
Evening Prayer on Wednesday 21 July 2021 First Evening Prayer of St Mary Magdalene 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As darkness falls you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

By the light of Christ, your living Word, 

dispel the darkness of our hearts 

that we may walk as children of light 

and sing your praise throughout the world. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 139 The Inescapable God 

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me,  

  you know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 
  

2 You search out my path and my lying down, 

  and are acquainted with all my ways.  
 

3 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

  O Lord, you know it completely.  
 

4 You hem me in, behind and before, 

   and lay your hand upon me.  
 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain it.  
 

6 Where can I go from your spirit? 

  Or where can I flee from your presence?  
 

7 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

  if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  
 

8 If I take the wings of the morning 

  and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  
 

9 even there your hand shall lead me, 

  and your right hand shall hold me fast.  

 



10 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

   and the light around me become night’, 
 

11 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, 

   for darkness is as light to you.  
 

12 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 

13 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

   Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  
 

14 My frame was not hidden from you, 

   when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  

 

15 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

   In your book were written  
 

16 all the days that were formed for me, 

   when none of them as yet existed.  
 

17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

   How vast is the sum of them! 
 

18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

   I come to the end—I am still with you. 
 

19 O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 

   and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me—  
 

20 those who speak of you maliciously, 

   and lift themselves up against you for evil!  
 

21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? 

   And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?  
 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred; 

   I count them my enemies.  
 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

   test me and know my thoughts.  
 

24 See if there is any wicked way in me, 

   and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

Isaiah 25:1-9 Praise for Deliverance from Oppression 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 

for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  

For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, 

   it will never be rebuilt.  

Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.  

For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, 



   a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry 

place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.  

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-

matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.  

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is 

spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 

take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.  

It will be said on that day, 

   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom 

we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

You created all things, O God, and are worthy of our praise for ever. 

 

1 You are worthy, our Lord and God,• 

to receive glory and honour and power. 

2 For you have created all things, • 

and by your will they have their being. 

3 You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, • 

and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and nation. 

4 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, • 

and they will reign with you on earth.     Revelation 4.11; 5.9b, 10 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb • 

be blessing and honour and glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

You created all things, O God, and are worthy of our praise for ever. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 Paul’s Thanksgiving after Affliction 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all 

consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are 

in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the 

sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. If we 

are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your 

consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also 

suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also 

you share in our consolation. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

For I am always with you; 

you hold me by my right hand. 

And afterwards receive me with glory. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 



and to the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory.      from Psalm 73 

In vigil by the cross of her Lord stood Mary of Magdala his disciple 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦ 

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦ 

the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦ 

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦ 

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦ 

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦ 

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦ 

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦ 

to Abraham and his children for ever.       Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

In vigil by the cross of her Lord stood Mary of Magdala his disciple 

Prayers 

Thanksgiving may be made for the day. 

Intercessions are offered 

¶ for peace 

¶ for individuals and their needs 

The Collect  

Almighty God, 

whose Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of mind and body 

and called her to be a witness to his resurrection: 

forgive our sins and heal us by your grace, 

that we may serve you in the power of his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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