
Lyn Valley Mission Community

Epiphany III (Year B)

Genesis 14: 17-20 Psalm 128 Revelation 19:6-10

John 2:1-11

In writing and reading, speaking and listening, may God be known, who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

The wedding at Cana is where the gospel writer tells us that Jesus performs
the first of his signs, and his disciples “believed”. As if to underline what he
means by a “sign” the story is full of symbolism and little hints and reminders
of the big story of God’s self-revelation to us of which it is part. It is worth
giving the story some reflective time and in a form of prayer looking to see
how many details in it you can find that remind you of another story in the
Bible and what that might be showing you about God’s revelation to us in
Jesus.

For the writer of John’s gospel, a “sign” is the name he gives to the miracles
he records:  events that  not  only show Jesus’  power  and relationship with
God, but for John, they show something about Jesus – they point to truths
about his ministry, are almost windows into our deeper awareness of what
God is like, shown to us in person in Jesus.

In this story, the person who already has a deep insight, awareness and trust
in who Jesus is, and how God is at work in him is his mother Mary. Receiving
this story while Christmas is still in our memory it is perhaps worth recalling
why  this  might  be.  In  becoming  Jesus’  mother,  Mary  has  experienced
becoming  the  instrument  of  God’s  grace.  She  has  experienced  God’s
invitation from the angel, a time of perplexity and then a time of stepping into
the role she is being called to, so that through her the Incarnation can take
place, and the transformation of the creation God offers in Jesus can take
place.

She is able to encourage her son begin his time of revelation – to step out of
his hidden life in Nazareth and begin a public ministry - and she is able to
guide the servants to play their part too.

Then, let’s just watch the way Jesus carries out this, his first sign. It is act
both of revelation and hiddenness, of surprise and joy.



He guides the servants in the actions through which the transformation of
water to wine will take place, remaining unseen by most of the guests and by
the steward. Only the servants and those of his closest friends around him
appear  to  be  aware  of  what  he  has  done  and  yet  he  transforms  the
celebration for the whole room.

The servants (some translations even call them slaves), the lowliest of those
present, were those who were drawn into sharing in the action, being the
instruments of God in both bringing the water and distributing the wine. They
were also the first to know of this miracle, the first let in on the sign.

The chief steward bears witness to what has happened without even realising
it.

No doubt the rest of the guests revive the celebration as they enjoy wine that
seems to be of the best vintage – newest though it really is. New wine better
than anything old.

And the disciples, who are getting to know Jesus see further than a miracle,
past the enjoyment of this pleasing drink, to deepen their trust in the one they
are following – Messiah, Son of God, fulfilment of the promise (as we heard
last week).

Here in this sign we glimpse something of how God’s action in Jesus is both
to transform what is lacking and to draw others towards him into that action,
even if that is at varying paces or with varying awareness.

So I wonder where we might find ourselves in this story?

We might be like Mary, very aware that we can open ourselves to God acting
in the world through us?

We might need to follow God’s guidance, like the servants, to be shown that
we are part of changing things for the better?

We might be bearing witness to God’s working the world without being fully
aware of what has happened, like the steward?

We might find blessings to enjoy in the midst of what is around us, and like
the guests relish them for their own sake?

We might be able to see in what God is unfolding around us the signs that
enable us to say “we believe”.



As we reflect on this you might be a very conscious of something happening
in your life or around you where you take one of these roles? Alternatively,
perhaps you might like to look out for events or circumstances in the coming
week where you can listen for the echo of Mary’s words:

“Do whatever he tells you”

Amongst all that is revealed in this first sign, today let’s notice that just as
Jesus reveals God to us in his human action, so we are called to be part of
that  revelation,  part  of  the  transformative  action  of  God  in  the  world,
instruments of God’s miraculous action around us.

Let’s  pray that  as we grow in our  knowledge of  our  role in  God’s saving
action,  just  as and where we are,  we may share with  Mary the trust  that
enables us to base all we do on listening to whatever he tells us, and helping
others do the same.

Amen


