
Evening Prayer on Wednesday 8 September 2021 

The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As darkness falls you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

By the light of Christ, your living Word, 

dispel the darkness of our hearts 

that we may walk as children of light 

and sing your praise throughout the world. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 11 

The Lord’s throne is in heaven. 

1 In the Lord have I taken refuge; ♦ 

how then can you say to me, ‘Flee like a bird to the hills, 

2 ‘For see how the wicked bend the bow and fit their arrows to the string, ♦ 

to shoot from the shadows at the true of heart. 

3 ‘When the foundations are destroyed, ♦ 

what can the righteous do?’  

4 The Lord is in his holy temple; ♦ 

the Lord’s throne is in heaven. 

5 His eyes behold, ♦ 

his eyelids try every mortal being. 



6 The Lord tries the righteous as well as the wicked, ♦ 

but those who delight in violence his soul abhors. 

7 Upon the wicked he shall rain coals of fire and burning sulphur; ♦ 

scorching wind shall be their portion to drink. 

8 For the Lord is righteous; he loves righteous deeds, ♦ 

and those who are upright shall behold his face. 
 

The Lord’s throne is in heaven. 

God of heaven, 

when the foundations are shaken 

and there is no escape, 

test us, but not to destruction, 

look on the face of your anointed 

and heal us in Jesus Christ your Son. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

1 Kings 3 

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter and 

brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of 

the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem. The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, 

because no house had yet been built for the name of the Lord. 

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered 

incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal 

high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. At Gibeon 

the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give 

you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 

David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to 

sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 

father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your 

servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they 

cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 

your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, 

and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked 

for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give 

you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall 

arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour all your life; no 

other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 

commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.’ 

Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem, where he stood before the ark 

of the covenant of the Lord. He offered up burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being, and provided 

a feast for all his servants. 



Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One woman said, 

‘Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the 

house. Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; 

there was no one else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the house. Then this 

woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. She got up in the middle of the night and 

took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, and laid her dead 

son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but when I 

looked at him closely in the morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.’ But the other woman 

said, ‘No, the living son is mine, and the dead son is yours.’ The first said, ‘No, the dead son is 

yours, and the living son is mine.’ So they argued before the king. 

Then the king said, ‘One says, “This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead”; while the other 

says, “Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living one.”’ So the king said, ‘Bring me a 

sword’, and they brought a sword before the king. The king said, ‘Divide the living boy in two; then 

give half to one, and half to the other.’ But the woman whose son was alive said to the king—

because compassion for her son burned within her—‘Please, my lord, give her the living boy; 

certainly do not kill him!’ The other said, ‘It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.’ Then the king 

responded: ‘Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.’ All Israel heard 

of the judgement that the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they 

perceived that the wisdom of God was in him, to execute justice. 

Rejoice and be glad for you are the light of the world,  and great is your reward in heaven.  

1 Blessed are the poor in spirit, ♦ 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

2 Blessed are those who mourn, ♦ 

for they shall be comforted. 

3 Blessed are the meek, ♦ 

for they shall inherit the earth. 

4 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, ♦ 

for they shall be satisfied. 

5 Blessed are the merciful, ♦ 

for they shall obtain mercy. 

6 Blessed are the pure in heart, ♦ 

for they shall see God. 

7 Blessed are the peacemakers, ♦ 

for they shall be called children of God. 

8 Blessed are those who suffer persecution for righteousness’ sake, ♦ 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.       Matthew 5.3-10 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 



Rejoice and be glad for you are the light of the world, and great is your reward in heaven.  

Acts 14.8-end 

In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, for he had 

been crippled from birth. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul, looking at him intently 

and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said in a loud voice, ‘Stand upright on your feet.’ And 

the man sprang up and began to walk. When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in 

the Lycaonian language, ‘The gods have come down to us in human form!’ Barnabas they called 

Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose 

temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds 

wanted to offer sacrifice. When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes 

and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, ‘Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals just like 

you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these worthless things to the living 

God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. In past generations 

he allowed all the nations to follow their own ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in 

doing good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your 

hearts with joy.’ Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice 

to them. 

But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they stoned Paul 

and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when the disciples surrounded 

him, he got up and went into the city. The next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 

After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many disciples, they returned 

to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch. There they strengthened the souls of the disciples and 

encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying, ‘It is through many persecutions that we must 

enter the kingdom of God.’ And after they had appointed elders for them in each church, with 

prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe. 

Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. When they had spoken the word in 

Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been 

commended to the grace of God for the work that they had completed. When they arrived, they 

called the church together and related all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a 

door of faith for the Gentiles. And they stayed there with the disciples for some time. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

For I am always with you; 

you hold me by my right hand. 

And afterwards receive me with glory. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory.       from Psalm 73 

Mary gave birth to the Word of God;  

truly she is the ever-blessed Mother of Christ our Lord.  

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦ 

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 



2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦ 

the Almighty has done great things for me 

and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦ 

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦ 

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦ 

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦ 

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦ 

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦ 

to Abraham and his children for ever.       Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Mary gave birth to the Word of God;  

truly she is the ever-blessed Mother of Christ our Lord.  

Prayers 

Thanksgiving may be made for the day. 

Intercessions are offered 

¶ for peace 

¶ for individuals and their needs 

The Collect  

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who stooped to raise fallen humanity 

through the child-bearing of blessed Mary: 

grant that we, who have seen your glory revealed in our human nature 

and your love made perfect in our weakness, 

may daily be renewed in your image 

and conformed to the pattern of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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