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From earliest times Christians have gathered through the night 
of Easter Eve in celebration of the dawning of Easter. 
 
The Easter Candle is lit, reflecting the approaching light of the 
risen Christ. 
 
As the light is brought into church and acclaimed it is shared 
among the people. We keep a time of vigil, through which we are 
sustained by words of hope from the Old Testament. 
 
We then greet our Lord, victorious over sin and death, we renew 
our commitment to Christ and we receive his risen life as we 
share in Holy Communion. 
 

Incense is used to bless, honour and hallow the altar, clergy and 
congregation - a reminder of our prayers, hallowed (made holy) 
and ascending to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Silence is kept before the service. 



 

 

We begin outside the church, where the new fire is kindled. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, 
when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 
the Church invites her children throughout the world 
to come together in vigil and prayer. 
This is the Passover of the Lord. 
We remember his death and resurrection 
by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 
confident that we shall share his victory over death 
and live with him for ever in God. 

 
Eternal God, who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
bless this fire, set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Easter candle is marked with the cross, the letters Alpha and Omega 
(symbolising Christ, the beginning and the end), and the numerals of the 
year. 
 
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, 
Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; 
to him be glory and power, through every age and forever. Amen. 
 
Five nails are inserted into the candle recalling the five wounds of Christ. 
By his holy and glorious wounds 
may Christ our Lord guard us and keep us. Amen. 

 
The Easter candle is lit from the fire. 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our hearts 
and minds. 
 



 

 

The Easter candle is carried in procession into church. Three times the 
procession stops, the candle is raised, and the following response is sung. In 
turn, the people’s candles and the other church candles are lit. 
 
The light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
We move to our places and remain standing. 
 

THE EXULTET 
The Easter Proclamation, an ancient hymn of praise, summarises the mystery 
of our salvation to the extent we can know it. 
Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of Angels; rejoice all you holy ones 
around God’s throne; let the trumpet of salvation sound the triumph of this 
mighty King. Rejoice too, O earth, in the radiance of this brightness; 
enlightened by the brightness of the eternal King, know that the darkness of 
the whole world has been put to flight. 
 
Rejoice too, O Mother Church, arrayed in the brilliance of so great a light; let 
these walls echo with the joyful song of all the people here. 
 
And you, dear brothers and sisters, present at the lighting of this holy flame, 
I pray you, join with me in invoking the loving kindness of Almighty God. 
May He, who not for any merit of mine, has deigned to number me among 
his ministers, shed on me the light of his brightness, helping me to sing the 
candle’s fitting praise. 

 



 

 

 
It is indeed right and fitting that, with all the ardour of our heart and mind, 
we should acclaim with our voices the invisible almighty Father, and his only 
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit. For Christ has re-
paid Adam’s debt for us to his eternal Father, and with his dear blood erased 
the bond contracted through that ancient sin. 
 
This is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain, he whose blood 
hallows the door-posts of the faithful.  This is the night when, long ago, you 
caused our forefathers, the sons of Israel, in their passage of Egypt, to pass 
dry-shod over the Red Sea. This, then, is the night which swept away the 
darkness of sin by the light of the fiery pillar. This is the night which at this 
hour throughout the earth detaches from worldly vice and from the murk of 
sin those who believe in Christ, restores them to grace and to the fellowship 
of holiness. 
 
This is the night on which the bonds of death were broken, and from the 
world below Christ rose as conqueror. Our birth into this life would have 
been no benefit, if redemption for eternal life had not been added. How far 
beyond all reckoning the love with which you loved us; to ransom a servant, 
you delivered up your Son! O truly necessary sin of Adam, blotted out by the 
death of Christ! O happy fault, that merited such and so great a redeemer. 
 
O truly blessed night, alone chosen to know the time and the hour in which 
Christ rose from the world below. This is the night of which it was written: 
“The night will be as bright as day; the light the night gives me will be all I 



 

 

desire. The power of this night’s holiness puts crime to flight, washes guilt 
away, restores innocence to sinners and joy to those who mourn. Hatred is 
driven forth, peace is fostered, and the pride of earthly rulers is humbled. 
 
On this gracious night, then, Holy Father, receive our evening sacrifice of 
praise, which Holy Church, by the hands of her ministers, renders to you in 
the solemn offering of this wax the bees have made. Now we know the praise 
due to this fiery pillar, lit in God’s honour from the shining fire. And though 
this fire has been divided, it has suffered no dimming through the sharing of 
its light. For it is fed by the melting wax, which the mother bee brought forth 
to form the substance of this precious lamp. Truly blessed is this night, on 
which earthly things and heavenly, human things and divine are joined! 
 
Therefore we pray, O Lord, that this candle, hallowed in honour of your 
Name, may continue bravely to dispel the darkness of this night. Accepted 
as a sweet fragrance, may it be mingled with the lights of heaven. May the 
morning star find its flame alight; that morning star who knows no setting, 
Christ your Son, who came back from the grave that shed his clear light upon 
mankind, and lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 
We sit. 

THE VIGIL 
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God's saving 
deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the 
fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer. Let us pray that through 
this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving 
work he has begun. 
 
After each reading there is a short silence and then we sing a chant. 
First Reading: Genesis 1.1-5, 26-end 
 
  



 

 

             Bless the Lord, my soul,  Sung through twice. 
 and bless God’s holy name. 
 Bless the Lord, my soul, 
 who leads me into life. 
 
Second Reading: Genesis 7.1-5,11-18, 8.6-18, 9.8-13 
 
 Bless the Lord, my soul… 
 
Third Reading: Genesis 22.1,2,9-13,15-18 
 
 Bless the Lord, my soul... 
 
Fourth Reading: Exodus 14.15 - 15.1a 
 
 Bless the Lord, my soul... 
 
 
We stand and repeat the Alleluia sequence, which is sung three times: the 
cantor first and then the whole congregation responding each time. 

 
The lights are switched on and a joyful noise is made. 
Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise; 
of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise, 
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
you bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious vict’ry won, 
receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
 



 

 

Alone, O Christ, you only are the Lord, 
at God’s right hand in majesty most high: 
who with the Spirit worshipped and adored, 
with all the heav’nly host we glorify.  Tune: Woodlands  

 

THE COLLECT 
Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. Amen. 
 
We sit. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT 
At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 
We stand. The following is sung once by a cantor and once by the 
congregation. 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
We remain standing. 
Brothers and sisters, let us profess together the faith of the Church. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified died and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe and trust the Holy Spirit? 
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. The peace 
of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. Alleluia. 
 
We sing as the altar is prepared with bread and wine. 



 

 

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
Your sweetest notes employ, 
The Paschal victory to hymn 
In strains of holy joy. 
 
For Judah's Lion bursts His chains, 
Crushing the serpent's head; 
And cries aloud through death’s domains 
To wake th'imprison'd dead. 
 
Devouring depths of hell 
Their prey at His command restore; 
His ransom'd hosts pursue their way 
Where Jesus goes before. 
 
Triumphant in His glory now< 
To Him all power is given; 
To Him in one communion bow 
All saints in earth and heaven. 
 
While we, His soldiers, praise our King, 
His mercy we implore, 
Within His palace bright to bring 
And keep us evermore. 
 
All glory to the Father be, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory, Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
While endless ages run. 
 
Alleluia! Amen. 
 
We remain standing until the Lord’s Prayer. 

 



 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.  
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever the 
hymn of your glory: 
 
Holy, most holy, all holy the Lord,  
in power and wisdom for ever adored. 
The earth and the heavens are full of your love; 



 

 

our joyful hosannas re-echo above. 
   
Blessed, most blessed, all blessed is he 
whose life makes us whole, and whose death sets us free: 
who comes in the name of the Father of light, 
let endless hosannas resound in the height.  Tune: Slane 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who in the same night, that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying, 
Drink this all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord!     
By dying you destroyed our death! Tune: Old hundredth  
rising you restored our life! 
Lord Jesus come in glory! Lord Jesus come in glory! 
        
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 



 

 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting 
us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of our 
Blessed Lady Mary, Nicholas, Botolph (N) and all the saints, may praise and 
glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

 
 
We kneel/sit. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever.. 
Lord, our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always. 



 

 

 
The priest invites the congregation to receive Holy Communion. 
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
All  who usually receive communion in their own churches are welcome to do 
so here. If you would like to receive a blessing, please carry this service order. 
During the distribution we kneel or sit and hymns are sung. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted us as your children, made 
us members of the body of Christ 
and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom: 
we thank you that in this Eucharist 
you renew your promises within us, 
empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve, 
and send us out as disciples of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
We stand to sing. 
 
 



 

 

The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad;  
the passover of gladness,  
the passover of God.  
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky,  
our Christ hath brought us over,  
with hymns of victory.  
 
Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright  
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light;  
and listening to his accents,  
may hear, so calm and plain,  
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain.  
 
Now let the heavens be joyful!  
Let earth the song begin!  
Let the round world keep triumph,  
and all that is therein!  
Let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend,  
for Christ the Lord hath risen,  
our joy that hath no end.  
 

THE DISMISSAL 
We remain standing as the priest gives us God’s blessing. 
God the Father, 
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. Amen. 
 



 

 

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the  risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
  
And the blessing of God almighty,       
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,      
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
We are dismissed to go out and continue our lives of worship and service. 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Organ music is played as the procession departs. You are welcome to stay to 
listen to this music which is a part of our worship: please show consideration 
for the organist and the people who wish to listen to the voluntary as you 
leave your seats. 
 
Please do join us for refreshments after the service! 
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