
Easter 7  Acts 1:6-14 
Have you ever been on the Coronacoaster? I'm afraid it's not the latest ride at Flambards! 
The coronacoaster is the rollercoaster of emotions that people are experiencing during 
lockdown. One minute you're loving the bubble of your home, doing exercise indoors and 
baking bread, the next minute you’re crying, drinking wine for breakfast and missing people 
you don't even like.  

This past week has been mental health awareness week. There is a national effort to 
recognise that many of us are struggling but also that’s “it's okay not to be okay”. The main 
message is: talk to someone about it and to listen to those who are struggling, without 
judgement, without providing clichéd solutions. You might be interested to know at this 
weeks service on the Church of England YouTube channel takes up this theme and features 
the Duke of Cambridge and a friend of mine, Rev’d Peterson, who's the chaplain to Art 
community in central London.  

On Thursday we celebrated Ascension Day, and we hear Luke’s account of this event in 
today's Bible reading. Jesus’ followers had also experienced a rollercoaster of emotions. 
They had been in the depths of grief after Jesus’ death on the cross then, when they saw him 
again, risen to new life they were overjoyed. Jesus was with them for 40 days and then he 
left them again to return to heaven. How were they to feel now? A lot had changed in that 
time and we discover that they are not left bereft as before. Jesus has left them with a 
promise: “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you”. 

When Jesus ascended and returned to the Heavenly Father he was hidden from their sight 
by the cloud but he had not left them altogether. His closest followers who had witnessed 
this event had been transformed by their encounters with the Risen Lord. Now they could 
no longer see him they didn’t return to new low but committed themselves to waiting for the 
promised gift. They had hope. They did not know when or how this gift of the Holy Spirit 
would arrive. So, they devoted themselves to prayer, praying for the future without knowing 
when God would act. 

This is the place that we are in at the moment. We are waiting. We are waiting for lockdown 
to be lifted, for life to return to normal, for our routines to be restored. We are waiting for a 
cure, or a vaccine and for an end to this deadly virus. We are waiting to return to work, to be 
able to visit loved ones and for church buildings to be reopened. Christians are also waiting 
to celebrate Pentecost and we are praying for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

We can learn from what the disciples did. Our task is to be united in prayer. What they did 
is more extraordinary than it appears on first reading. When Jews visit the synagogue to 
pray men and women are separated. They would only pray together in the privacy of their 
own home. But here we are told that Jesus’ family, Mary and his brothers prayed with all 
the other disciples, men and women together. The original word for ‘with’ in this sentence 
was put there for emphasis, underlining the unity and equality that was highly unusual for 
the Jewish community.  



Jesus said to them, it is not for us to know the times and dates when God will act. We can be 
hopeful that God will act in the future but we cannot pin in our hopes on times and dates in 
the calendar —that will only lead to disappointment. It is enough to pray for today. And we 
have been given the words to pray too, in the Lord’s Prayer: “give us today daily bread”. 
There is now global movement for Christians everywhere to pray this prayer every day from 
Ascension Day to Pentecost. This movement is called Thy Kingdom Come.  

We are called to pray the Lord's Prayer, for God’s Kingdom to come, and to pray for five 
people who don't yet know about God’s love for them. This prayer unites us even when we 
can't gather as a congregation. It unites Christians from all the denominations. God is our 
steadfast in these uncertain times. He didn’t let the first disciples down and he won’t let us 
down either. 

I’d like to finish with this prayer, written by Rev’d Canon Vanda Perrett from Land’s End a 
couple of years ago. 

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer from Land’s End 
From land to shore, from coast to coast, let Thy Kingdom Come 
From the surging surf to the quiet earth, let Thy Kingdom Come 
From the deepest mines to the stars above, let Thy Kingdom Come 
From Land’s End to Launceston, Tintagel to the Lizard, let Thy Kingdom Come 
From Fowey to Padstow, Callington to Mousehole, let Thy Kingdom Come 
At Heligan and Eden Project, Healey’s to Flambard’s, let Thy Kingdom Come 
At the Minnack and the Hall for Cornwall, The Merry Maidens to Lanyon Quoit, let Thy 
Kingdom Come 
At Boscastle and Boscarne-Un, St Ives to Mevagissy, let Thy Kingdom Come 
At The Royal Cornwall Show and the Pool Car Boot, Let Thy Kingdom Come 
At Truro Cathedral and in every church whatever denomination, 
let Thy Kingdom Come 
In the Poldark fans and the Dawn French fans, let Thy Kingdom Come 
In the visitors, the locals, the tourists and the pilgrims, Let Thy Kingdom Come 
In the old, the young and those in between, let Thy Kingdom Come 
In the pasty eaters and cider drinkers, let Thy Kingdom Come 
In the cream tea scoffers, jam on first of coursers, let Thy Kingdom Come 
And Dear Lord, as we pray for Cornwall, for the UK, for the whole world 
In the good, the bad, the sinners and the saints, in the loud and the quiet, 
In friend, in stranger, in lovers and betrayers, in the joy filled and the moaners, 
In morning people and night owls, in the sick and the grieving, 
In the teachers and the learners, in the crafters and the cooks, 
In Ministers and Bishops, in family and in me, in all, 
Lord of this world and the next, 
Let Thy Kingdom Come 
Amen 


