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Celtic Evening Prayer 
for Advent 

  

 

 
 

Sundays  
 

at 5pm 
 

on Zoom 
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Preparation 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Opening responses 

Come, Lord Jesus, 
you too were tired when day was done; 
You met your friends at evening time. 
Come, Lord Jesus 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, 
You too enjoyed when nights drew on; 
you told your tales at close of day. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, 
you kindled faith when lamps were low; 
you opened scripture, broke bread with friends  
and shed your light as darkness fell. 
Come, Lord Jesus, meet us here. 

 
We light a candle to remind us of the presence of God  

 
Waiting in Thanksgiving 

God we come to you in this season of Advent in our waiting and in 
thanksgiving. 
 

We wait with our fears, 
our anxieties and our frustrations, 
our pains and regrets,  
our shame and confusion. 
God, help us to wait in peace. 
 

we wait with impatience, 
we rush around, preparing or the festivities. 
not leaving the space to prepare 
our hearts. 
God, help us to wait in faith. 
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We wait in excitement: 
we are ready to celebrate! 
we know the story with its humbleness,  
simplicity, and wonder. 
God, help us to nurture our joy. 
 
We wait in thanksgiving 
we are free and able to celebrate 
we have others around us to share the journey. 
We are able to wonder in the marvel of your gift. 
God, help us to receive your love. 
Amen 

 
Prayers of Repentance 

Jesus, forgive my sins.  
Forgive the sins that I can remember,  
and also the sins I have forgotten. 
 

Forgive the wrong actions I have committed, 
and the right actions I have omitted.  
 

Forgive the times I have been weak in the face of temptation,  
and those when I have been stubborn in the face of correction. 
 

Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements,  
and those when I have failed to boast of your works. 
 

Forgive the harsh judgements I have made of others,  
and the leniency I have shown to myself. 
 

Forgive the lies I have told to others,  
and the truths I have avoided. 
 

Forgive me the pain I have caused others,  
and the indulgence I have shown to myself.  
 

Jesus have pity on me, and make me whole. 
May God forgive us, Christ renew us and the Spirit enable us to grow in 
love.  
Amen 
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Psalm  
 

Be still (Psalm 37) 
 
Wait. 
Just wait. 
God waits too. 
God waits for me to wait. 
 
Empty words. 
A barren wilderness. 
 
Waiting in the silence that is the absence of sound, 
for there is nothing to hear. 
Nothing to see, 
nothing to taste, or touch or feel. 
Waiting. 
Silently waiting. 
 
A barren nothingness. 
Waits silently. 
Nothing. 
Inner nothing. 
Outer nothing. 
 
But in this empty barren nothingness…. 
sees the life of the God who comes. 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

O God, as these words are read, 
In our hearts may we feel your presence. 
 
Scripture is read - silence may be kept 

 
Music for reflection 
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A Creed for Advent 

We believe in God, 
robed in splendour, 
veiled in mystery, 
ruler alike of darkness and light. 
 
We encounter God in Christ Jesus, 
who was tortured and put to death, 
but whose radiance could not be quenched; 
whose touch brings a blaze of colour, 
to a dull, drab world: 
reviving the weary, 
healing the wounded, 
dazzling the satisfied. 
 
We walk with God, 
guided by the light of God’s loving Spirit, 
who enters the shadowed places of our hearts 
and leads us into truth and life.  
 
We wait for God, 
and for the fulfilment of God’s promises, 
for the time when the darkness will hold no fear 
and the light will no longer blind, 
but creation will be made whole once more 
and God’s peace will reign for ever.  
Amen. 
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Prayers 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Let us bring to mind and pray for those who need to be remembered 
tonight. 

Those who have made the news headlines today because of what they 
have done or said… 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Those who have been brought to our attention through a meeting or 
conversation….. 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Those who are in hospital, in care, or who are anxious, troubled or 
fearful…. 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Those in whose family, marriage, or close relationship, there is tension, 
stress or a break-up… 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Those who are waiting for a birth, or a death, or news which will affect 
their lives… 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Those who need to forget the God they do not believe in, and meet the 
God who believes in them… 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
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Those whose pain or potential we should not forget to share with God 
tonight…. 

Lord, draw near this Advent, 
Lord, draw near and stay 
 

Lord, we believe that you hear our prayer and will be faithful to your 
promise to answer us as you have been faithful before. 

When our eyes open again, 
may they do so, not to end our devotions, 
but to expect your kingdom, 
for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Closing responses 

Keep watch, dear Lord,  
with those who work,  
or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
 

Tend the sick, Lord Christ;  
give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
 

pity the afflicted,  
shield the joyous; 
and all for your love's sake. 
Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 

May God watch between you and me, 
while we are parted, one from another. 
May Christ stay beside you and me, 
while we are parted one from another. 
And in the shadow of the Spirit’s wing, 
may we pass this night in peace 
as we wait for your coming. 
Amen 
 
 


