
Evening Prayer Advent Wednesday, 8 December 2021 

The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary [Lesser Festival] 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Reveal among us the light of your presence 

that we may behold your power and glory. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 

creator of light and darkness, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

As evening falls, you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

May your word be a lantern to our feet 

and a light upon our path 

that we may behold your coming among us. 

Strengthen us in our stumbling weakness 

and free our tongues to sing your praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

1 O God, will you not give us life again, • 

that your people may rejoice in you? 

2 Show us your mercy, O Lord, • 

and grant us your salvation. 

3 Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him, • 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

4 Mercy and truth are met together, • 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 

5 Truth shall spring up from the earth • 

and righteousness look down from heaven. 

6 Righteousness shall go before him • 

and direct his steps in the way.       Psalm 85.6, 7, 9-11, 13 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 



to cleanse our hearts and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 10 

You, Lord, have never failed those who seek you. 

1 Why stand so far off, O Lord? ♦ 

Why hide yourself in time of trouble? 

2 The wicked in their pride persecute the poor; ♦ 

let them be caught in the schemes they have devised. 

3 The wicked boast of their heart’s desire; ♦ 

the covetous curse and revile the Lord. 

4 The wicked in their arrogance say, ‘God will not avenge it’; ♦ 

in all their scheming God counts for nothing.  

5 They are stubborn in all their ways, for your judgements are far above out of their sight; ♦ 

they scoff at all their adversaries. 

6 They say in their heart, ‘I shall not be shaken; ♦ 

no harm shall ever happen to me.’ 

7 Their mouth is full of cursing, deceit and fraud; ♦ 

under their tongue lie mischief and wrong. 

8 They lurk in the outskirts and in dark alleys they murder the innocent; ♦ 

their eyes are ever watching for the helpless. 

9 They lie in wait, like a lion in his den; they lie in wait to seize the poor; ♦ 

they seize the poor when they get them into their net. 

10 The innocent are broken and humbled before them; ♦ 

the helpless fall before their power. 

11 They say in their heart, ‘God has forgotten; ♦ 

he hides his face away; he will never see it.’   

12 Arise, O Lord God, and lift up your hand; ♦ 

forget not the poor. 

13 Why should the wicked be scornful of God? ♦ 

Why should they say in their hearts, ‘You will not avenge it’? 

14 Surely, you behold trouble and misery; ♦ 

you see it and take it into your own hand. 

15 The helpless commit themselves to you, ♦ 

for you are the helper of the orphan. 



16 Break the power of the wicked and malicious; ♦ 

search out their wickedness until you find none.   

17 The Lord shall reign for ever and ever; ♦ 

the nations shall perish from his land. 

18 Lord, you will hear the desire of the poor; ♦ 

you will incline your ear to the fullness of their heart, 

19 To give justice to the orphan and oppressed, ♦ 

so that people are no longer driven in terror from the land. 
 

You, Lord, have never failed those who seek you. 

When wickedness triumphs and the poor are betrayed, 

come to your kingdom, strong and holy God, 

destroy the masks of evil and reign in our broken hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Isaiah 47 

Come down and sit in the dust, virgin daughter Babylon! 

Sit on the ground without a throne, daughter Chaldea! 

For you shall no more be called tender and delicate.  

Take the millstones and grind meal, remove your veil, 

strip off your robe, uncover your legs, pass through the rivers.  

Your nakedness shall be uncovered, and your shame shall be seen. 

I will take vengeance, and I will spare no one.  

Our Redeemer—the Lord of hosts is his name— is the Holy One of Israel.  

Sit in silence, and go into darkness, daughter Chaldea! 

For you shall no more be called the mistress of kingdoms.  

I was angry with my people, I profaned my heritage; 

I gave them into your hand, you showed them no mercy; 

on the aged you made your yoke exceedingly heavy.  

You said, ‘I shall be mistress for ever’, so that you did not lay these things to heart 

 or remember their end.  

Now therefore hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit securely, 

who say in your heart, ‘I am, and there is no one besides me; 

I shall not sit as a widow or know the loss of children’— 

both these things shall come upon you in a moment, in one day: 

the loss of children and widowhood shall come upon you in full measure, 

in spite of your many sorceries and the great power of your enchantments.  

You felt secure in your wickedness; you said, ‘No one sees me.’ 

Your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, 

and you said in your heart, ‘I am, and there is no one besides me.’  

But evil shall come upon you, which you cannot charm away; 



disaster shall fall upon you, which you will not be able to ward off; 

and ruin shall come on you suddenly, of which you know nothing.  

Stand fast in your enchantments and your many sorceries, 

   with which you have laboured from your youth; 

perhaps you may be able to succeed, perhaps you may inspire terror.  

You are wearied with your many consultations; let those who study the heavens 

stand up and save you, those who gaze at the stars 

and at each new moon predict what shall befall you.  

See, they are like stubble, the fire consumes them; 

they cannot deliver themselves from the power of the flame. 

No coal for warming oneself is this, no fire to sit before!  

Such to you are those with whom you have laboured, 

 who have trafficked with you from your youth; 

they all wander about in their own paths; there is no one to save you.  

Let us rejoice and exult and give glory and homage to our God. 

1 Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, • 

whose judgements are true and just. 

2 Praise our God, all you his servants, • 

all who fear him, both small and great. 

3 The Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns: • 

let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory. 

4 For the marriage of the Lamb has come • 

and his bride has made herself ready. 

5 Blessed are those who are invited • 

to the wedding banquet of the Lamb.    Revelation 19.1b, 2a, 5b, 6b, 7, 9b 

 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb • 

be blessing and honour and glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let us rejoice and exult and give glory and homage to our God. 

1 Thessalonians 2.13-end 

We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you 

heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is 

also at work in you believers. For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of the churches of 

God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered the same things from your own compatriots 

as they did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out; they 

displease God and oppose everyone by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they 

may be saved. Thus they have constantly been filling up the measure of their sins; but God’s 

wrath has overtaken them at last. 

As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made orphans by being separated 

from you—in person, not in heart—we longed with great eagerness to see you face to face. For 

we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—but Satan blocked our 



way. For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it 

not you? Yes, you are our glory and joy! 

My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 

in your word is my hope. 

My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 

in your word is my hope. 

There is forgiveness with you, 

so that you shall be feared. 

In your word is my hope. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 

in your word is my hope.         from Psalm 130  

Mary gave birth to the Word of God;  

truly she is the ever-blessed Mother of Christ our Lord.  

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦ 

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦ 

the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦ 

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦ 

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦ 

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦ 

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦ 

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦ 

to Abraham and his children for ever.       Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Mary gave birth to the Word of God;  

truly she is the ever-blessed Mother of Christ our Lord.  

Prayers 



Thanksgiving may be made for the day. 

Intercessions are offered 

¶ for peace 

¶ for individuals and their needs 

The Collect  

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who stooped to raise fallen humanity through the child-bearing of blessed Mary: 

grant that we, who have seen your glory revealed in our human nature 

and your love made perfect in our weakness, 

may daily be renewed in your image 

and conformed to the pattern of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting. 

Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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