life for the benefit of others… for the benefit of us.

Jesus’ death and resurrection brings new significance to the Passover meal bringing for the Christian: freedom from the guilt of sin, fresh power to follow in God’s way and a call to be part of God’s family learning to love as He loves, learning to serve as He serves us. And we remember this significance, again through a meal: The Lord’s Supper, which we now tend to refer to as Holy Communion.

And even in these times when we cannot meet together physically to receive bread & wine, we can still remember in different ways, including spiritual communion; we can still remember with gratitude and hope all that we have been given through Christ:

· A Freedom from sin

· A Fresh start in God’s strength

· A Family to be part of, to serve with

Faith is not locked down by a national lockdown.

Faith continues to be about being freed up to serve as God’s people but in different ways now.

We can continue to remember who we are and who we are becoming:

We are still God’s beloved who continue to discover more of this love - we can still make time to pray & read about God’s love or watch a video.

We are still a forgiven people who continue to be forgiven as we seek to become more Christ-like - we can still read the Bible and learn together with others on zoom.

We are still God’s family who continue to learn how to love as Christ loves us - we can still pick up the phone and encourage someone or maybe e-mail.

We are still called to serve and be a blessing to others - we can still do something to serve like the foodbank or a kind word to someone we know; like the toilet twinning project or an Easter card to someone you know

We can still remember… all we have in Christ… all we are called to become in Christ. 
Amen.

Prayers 
In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father

through Christ the saviour of the world.

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed,

your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet.

We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.
Lord, in your mercy 

All    hear our prayer. 

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.

We pray for the unity of your Church.

Lord, in your mercy 

All    hear our prayer. 

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ message.

We pray for the mission of your Church.

Lord, in your mercy 

All    hear our prayer. 

On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection himself.

We pray for the rejected and unloved.

Lord, in your mercy 

All    hear our prayer. 

On this night, he reminded his disciples

that if the world hated them it hated him first.

We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.

Lord, in your mercy 

All    hear our prayer. 

On this night, he accepted the cup of death

and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom.

We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ and pray for the bereaved
Lord, in your mercy 

All    hear our prayer.     
Merciful Father, 

All    accept these prayers 

    for the sake of your Son, 

    our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

    Amen. 

Sharing our Peace   

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Thanksgiving Prayer One

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right to give you thanks,

Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For on this night he girded himself with a towel

and, taking the form of a servant,

washed the feet of his disciples.

He gave us a new commandment

that we should love one another as he has loved us.

Knowing that his hour had come,

in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples

to be a memorial of his passion,

that we might proclaim his death until he comes again,

and feast with him in his kingdom.

Therefore earth unites with heaven

to sing a new song of praise;

we too join with angels and archangels

as they proclaim your glory without end:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

    Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

    through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

    and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

    grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

    these gifts of bread and wine 

    may be to us his body and his blood; 

    who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

    took bread and gave you thanks; 

    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

    do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper 

    he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

    he gave it to them, saying: 

    Drink this, all of you; 

    this is my blood of the new covenant, 

    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

    Do this, as often as you drink it, 

    in remembrance of me. 

    Therefore, heavenly Father, 

    we remember his offering of himself 

    made once for all upon the cross; 

    we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

    we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

    and with this bread and this cup 

    we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
All Christ has died: 

    Christ is risen: 

    Christ will come again. 

    Accept through him, our great high priest, 

    this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

    and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

    in the presence of your divine majesty, 

    renew us by your Spirit, 

    inspire us with your love 

    and unite us in the body of your Son, 

    Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    Through him, and with him, and in him, 

    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

    with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

    we worship you, Father almighty, 

    in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

    on earth as in heaven. 

    Give us today our daily bread. 

    Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

    Lead us not into temptation 

    but deliver us from evil. 

    For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours 

    now and for ever. 

    Amen. 

Sharing in Communion
    We break this bread 

    to share in the body of Christ. 

All    Though we are many, we are one body, 

    because we all share in one bread. 

    Draw near with faith. 

    Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

    which he gave for you, 

    and his blood which he shed for you. 

    Eat and drink 

    in remembrance that he died for you, 

    and feed on him in your hearts 

    by faith with thanksgiving. 

    Prayer for spiritual communion:
Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ for all the benefits you have given me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly day by day. Amen      
The body of Christ keep us in eternal life. Amen
The blood of Christ keep us in eternal life. Amen

All   Father of all, 

    we give you thanks and praise, 

    that when we were still far off 

    you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

    Dying and living, he declared your love, 

    gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

    May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 

    we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

    we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

    Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

    so we and all your children shall be free, 

    and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

    through Christ our Lord. 

    Amen. 

When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of Olives. Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me.’ He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were not able to keep watch with me for one hour? The hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners.’

Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace.
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