
Evening Prayer on Wednesday 23 June 2021 

Evening Prayer on the Eve of the Birth of John the Baptist  

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Let my prayer rise before you as incense, • 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; • 

hear my voice when I cry to you. 

Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, • 

and guard the door of my lips;  

Let my prayer rise before you as incense, • 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; • 

let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.  

But my eyes are turned to you, Lord God; • 

in you I take refuge; do not leave me defenceless.  

Let my prayer rise before you as incense, • 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.  Psalm 141.1-4b, 8 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 71  

O Lord, you are my refuge and my strength, let my mouth be full of your praise.  

1 In you, O Lord, do I seek refuge;  

let me never be put to shame.  

2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;  

incline your ear to me and save me.  



3 Be for me a stronghold to which I may ever resort; 

send out to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.  

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,  

from the grasp of the evildoer and the oppressor.  

5 For you are my hope, O Lord God,  

my confidence, even from my youth.  

6 Upon you have I leaned from my birth, when you drew me from my mother's womb;  

my praise shall be always of you.  

7 I have become a portent to many,  

but you are my refuge and my strength.  

8 Let my mouth be full of your praise and  

your glory all the day long.  

9 Do not cast me away in the time of old age; 

forsake me not when my strength fails.  

10 For my enemies are talking against me, 

and those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together.  

11 They say, ’God has forsaken him; pursue him and take him,  

because there is none to deliver him.’  

12 O God, be not far from me,  

come quickly to help me, O my God.  

13 Let those who are against me be put to shame and disgrace; 

let those who seek to do me evil be covered with scorn and reproach.  

14 But as for me I will hope continually  

and will praise you more and more.  

15 My mouth shall tell of your righteousness and salvation all the day long,  

for I know no end of the telling.  

16 I will begin with the mighty works of the Lord God;  

I will recall your righteousness, yours alone.  

17 O God, you have taught me since I was young,  

and to this day I tell of your wonderful works.  

18 Forsake me not, O God, when I am old and grey-headed,  

till I make known your deeds to the next generation and your power to those all are to come.  

19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens; 

In the great things you have done, who is like you, O God?  



20 What troubles and adversities you have shown me.  

and yet you will turn and refresh me and bring me from the deep of the earth again.  

21 Increase my honour;  

turn again and comfort me.  

22 Therefore I will praise you upon the harp for your faithfulness, O my God;  

I will sing to you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel.  

23 My lips will sing out as I play to you, 

and so will my soul, which you have redeemed.  

24 My tongue also will tell of your righteousness all the day long, 

For they shall be shamed and disgraced who sought to do me evil.  

O Lord, you are my refuge and my strength, let my mouth be full of your praise.  

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Judges 13:2-7, 24-end 

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. His wife 

was barren, having borne no children. And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said 

to her, ‘Although you are barren, having borne no children, you shall conceive and bear a 

son. Now be careful not to drink wine or strong drink, or to eat anything unclean, for you shall 

conceive and bear a son. No razor is to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God 

from birth. It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.’ Then the 

woman came and told her husband, ‘A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like that 

of an angel of God, most awe-inspiring; I did not ask him where he came from, and he did not tell 

me his name; but he said to me, “You shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or 

strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of 

his death.”’ 

The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the Lord blessed him. The 

spirit of the Lord began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. 

You created all things, O God, and are worthy of our praise for ever. 

1 You are worthy, our Lord and God, • 

to receive glory and honour and power. 

2 For you have created all things, • 

and by your will they have their being. 

3 You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, • 

and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and nation. 

4 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, • 

and they will reign with you on earth.     Revelation 4.11; 5.9b, 10 



To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb • 

be blessing and honour and glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen. 

You created all things, O God, and are worthy of our praise for ever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Luke 1:5-25  

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of 

them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and 

regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 

getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by 

lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer 

incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying 

outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of 

incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said 

to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 

you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at 

his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; 

even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel 

to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 

parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a 

people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I 

am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the 

presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, 

because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, 

unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 

sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen 

a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time 

of service was ended, he went to his home. 

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 

said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on me and took away the 

disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory. 

For I am always with you; 

you hold me by my right hand. 

And afterwards receive me with glory. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 



Lord, you will guide me with your counsel 

and afterwards receive me with glory.     from Psalm 73 

The angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah in the temple,  

standing by the altar of incense 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦ 

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦ 

the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦ 

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦ 

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦ 

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦ 

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦ 

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦ 

to Abraham and his children for ever.       Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah in the temple,  

standing by the altar of incense.  

Prayers 

Thanksgiving may be made for the day. 

Intercessions are offered 

¶ for peace 

¶ for individuals and their needs 

The Collect  

Almighty God, 

by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, 

and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour by the preaching of repentance: 

lead us to repent according to his preaching and, after his example, 

constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice, 



and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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